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	ATTORNEY GENERAL BONTA ASKS FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR ANTITRUST


	FIRST IN PLAYBOOK: COMMUNITY CHEST — Attorney General Rob Bonta wants California to lead on antitrust cases as the Federal Trade Commission eases up enforcement under President Donald Trump.
But first, he’ll need some more cash from the Legislature, he told Playbook in an interview.
“These are big cases, they’re media cases. The other side is well-resouced,” Bonta said during a sit-down conversation at the Common Sense Summit in San Francisco on Tuesday. “Experts need to be brought in; they’re expensive.”
Bonta’s plea for more resources follows a recent string of antitrust-related actions from his office. In February, he vowed to review entertainment giant Paramount’s controversial Warner Bros. acquisition. Just this month, he sued to block broadcast giant Nexstar’s proposed purchase of Tegna (a deal Newsom also blasted in a statement) and took Live Nation back to trial on monopoly accusations alongside other state attorneys general, arguing that the federal government had failed to protect consumers in both cases.
The problem, Bonta told us, is that he needs more bodies. California’s Justice Department has the largest antitrust team of any state with about 50 staff, by his count, but it’s a drop in the bucket compared to the hundreds of antitrust specialists at the FTC. Bonta said he’s turned to hiring outside counsel to handle the workload in some cases, even though he prefers to keep operations in-house.
Adding 10 or 20 additional staff in California would make a difference, he said, especially if other states upgrade their antitrust operations. He estimated the expansion would cost “millions” but didn’t offer a specific figure when asked.
“If we ask for a little bit more, and then other states ask for a little bit more, and then we come together,” Bonta said, “we’d all have more to put on the table.”
About that Paramount-Warner Bros. review: Bonta said he’s still working through the review process and waiting to see how European regulators handle the megadeal — while also reiterating he sees “huge red flags” that may warrant a lawsuit.
“We don’t think this is imminent, like tomorrow imminent, but it’s probably around the corner,” he said. “And in the meantime, we’re doing our due diligence and finishing our investigation.” — Tyler Katzenberger
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