SB 54 May Non-Regulatory Workshop
May 1, 2024

CalRecycle held a public non-regulatory workshop on May 1, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. The Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) is proposing permanent regulations for Senate Bill (SB) 54. 
The workshop was not recorded by CalRecycle, so the CRA team took notes on key questions asked and answers provided by CalRecycle, listed below.

The next SB 54 Non-Regulatory Workshop is TBD.

New CalRecycle comments portal for SB 54 Needs Assessment is now live. Access it here: https://calrecycle.ca.gov/packaging/packaging-epr/needs-assessment/ 

Q and As and Comments:

Comment. CalRecycle needs to separate costs between all material types when billing the PRO. 
CalRecycle: asked for specific suggestions to be sent via written comments through the new Needs Assessment portal online (see link above).


Comment: CalRecycle should consolidate and align SB 343 content categories with SB 54 Covered Material Categories. They are sited across regulations and confusing. Since SB 54 CMCs have to be finalized in July, we recommend aligning SB 343 with the SB 54 CMCs. 


Comment: SB 343 findings could be adjusted for use in SB 54 updates for folks to stay in compliance.
CalRecycle: Future work under SB 343 we will work to more closely align with SB 54 for better comparisons.


Comment: CalRecycle needs to provide detailed justification for recycled and compostable determinations so producers can respond. We want to understand how determinations are made, which is critical for compliance in the coming months and years.
CalRecycle: Yes, CalRecycle plans to provide this info.


Q. CalRecycle has to report to legislature every other year in odd years on progress of SB 54 regulation. Will CalRecycle include a rationale and description in those reports? What else will be included in those reports?
A. CalRecycle will take this into consideration. The draft table of contents is a work in progress. 


Q.Will Study 2 results affect SB 343? 
A. CalRecycle: collection and end market study is being designed to address statutory requirements so it will not affect SB 343 findings.


Q: What is the plan for the needs assessment for HDPE?
A: They will be considered apart of the needs assessment study.


Q: What is an example of an excluded plastic component (RE: covered materials) ?
A: Any plastic component that does not meet the covered materials guidelines.

Q: Are bound books and newspaper covered under the ‘Paper & Fiber’ (RE: covered materials) category?
A: Yes

