CAA Producer Working Group Meeting #9 Notes. 

CAA will did not share a copy of the Producer Agreement in advance of today’s Producer Working Group call and instead discussed the contents of the agreement on the call and a copy of the agreement will be made available to producers at a later date. CAA has not received the participant producer agreement language yet. Stay tuned on that information. Producers have not missed anything on that. 

The presentation for today will be shared out as soon as CAA posts it in their PWG library on their website.

Targeted stakeholder consultation meetings will be starting. Details provided in presentation. 

Access content from previous PWG meetings on the PWG Library at https://circularactionalliance.org/pwg-library Content includes Producer 101 guidance videos/documents.

Additional resources are available on CAA’s website, including recordings of previous producer onboarding calls and stakeholder webinars: https://circularactionalliance.org/producer-resource-center 

This PWG included discussion of the final Covered Material Category List. Recyclability and composability categorizations not included with existing CMC List. CalRecycle says they are not required to do this per statute. CAA CMCs available here: https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/Docs/Web/128187 

This PWG also included an overview of what is EPR; what is a PRO; what is Eco Modulation, the Producer Agreement and more.

CAA will continue the producer registration process through October of this year and release the Producer Agreement after that, which will serve as the main terms and conditions producers will have with CAA. 

Q&A:

Q. When registering for future PWGs, should company affiliation be the parent company or the subsidiary?
A. Please list the parent company registered with CAA in your PWG registration. 

Q. Will there be any effort from CAA to harmonize reporting and Eco Modulation across states by strategic communication and advocacy?
We can highlight the differences between states, but on Eco Modulation alone, there are different requirements, so CAA is doing their best to harmonize those. 

Q. So does that mean we are to rely on the determinations in the draft list? Those are considered the determinations that producers should work against, and there may be updates in Jan?
A. Yes, for now, but none of the B 54 requirements click in until after Jan. 1, 2025, so determination adjustments will be mde before the binding elements kick in.

Q. Will CAA be providing an updated table with the mapping of the California CMCs  vs the Oregon ones?
A. CAA is working on that – with how CA and OR speak to each other.

Q. Do Producers need to attend the various Consultation Process meetings or can Producers rely on CAA to summarize at future PWG meetings?
A. CAA encourages producers to attend the consultation meetings in order to provide perspective on CAA’s program approach in CO. PWG meetings may or may not touch on topics related to the consultation process in the future.

Q. Has CA finalized regulations for SB54?
A. No, the rulemaking process for SB 54 is ongoing.

Q. Apart from the packaging EPRs, does CAA plan to be a PRO of the upcoming Responsible Textile Recovery Act (SB707) implementation?)
A. CAA is only involved with EPR programs for packaging and paper in the U.S. at this time.

Q. Will we get some guidance on what type of data we should begin collecting? Or is that what the "Reporting Guidance" set for September is for?
A. Yes, this will be included in the guidebook CAA is releasing later this year.

Q. Are there any resources for guidance on what information CAA needs and how to gather the information CAA needs for reporting?
A. This will be included in the guidebook CAA releases later this year. CAA will also host additional trainings and be updating our website with more information as it becomes available.

Q. If we registered with CAA for CA, do we need to do anything additional for CO registration? Or does being registered with CAA mean we "automatically" are registered as these other states come online.
A. Registration with CAA is across CA, CO and OR.

Q. I've asked via your website whether it's possible to have more than one individual registered for a company and haven't gotten a response yet. We're concerned about having one person as a single point of failure for getting communications, and if able would like to have a backup contact as well.
A. Two contacts can be included and there will be opportunities to include additional contacts per producer company via additional PRO tools.

Q. What types of fees can we expect for both state and PRO for processing? We are working on 2025 programs and need to know in order to build into our costs.
A. Producers can look at preliminary numbers in the Oregon plan for now, but they are not 100% accurate yet. More guidance on fees will be provided in the Fall and final fee schedule in OR will not be available until May or June next year.

Q. To be super clear; are there any existing states with approved PRO that is not CAA?
A. At this time, the states that approved PROs have all selected CAA as their PRO.

Q. Can these timelines be shared over email?
A. Yes, the deck will be sent out in a follow-up email after this meeting.

Q. How can we edit info we submitted?
A. Please contact CAA at info@circularaction.org to update any information.

Q. Will CAA also be the PRO for Minnesota?
A. CAA has not made a formal decision on MN engagement.

Q. Does CAA (PROs) actually run the compliance program (e.g. recycling of material)?
A. Yes, as required by the state statute. How operation of the program operates does differ in each state, and may also differ by material type.

Q. When you say "collect data," have details been provided about what that entails?
A. No, we will provide additional details re: reporting as part of our Guidebook in September.

Q. How do we know what data to collect for PRO?
A. CAA will be releasing additional guidance on reporting later this year. A good starting point is to map your current packaging portfolio against the CA CMCs and Draft OR categories. OR draft categories can be found on p.99-100 of CAA’s initial program plan, available here: https://circularactionalliance.org/s/OR-program-plan-with-Appendices.pdf 

Q. Are there any resources for guidance on what information CAA need and how to gather the information CAA needs for reporting?
A. This will be included in the guidebook CAA releases later this year. We will also host additional trainings and be updating our website with more information as it becomes available.

Q. Where can we find information on the definitions of the materials in the covered materials lists for states? For example, understanding what CA considers a paper product vs. CO?
A. We are working to get clarity in each state on the specific definition of each material category.

Q. Just verifying the reporting will be for the previous calendar year, correct? Oregon report will be for sales in 2024, correct?
A. Correct.

Q. When will CA fees be in effect?
A. CA program will start Jan. 2027.

Q. So the PPA is non-optional- in other words, a producer is not in compliance with the law if they do not sign this non-negotiable document?
A. There is an option for individual plans- if they do that, they do not need to sign the producer agreement, but otherwise they need to. If you are joining a PRO, signing the agreement, that is the way to get into CAA’s system.

Q. Who from a producer company would you suggest signing the producer agreement?
A. It must be a company authorized representative.
