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Draft Minutes of CEO’s Annual General Meeting, 
Held at the Blue Springs Golf Club, Acton, Ontario 

Friday, September 13, 2019 commencing at 8:30 am 
 
Christine Hill chaired the meeting.  She recognized special guests Anthony Karakatsanis, an 
Ontario Director and Treasurer of the Association of Consulting Engineering Companies - Canada 
(ACEC),  Tibor Turi, President and Chair of the Ontario Society of Professional Engineers, along 
with Sandro Peruzza, OSPE CEO, and Steve Lund, President and Dan Cozzi, Executive Director of 
the Municipal Engineers Association.   Anthony Karakatsanis gave greetings from ACEC. Christine 
also acknowledged the attendance of the past chairman Dave Bannister of RJ Burnside & 
Associates. 
 
Christine Hill recognized the board members for 2018-2019 in attendance: Past Chair Rex 
Meadley, Governance Chair Bill Allison Treasurer Joe Sframeli, and Directors Steve Dyck, Karen 
Freund, Don Holland, Ben Hunter, Steve Pilgrim, and Mark Tulloch. 
 
A quorum of voting delegates was present in person or by proxy for the transaction of business 
was declared along with the confirmation that the notice of meeting was issued prior to or on 
August 14, 2019  in accordance with the General Operating By-Law No 3.   
 
1. Minutes of the September 14, 2018 AGM  

On motion duly made by Bill Allison, seconded by Dave Chamberlain, it was resolved that 
the minutes of the 2018 meeting, as circulated to the voting representatives, be adopted. 
CARRIED 

 
 
2. Reports from the Chair and the CEO and Receipt of the Financial Statements for the fiscal 

year ending March 31, 2019 

Christine Hill presented her chairman’s report.  Highlights of the past year included:    

 CEO active support of the development of the Construction Act Regulations and the 

promoting of its provisions and benefits to members. 

 Increased use of the Rapid Response Service and success in making contract 

authorities aware of problematic procurement and contract issues, as well as 

achieving outcomes benefiting the industry. 

 Making great strides in increased member engagement with over 35% of members 

firms actively participating in governance, committees and chapters.  

 
She then welcomed CEO’s Chief Executive Officer Bruce Matthews to address the attendees.   
 
Bruce Matthews spoke on the significant clarity he attained in the first full year of his tenure 
as CEO, including clarity about the roles of CEO member firms, about the challenges they 
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face across all disciplines and client types. He noted the high regard in which CEO is held and 
the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for CEO member firms and for CEO as an 
industry association. 

 
In closing Bruce spoke of an exciting year ahead, centred on the development and 
introduction of a new strategic plan.  He stated that the time is ripe for some serious 
introspection and evaluation of our identity and direction. 

 
Denis Paganelli, CEO’s independent auditor presented on behalf of CEO’s Treasurer the 
audited financial statements to the members, noting that as per CEO’s bylaws, the board of 
directors has approved the statements and that his presentation was for information 
purposes.  During the past fiscal year, CEO’s total income was $1,785,862 against total 
expenses of $1,790,204. These numbers represent the twelve months ended March 31, 
2019. 

 

3. Appointment of Auditors and authorization of their remuneration by the Directors  
 

On motion duly made by Joe Sframeli, seconded by Steve Dyck and carried, it was 
resolved that Denis Paganelli be appointed the auditor of Consulting Engineers of Ontario 
for the fiscal year 2019/2020 and that the directors be authorized to fix his remuneration. 

 
4. Election of Directors 

Christine Hill advised the membership that there were five positions to be filled on the 
board of directors for the upcoming year.  The Nominating committee submitted the 
following slate of qualified candidates: 

• Steve Dyck, SNC Lavalin 

• Christopher George, P.Eng, R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 

• Brian Ruck, P.Eng, GHD Group 

• Joe Sframeli, P.Eng, WSP  

• Mark Tulloch, P.Eng, Tulloch Engineering 

There were no subsequent nominations from the membership.  After the closing date for 
nominations, Brian Ruck informed CEO that he was withdrawing his candidacy.  As 
permitted by the bylaws, the Board of Directors will address this vacancy at the next board 
meeting.  
 
Therefore, with fewer nominated candidates than available vacancies on the Board, no 
election was required and Steve Dyck, Christopher George, Joe Sframeli and Mark Tulloch 
were acclaimed to the Board, each for a three year term. Christine extended her 
congratulations and welcomed the gentlemen to the Board of Directors. 

 
 
5. Approval of the proposed amendments to the General Operating By-laws 

Bill Allison explained the nature of the changes as follows: 
 
Affiliated Organizations – Qualifications 
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 Expand the scope of firms or organizations that could be Affiliated Organizations. 

Affiliated Organizations – Rights, Responsibilities and Restrictions 

 Eliminate the ability to collect special assessments from Affiliated Organizations. 

 Allow individuals appointed by Affiliated Organizations to attend meetings of Members, 

including the AGM (but not vote). 

 Limit the number of Directors from Affiliated Organizations to one. 

 Allow Affiliated Organizations to nominate candidates for election to the Board.   

 And, allow Affiliated Organizations to receive notice of persons nominated by Members 

for election to the Board. 

With respect to Committees the proposed amendments: 

 Change definition of quorum. 

 Simplify Committee minute taking and reporting to the Board. 

 Enable Committees to recommend their own membership to the Board. 

 And made changes to size, composition, membership and leadership selection for 

“Other Standing Committees”. 

With Chapters, the amendments will  

 Change the process for setting geographic areas for Chapters. 

 And simplify the following: 

 The definition of Chapter Members and Chapter Affiliates. 

 Chapter meeting rules and requirements. 

 Chapter Executive rules and requirements. 

 Chapter finance rules and requirements. 

 And clarify the rule for winding up Chapters. 

Other minor editorial or inconsequential changes to address typographical or editorial 
errors or issues of consistency are also included in the amendments. 
 
On motion made by Bill Allison, seconded by Joe Sframeli, it was resolved that the 
proposed bylaw amendments be approved as presented.  CARRIED 
  

6. Recognition of Retiring Directors and Incoming Chair 

Christine Hill recognized two retiring directors, Tom Richardson and Brian Ruck and thanked 
them both for their commendable service to CEO.   

 
Christine explained that normally we would be honouring our outgoing Chair.  However, the 
Chairman at the start of the current governance year, Jeremy Carkner, had to step down last 
November.  As she was Chair-Elect at the time and under CEO’s bylaws, she served as Chair 
for the remainder of Jeremy’s term.  Today marked the start of her originally anticipated 
year as CEO Chair.  Rex Meadley will remain on the Board for a second year as Past Chair.  
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Christine spoke of her appreciation in having the opportunity to remain as Board Chair for 
another governance year and that in the coming year CEO will set the stage for the new four 
years as it develops and rolls out a new strategic plan.  She also expressed her personal goal 
for the organization to building on the work that was done in 2018 to increase engagement.  
She stated that working together with staff and volunteers, we can build a culture of 
volunteerism within CEO and achieve more together to the benefit of our industry.  

 
There being no questions, nor further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:13 am. 
 
 

   
Cindy Gonsalves Bruce Matthews Christine Hill 
Recording Secretary of the 
Meeting 

Corporate Secretary of CEO Chair of the Meeting 

     


