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Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, circa 1921 
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John E. Tortellotte was born in 
East Thompson Connecticut in 
1870. He removed to Idaho in 
1890. He was Initiated on January 
16, 1892, Passed to the degree of 
Fellowcraft on February 13, 1892, 
and Raised as a Master Mason on 
May 7 1892. All of his degrees 
were taken within Boise Lodge 
No. 2. He designed the Idaho 
State Capitol Building (1906 – 

Worshipful Brother Powhatan E. Edmondson:       
WM – 1866, 1867, 1868 

Worshipful Brother John Kennaly:                            
WM – 1869, 1875, 1878, 1879 

Worshipful Brother Stephen M. Sisk:                       
WM – 1870, 1871 
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Past Master Brief Historical 
Sketches 
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A closing message from the Worshipful Master to 
update the brethren on what has happened this 
year in our lodge. 

A closing message from the Senior Warden to 
update the brethren on what has happened this 
year in out lodge. 
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Overview of the Masonic Records for each Past 
Master covered in previous newsletters this year 

“Faith begins where reason sinks exhausted.” 
-Albert Pike 
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1912), which completed 
construction in 1920. He also 
designed the Cathedral of St. John 
the Evangelist (1906 – 1921). He is 
considered to be one of the most 
prominent Architects of the 
Northwest. The Idaho Historical 
Sketch article this month shows his 
connection to the very roots of 
Boise. 
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In this, the third installment of our 
newsletter, I want to take some time to 
reflect on this past year. First of all, without 
the tireless efforts of the few brethren that 
are always there, this year would not have 
been as memorable for me as it was. It has 
been an honor to be able to serve the Lodge 
this year, and I doubt I will ever forget this 
experience.  

We are very fortunate to have so much 
participation between lodges here in Idaho, 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed the help we 
received from so many brethren. We had a 
Fellowcraft dergree put on by the Blacklight 
Patrol, with a Staircase Lecture from our 
very own W. Bro. Bert Miller; An Idaho City 
Pilgrimage for a Master Mason degree, with 
the standard and unforgettable Lecture from 
M.W. Bro. Harry Black and W. Bro. Rick 
Holloway, a very moving Walking Charge 
from R.W. Bro. Monte Bollar, followed by a 
Bible Presentation by W. Bro. Ron Lowe. 
M.W. Bro. David Triplett also provided a 
couple fantastic lectures for our lodge. No 
list expressing thanks would be complete 
without thanking W. Bro. Jerry Parsons. He 
has always been ready to jump into any seat 
that needed to be filled, and has always done 
fantastic work for us. Not to mention, we 
would likely have no photographic evidence 
that anything ever happened in our lodge. 
Don’t let the photos fool you, Jerry was 
always there as well! We had visits from 
many distinguished guests, and a degree 
with brethren from 7 different lodges 
present. I sincerely appreciate everyone’s 
willingness to be of service to the brethren 
who were  being Initiated, Passed and 
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Raised.  

The brethren of Idaho Lodge No. 1 continued 
to come through week after week to assist with 
all that needed to be done. Bro. Lloyd Barron 
was the brother responsible for the AR-15 
raffle idea, and it was a huge success. He 
designed the flyers and the ticket books, and 
the entire process went very well. W. Bro. Levi 
Billman so rarely says no, that I am beginning 
to doubt it is even in his vocabulary. His efforts 
in Idaho City have made us all very proud. He 
raised money for the shop owners after the fire, 
maintained relationships with the City to keep 
the peace when all seemed to be going south 
with the water bill, and he has kept going with 
coordinating and performing maintenance on 
our Historic Lodge there tirelessly. R.W. Bro. 
William K. Curtis, Jr. and W. Bro. Perry 
Whitaker have continued to provide the 
indispensable wisdom necessary for our lodge 
to carry on its labors. Without their efforts, I 
am afraid our lodge would be in complete 
disarray. W. Bro. Corby Christensen provided 
spectacular work as our Senior Deacon, and his 
rendition of his part in the 3rd degree is always 
entertaining. Bro. Richard Martin got our 
books in order, and provided us with 
outstanding reports as our Treasurer. M.W. 
Bro. Stanley Eugene Barker in conjunction with 
W. Bro. Jesse Laduke provided a fantastic 
venue for our Annual Summer Picnic, and 
there was much good fellowship enjoyed there. 
Bro. Sean Graham provided solid support 
throughout the year, and has always been 
there when asked. Bro. Casey Goold has 
proven himself to be a fantastic addition to our 
lodge this year, and has jumped into whatever 
role we found for him in our degree work.  

Master’s Corner 

2016 Officers          
Worshipful Master: Chris Williams   

Senior Warden: Levi Billman       
Junior Warden: Lloyd Barron     

Treasurer: Richard Martin        
Secretary: William K. Curtis, Jr.    

Senior Deacon: Corby Christensen   
Junior Deacon: Andrew Vaughn   

Marshal: Stanley E. Barker      
Chaplain: Perry Whitaker             

Tyler: Jesse Laduke  

Warden’s Corner 
We are quickly approaching the end of another year. With the coming Monday (Nov  7th), comes our annual election of officers. As 
it is ones civic duty to vote for the countries elected officials it is also ones Masonic duty to take part in voting for the elected 
officers. If you can make it, there will be dinner at 6:30pm, and the meeting will start at 7:30pm.  
 
I have been pleased to witness Idaho #1 grow and flourish over the last year and hope to see it continue to do so over the coming 
year. We have made some good progress in bringing in new members, now it is our duty to retain them, and hopefully get past 
members who are no longer active to regularly attend. If you haven't been to lodge in awhile think about what would peak your 
interest in attending again, then let us know what it is you would like to see the lodge do to help get you interested again. I would 
like to see many Brothers that I haven't seen in some time make regular appearances again. Or maybe even meet some Brothers that 
have not attended since my Masonic journey began.  
 
My regards and best wishes go out to all the Brethren and I hope this Holiday season is one of many great times with family and 
friends. 
          - Levi Billman, PM, Senior Warden 

Without the efforts that the members of our 
lodge consistently provide, this year would not 
have gone as well as it did, and I would surely 
not have had as much fun. It has truly been a 
pleasure to be a part of this lodge, and I sincerely 
appreciate everything you all did to make this a 
successful year. I hope to see many more of our 
brethren in the Blue Room very soon, your 
assistance is always needed.                                         
- Christopher J. Williams, WM 
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Masonic Career of 
Right Worshipful 

Brother Dr. John A. 
Raymond 

Vermont 
1849- Initiated, Passed and Raised 

on November 9, 1849 in 
Washington Lodge No. 3  

California 
Western Star Lodge No. 2 

1853 - Treasurer 

1854 – Worshipful Master 

1855 – Worshipful Master 

1858 – Worshipful Master 

 

Grand Lodge F&AM California 

1855 – Senior Grand Warden 

1856 – Deputy Grand Master 

Idaho 
1863- First Worshipful Master in Idaho 

Lodge No. 35 

1864- Second Term as Worshipful 
Master in Idaho Lodge No. 35 

California 
1869- Masonic Funeral provided by     

Western Star Lodge No. 2 on              
December 5, 1869 

Masonic Career of 
Worshipful Brother 

Henry S. Allen 

Iowa 
1855- Initiated, Passed and Raised in 
Chariton Lodge No. 63 (This lodge was 
chartered in 1855) 

Colorado 
1859- First Worshipful Master in Auraria 
Lodge U.D. 
Considered to be the “Father of 
Freemasonry in Colorado” 

Idaho 
1863- First Senior Warden in Idaho 
Lodge No. 35 
1865- Second Worshipful Master in Idaho 
Lodge No. 35 
 

Montana 
1869- Third Worshipful Master in  
Helena Lodge No. 3 

California 
1871- Masonic Funeral provided by     
Los Angeles Lodge No. 42 on              
February 19, 1871 

Masonic Career of 
Right Worshipful 

Brother James 
Henry Wickersham 

Idaho 
1863- Initiated on October 10, 1863 
Passed on November 15, 1863          
Raised on December 23, 1863                   
in Idaho Lodge No. 35 

1874- Eighth Worshipful Master in 
Idaho Lodge No. 1                                     

Took his Dimit directly after his term 
as Worshipful Master in 1874 

Affiliated with Owyhee Lodge No. 5, 
subsequently known as Silver City 
Lodge No. 13 

Grand Lodge AF&AM Idaho 

1881 – Grand Secretary                 
1882 – Grand Secretary                 
1885 – Grand Secretary                           
1886 – Grand Secretary                      
1887 – Grand Secretary                        
1888 – Grand Secretary                      
1889 – Grand Secretary                      
1890 – Grand Secretary                      
1891 – Grand Secretary                       
1892 – Grand Secretary                      
1893 – Grand Secretary 

1895 – It is uncertain who provided 
funeral services for RW Bro. 
Wickersham, but he passed on to the 
Celestial Lodge above on January 1, 
1895 

These were the Past Masters we were able to research during the first half of the year. We hope to continue this effort 
and shed more light on the lives of those who came before us, and made it possible for us to continue the work. 
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Sacred Alignment – The Peculiar Arrangement of the 
Streets of Boise                                                                     
By Christopher J Williams, WM Idaho Lodge No. 1,  
with assistance from Levi Billman, PM Idaho Lodge No. 1 

Background 

The orientation of the downtown grid in Boise, as platted by Henry C. Riggs, has perplexed me since I first noticed 
it. It seemed to be askew at a very peculiar angle, and to me the orientation seemed intentional. I asked around the 
historical community, and nobody seemed to think it strange or intentional at all, until I started asking around in 
the surveying community. Jack Clark, PLS was the individual who stated that everything about the arrangement 
of the City of Boise was Masonic. His work with the Ada County Assessor’s office, his term on the Ada County 
Historic Preservation Council, and the fact that he is a Licensed Professional Land Surveyor, lend considerable 
credibility to his assessment of the layout of the City of Boise. He explained that he thought the Capitol being 
centered on what would be 7th Street was significant. He also said the named streets (which run East-West within 
the askew grid) were aligned to the Solstices. This was an exciting revelation, and it seemed very plausible as there 
are numerous sacred sites that have alignments marking the solstices or equinoxes. I had visited the Temple of 
Kukulcan at the Mayan site of Chichen Itza in 2011, and listened intently at the explanation given for the various 
aspects of the pyramid, which make it an astronomical calendar. On the Spring and Autumn Equinoxes, it is 
aligned so that the shadows created give the appearance of a serpent crawling down the steps of the pyramid. This 
was quite an impressive feat, but probably elementary for a culture so focused on Astronomy and Geometry. 
Nevertheless, I forgot about this revelation until the calendar neared the middle of June this year (2016). I started 
looking for programs that might show sunrise and sunset locations throughout the year, so I could verify if there 
were in fact any odd alignments on the Solstice in Boise. Being an Electrical Engineer myself, and being focused 
very specifically on Solar Photovoltaic design, I frequently use such programs to estimate the production of a Solar 
Photovoltaic array that is at a fixed tilt and oriented in a specific direction. It suddenly occurred to me that I had 
never really paid much attention to the location of the sun at the beginning or the end of the day, since there is no 
power production occurring at these times. So I found a program called SunCalc, which is available online for free, 
and checked the sunrise location on June 24, and was immediately disappointed. I had to adjust some of the 
settings to see the location of the sunset, and there it was – the sunset in near perfect alignment to the adjusted 
West of the downtown grid. So on the evening of June 23, I packed my wife and 4 kids into the minivan and 
headed downtown with my camera. The sun didn’t set until around 9:30pm, and I arrived at 9pm. The sun was 
still looking like it was due West, and my hopes sank, thinking that it would never make it to the alignment of the 
grid. But the position changed drastically as 9:30 drew closer, and from the center of the street, I could see the sun 
moving into the street. The trees at the end of the street obscured its final position, but the fact that it made it all 
the way to the street prior to sunset was absolutely amazing to me. Below is a snapshot of the sunset taken just 
prior to sunset from 5th and Bannock. WB Levi Billman suggested a rigging system to capture the sunset from the 
center of the street that would allow a much clearer photograph not obscured by the trees at the end of the 
street(s). Next year, perhaps we will attempt a photograph from a better vantage point. 

An Auspicious Day – 7 July 1863 

In Idaho City (Bannock City at the time), with the recommendation of Wasco Lodge No. 15 in The Dalles, Oregon, 
the Grand Master of Oregon granted dispensation to Idaho Lodge No. 35. This lodge was located in what was then 
known as Bannock City, which later became Idaho City. The lodge would later become Idaho Lodge No. 1, which 
was chartered by the newly formed Grand Lodge of Idaho, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, on 23 June 1868. 

In Boise City, eight men assembled in Thomas Davis and William R. Ritchie’s cabin. One of them was Henry 
Chiles Riggs, Sr., who drew up the first plat of Boise City that evening. The history of the men involved in this 
venture is well written, and does not need to be restated here. The history does, however, need to be properly 
adorned to paint a fuller picture of who these men really were, and what it was they set out to do on that day. 
Thomas Davis came from Ohio, near Cincinnati. He came to Idaho with his brother Frank in 1862. From the Grand 
Lodge of Ohio, we learn that he was Raised in Carroll Lodge No. 124 on April 15, 1859, and took his Dimit on 
March 14, 1862. 
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Henry Chiles Riggs, Sr. 

Henry Chiles Riggs, Sr., is well recorded in the history of Idaho, however, his Masonic affiliation does not show up 
anywhere. The Grand Lodge of Idaho assisted me in finding his affiliation with Shoshone Lodge No. 7. In 1869, in 
the Grand Lodge Proceedings for Idaho, his name appears on the first roster among the list of Master Masons for 
Shoshone Lodge U.D. From that point, I was able to track him down to Yolo Lodge No. 81 in Yolo County, 
California. He appears among the list of Master Masons in the 1858 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of California 
for that lodge. He was also involved in Idaho Masonry as early as 1865, as he is listed as part of the Committee of 
Invitation in Boise City for the Masonic Ball for Idaho Lodge No. 35. I have not yet tracked down where he was 
Initiated, Passed and Raised, but for now, it was sufficient to learn that he was a Master Mason, and active in 
Masonry in Idaho.     

From the Idaho State Historical Series for Henry Chiles Riggs, Sr., we also learn that he was elected as a 
Representative to the Idaho Territory Legislature, and introduced Bills to remove the Capitol from Lewiston to 
Boise City, and also to form a new County around Boise City. Both of these Bills were successful, and the Capitol 
moved to Boise, and the new County formed was named Ada County for his daughter, Ada. Much more has been 
written about his life and his many accomplishments, and it is abundantly clear that he was a great asset to the 
community of Boise City. 

John E. Tourtellotte 

John E Tourtellotte weighs in heavily on this story, as some of the most significant Architectural elements that 
permeate the landscape in Boise are attributed to his brilliant efforts. There is a great deal of information that has 
been written about this man, but nothing that would lead anyone to believe that he was a member of our ancient 
and honorable fraternity. He wasn’t easy to find, but I was finally able to locate his record (with some assistance 
from our Grand Secretary) in the archives of the Grand Lodge of Idaho. His record indicates that he was Raised in 
Boise Lodge No. 2 on May 7, 1892. 

His career was very impressive, and there are many buildings in the City of Boise that are attributed to him. He 
commenced work on the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist in 1906, and construction was finally completed in 
1921. His work on the Capitol Building commenced in 1905, and was completed in 1920. It seems interesting to 
note that Bro. John E. Tourtellotte and Bro. Hon. Henry C. Riggs, Sr. would have been active in Boise lodges at the 
same time. It would be fantastic to learn if there were ever any conversations relative to the arrangement of the 
grid, or the original intentions of the creator of that first plat map. Regardless, we find the front entrance of the 
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, with it’s most prominent stained glass window and a statue of St. John the 
Evangelist perched atop that façade, on the Feast Day of St. John the Evangelist, aligned perfectly to greet the 
sunrise. Was Bro. John E. Tourtellotte aware of this sacred alignment or was this all just a complete accident? The 
Capitol Building is even more interesting for our Fraternity. It has 33 steps leading to the entrance. From the front 
of the Capitol Building, the Capitol Dome is illuminated precisely halfway at sunset on June 24, and again on 
Sunrise on December 27. It contains 3 different types of columns – Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. And finally, the 
words of Bro. John E. Tourtellotte from his Capitol dedication speech: “The great white light of conscience must be 
allowed to shine and by its interior illumination make clear the path of duty.” 

Union Pacific Depot Building 

In the midst of all this construction, there is one more element that I believe further punctuates the efforts of these 
good brethren, and that is the Union Pacific Depot. Architects Thomas Hastings and Richard Shreve commenced 
plans in 1924, and construction was completed in 1925 to much fanfare. There is no mention of either of these 
Architects being Masons, but as we have already seen, this isn’t conclusive evidence that they weren’t. The siting 
of the Depot tower is precisely aligned to the center of the Capitol Building intentionally to create a spectacular 
boulevard in the style of the City Beautiful movement. There are many interesting elements to the Tower, 
including four obelisks at each corner near the top of the tower. The interior has interesting details that might lead 
a person to believe that there was some Masonic influence on this impressive structure, and hopefully time, 
perseverance and patience will reveal the connection if one exists. 
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Photographs & Illustrations 

                           

Brother Henry Chiles Riggs, Sr.                                            Brother John E. Tourtellotte 

          

Idaho State Capitol Building                       Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
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June 24 – St. John the Baptist Feast Day 

In this snapshot from the SunCalc program for June 24, 
the red line marks the direction of the sunset on June 24, 
and shows a very close alignment to the adjusted “West” 
according to the downtown grid as platted by Henry C. 
Riggs on July 7, 1863. The Capitol Building designed by 
Architect John E. Toutellotte makes good use of shadow 
on this evening, when the dome is precisely split in the 
center from the front view with shade on the right and 
light on the left. 

December 27 – St. John the Evangelist Feast Day 

In this snapshot from the SunCalc program for December 
27, the orange line marks the direction of the sunrise on 
December 27, and shows a very close alignment to the 
adjusted “East” according to the downtown grid as 
platted by Henry C. Riggs on July 7, 1863. The Cathedral 
of St. John the Evangelist, has it’s entrance oriented to 
this corrected East and was designed by Architect John E. 
Tourtellotte. The Capitol Building, also designed by 
Architect John E. Toutellotte, makes good use of shadow 
on this morning, when the dome is precisely split in the 
center from the front view with shade on the left and 
light on the right.  
 

June 24, 2016 – 9:30pm 
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Interior of Boise Depot looking toward the “adjusted” East 

Boise Depot (formerly Union Pacific Depot) with 4 obelisks perched atop the tower 
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Welcome our newest Brother: Brother Peter! 
 

October 17, 2016 

At 7pm, we held a Called Communication to Initiate Brother Peter, and now welcome him as our newest 
Entered Apprentice in Idaho Lodge No. 1 A.F. & A.M. We had an amazing cast put together by W. Bro. Levi 
Billman. Bro. Gerald Geddes, a 66 year Mason was in attendance. There were many other fine characters 
involved, and we are very grateful to all of you for making it out to support us in welcoming this fine young 
man into our lodge.  
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Idaho Lodge No. 1 

215 N. 10th St 
Boise, ID 83702 

TRESTLEBOARD 

November 7 – Stated Communications/Election of Officers for 2017 at 7:30pm, Dinner at 6:30pm 

November 14 – EA or FC degree at 7pm 

November 21 – Dark 

November 28 – EA or FC degree, or Brotherhood Night at 7pm 

December 5 – Stated Communications at 7:30pm, Dinner at 6:30pm 

 

 


