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Alicia Barton 
Alicia Barton was appointed Chief Executive Officer of FirstLight Power (“FirstLight”) on August 3, 2020. 
FirstLight is a leading clean power producer and energy storage company in New England with a 
portfolio that includes 1.4 GW of pumped-hydro storage, battery storage, hydroelectric generation, and 
solar generation. FirstLight operates one of the largest portfolios of carbon-free electric generation in 
ISO-NE and is the largest provider of energy storage in Massachusetts.  
 
Ms. Barton has extensive clean energy leadership experience from both the public and private sectors. 

Her past public service included recently serving as the President and as CEO of the New York Energy 

Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) and previously as CEO the Massachusetts Clean Energy 

Center (MassCEC), where she helped both New York and Massachusetts to advance and implement 

nation-leading clean energy strategies. Ms. Barton’s prior private sector experience includes serving as 

Co-Chair of the Energy and Cleantech Practice at Foley Hoag LLP, and as Chief of Operations of the 

Global Utility business unit at SunEdison where she oversaw teams building utility-scale wind and solar 

projects. Ms. Barton’s career has been focused on advancing new clean energy projects and markets in 

areas such as offshore wind, solar, energy storage, efficiency and accelerating clean technology 

innovation. She also serves on the Board of Directors of numerous prominent climate-focused 

organizations including Greentown Labs, the Environmental League of Massachusetts, and the Alliance 

to Save Energy. 

Laura Beane 

Laura Beane joined ENGIE North America as Chief Renewables Officer in April 2020. Prior to joining 

ENGIE, Laura was the President & CEO of Avangrid Renewables, one of the leading developers and 

marketers of renewable energy in the United States. Laura built her career over more than 20 years at 

Avangrid, holding various positions in operations, market structure, regulation, policy, compliance, and 

special projects. Laura is passionate about renewable energy and is focused on creating customized 

solutions for customers backed by best-in-class renewable development and operation. Laura holds a 

Master of Global Energy Management with the University of Comillas and an MBA with the University of 

Strathclyde. Outside of the office, Laura enjoys running, playing the piano, traveling, and spending time 

with her husband and college-age son.  

Julia Frayer  

Julia Frayer is a Managing Director at London Economics International LLC (“LEI”) with more than 20 

years of experience providing expert insights and consulting services in the power and infrastructure 

industries. She has worked extensively in the US, Canada, Europe, and Asia on a range of issues in the 

electricity sector, including wholesale market analysis (to support policy analysis, investment and 
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commercial strategy, resource planning, M&A due diligence, and wholesale market design).  Julia also 

has experience with regulatory matters in th the electricity sector, including expertise on tariff design, 

performance-based ratemaking, and market power regulation.   

Julia is currently advising clients on various wholesale market design issues in several US markets, 
including feasible options for merging realities of the power grid with advent of new technologies and 
growing policy mandates for decarbonization.  Julia is leading the modeling group at LEI in assessing the 
various state and local policy initiatives with respect to decarbonization and clean energy regulation of 
the electricity sector.  This work involves a multi-disciplinary approach and in-depth understanding of 
wholesale market dynamics, system operations, demand forecasting (to account for changing consumer 
behavior and electrification trends in other sectors of the economy), regulatory economics (including 
views on rate mechanisms that can align with consumers’ willingness to pay for electricity and 
consideration of the reliability attributes) and appreciation for various utility-scale generation resources, 
consumer-oriented DERs, and energy storage technologies. 

 
Ramya Swaminathan  
Ramya Swaminathan led the spin-out of Malta from X, Alphabet's Moonshot Factory (formerly Google X) 
in 2018 and has been the company’s CEO since its founding.  She has led Malta through multiple rounds 
of corporate venture funding and has recruited a multi-disciplinary team focused on commercializing 
Malta’s thermal storage technology.  She currently serves as a US Department of Energy Clean Energy 
Education and Empowerment (C3E) Initiative Ambassador and was included in Business Insider’s 2020 
list of 21 Rising Stars in clean energy. 
  
Before founding Malta as an independent company, Ramya was the CEO of Rye Development, a 
hydropower development firm that she grew to be the leading developer of new hydropower projects in 
the United States. She was responsible for the expansion of Rye’s platform into energy storage, with the 
addition of two sizable pumped storage hydro development projects in the U.S. Pacific Northwest. Prior 
to her work in the hydropower space, she was a public finance banker, most recently as a Director at 
UBS where she focused on public power clients and senior managed more than $10 billion in financings. 
She holds a Master’s in Public Policy from the Harvard John F. Kennedy School of Government and a BA 
in Anthropology from Amherst College. 
 

 


