Mir S. Mulla, PhD, Professor Emeritus UC Riverside
Dr. Mir S. Mulla, born February 25, 1925, passed away at his home on January 29, 2023 just 17 days before his 98th birthday. Mir was born eldest to a family of 14 siblings in Afghanistan. He moved to the U.S. on a scholarship to Cornell University where he completed his undergraduate degree in Entomology and Parasitology (obituary at UCR page). He received his doctorate in entomology from University of California Berkeley in 1956 working on the biology of leafhoppers infecting prune orchards in Santa Clara County. His research took place in Campbell, CA where Hewlett Packard and Intel are now located.  A medical doctor bought the land for investment. Mir asked him to not sell the land before he could complete his research.  Mir finished his research, qualifying exam, French and German languages, and dissertation in three years.     
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mir then accepted a faculty position in the newly established Entomology Program at University of California Riverside where he expanded his research into mosquito control. Dr. Mulla’s presence at UC Riverside attracted many other scientists to the faculty where he was instrumental in building an excellent research program in insect control methods, especially on eye gnat and mosquito control. He loved fieldwork where he guided many students, postdocs, and young faculty in their careers throughout our industry.  He was a prolific scientist that authored over 500 scientific publications https://scholar.google.com. He is also known for “Mulla’s Formula”, still used today. 
Mir also served in many national and international organizations, including the World Health Organization where he led efforts in developing countries to control vector-borne diseases including malaria. He nurtured worldwide collaborations and travelled everywhere to mentor colleagues and support programs. His colleagues came from all over the world in 1999 to attend his retirement conference held at UC Riverside to honor his career in mosquito control; however, he continued collaborating late into his old age.  
Dr. Mulla was a distinguished Professor of Entomology at UC Riverside and has been a recipient of many honors and awards throughout his illustrious career. Some of the honors include election by his peers as a Fellow of the American Association for Advancement of Science and as a Fellow of the Entomological Society of America. He served the Mosquito and Vector Control Association of California and its member agencies in several roles, especially providing practical solutions to many vector and vector-borne-disease challenges. Mir’s graduate research in the early 1950s tackled the eye-gnat problem for Coachella Valley Mosquito and Vector Control District. In 2006, the Coachella Valley MVCD named its new state of the art biological facility in his honor. Dr. Mulla was honored as the memorial lecturer in the 1993 joint meeting of the American Mosquito Control Association and California Mosquito and Vector Control Association, and he was the recipient of the 2002 President Award of the Mosquito and Vector Control Association of California.   
Dr. Mir S Mulla was proceeded in death by his wife of 64 years, Lelia Mulla. He is survived by their children David, Shireen Mooers, Dean, and Janet, five grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and by his many brothers and sisters. The family appreciates your condolences, your calls of comfort and visits. Donations in Mir’s memory can be made to the “Dr. Mir S. Mulla and Leila L. Mulla Endowed Scholarship Fund” (UC Riverside Foundation, https://myadv.ucr.edu/ and search for “Mulla”) or the Islamic Center of Riverside (https://islamiccenterofriverside.net/donate).
A funeral prayer was held on Friday February 3, 2023 at Islamic Center of Riverside. The public memorial service was held Saturday, February 4, 2023 at 11:00 am at Norco Family Funeral Home followed by internment at Pierce Brothers Crestlawn Memorial Park (11500 Arlington Ave, Riverside). 

