
 

 

The Idaho Builder 

 

Carnegie Library, circa 1905 
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Brother John E. Tortellotte was 
Raised on May 7, 1892. All of his 
degrees were taken within Boise 
Lodge No. 2. We have mentioned 
many of his other Architectural 
works that dot the landscape of 
Boise. This month we highlight 
the Carnegie Library Building, 
which was completed in 1905 
with Brother John E. Tortellotte 
as the Architect. The building 
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The results from the elections and the early 
appointments. 

A few questions for our brethren to help us create 
better, more engaging activities for the upcoming 
Masonic year. 
 

1

Overview of the life and Masonic Record for   
MW Bro. George Ainslie 

“Faith begins where reason sinks exhausted.” 
-Albert Pike 
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was funded primarily by Andrew 
Carnegie at the request of the 
Women’s Columbian Club. This 
was first public library in the city of 
Boise. This building is listed on the 
National Historic Register, and is 
now home to a law firm. It is truly 
impressive to contemplate the 
enormous impact that one of our 
brethren had on the landscape we 
still enjoy as drive around our city. 
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The results for this year’s elections for the 2017 Masonic Year are as follows: 

Elected Offices 

Worshipful Master: Levi Billman 

Senior Warden: Lloyd Barron 

Junior Warden: Christopher Williams 

Secretary: William K. Curtis, Jr. 

Treasurer: Richard Martin 

Board of Trustees: Christopher Williams 

Appointed Offices 

Senior Deacon: Corby Christensen 

Junior Deacon: Casey Goold 

Marshal:  

Chaplain: Perry Whitaker 

Tyler:  

Senior Steward: Bill Talley 

We will close the Lodge of Tribute for 2016 on December 19 at 6pm, with an Open 
Installation at 6:30pm. We will open the 2017 Lodge of Tribute directly after with dessert 
and refreshments to follow. Come out and welcome our new officers as they undertake their 

Election of Officers 2017 

2016 Officers          
Worshipful Master: Chris Williams    

Senior Warden: Levi Billman       
Junior Warden: Lloyd Barron     

Treasurer: Richard Martin        
Secretary: William K. Curtis, Jr.    

Senior Deacon: Corby Christensen   
Junior Deacon: Andrew Vaughn     

Marshal: Stanley E. Barker      
Chaplain: Perry Whitaker             

Tyler: Jesse Laduke                        

Lodge Survey 
We are working on gathering information on our Lodge membership to determine how we can better serve them. In attempting to 
create interesting activities for the brethren, we are often guessing as to what would be interesting to them, and sometimes we don’t 
even come close to getting it right. At best, we hope that our Lodge activities enrich the lives of our brethren and their families. In 
order to do that, it has been suggested that we take an annual survey of our membership for the following information: 

Current vocation, past vocation(s), hobbies, interests, immediate family (spouse interests, ages of children and general activity 
interests) 

After reviewing this information, we hope to create a calendar of activities that are better suited for our membership and some 
family activities that appeal to the majority of our families. If each of you would take a few minutes to respond with the requested 
information, we will do our very best to incorporate it into our calendar for the upcoming Masonic year. We know your time is 
valuable, and we look forward to providing better opportunities to enjoy some of it with your brethren.  

You can respond by e-mail, or if you prefer to simply call us, we would welcome your responses: 

Chris Williams 
cell: 208.995.6922     e-mail: chris@atlasengineering-boise.com 

Levi Billman 
cell: 208.371.6940     e-mail: leviticusrus@gmail.com 
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Masonic Career of 
Most Worshipful 
Brother George 

Ainslie 

Idaho 
1867- Initiated on November 9, 1867 

         Passed on December 19, 1867 

1868 - Raised on January 29, 1868  

           in Idaho Lodge No. 1  
1889 – Worshipful Master  

(Idaho Lodge No. 1) 

Grand Lodge AF&AM Idaho 

1890 – Most Worshipful Grand Master 

 

 
California 

1913- MW Brother George Ainslie 
passed on to the Celestial Lodge 

above on May 9, 1913 in Oakland, CA 

Most Worshipful Brother George Ainslie –  
WM Idaho No. 1 – 1889 

George Ainslie was born on October 30, 1838 in Booneville, Missouri. Not long 
after, his family moved back to Scotland until 1844. 

George Ainslie removed to Idaho on June 20, 1862 

He attended St. Louis University in 1856 and 1857. He graduated from the 
Jesuit College in St. Louis and was admitted to the Missouri bar in 1860. He 
practiced law in Missouri briefly, but moved to Colorado late in 1860. By 1862 
he moved again to Elk City, Idaho, and made it to Idaho City by 1863. 

He practiced law, and was elected to the Idaho Territorial Council in 1865, and 
soon after was elected to Council President. On June 6, 1866, he was admitted to 
practice law in Idaho. In 1874 he was the District Attorney for the Second 
District of the Idaho Territory. In 1878 he was elected as the Idaho Territorial 
Delegate to the U.S. Congress for 2 terms which ended in 1882. He was very 
active in the Democratic party, and in 1889 represented Boise County in the 
Idaho Constitutional Convention. He was also the Newspaper Editor for the 
Idaho World from 1869 to 1873. His career in politics is underscored in James H. 
Hawley’s History of Idaho, where he states of Ainslie that he was “too much of 
a politician to be a strong lawyer.” His work as a Newpaper Editor is especially 
noteworthy, as he made it his duty to refrain from sensationalizing stories, and 
presenting only the facts. With regard to court cases, he never reported 
anything until a verdict had been reached in court, so as not to unduly 
influence anyone, and therefore impede the judicial process. He was very 
outspoken on politics and when there was a request for nomination of one 
Colonel H.W. Moulton for Territorial Governor of Idaho, who hailed from 
South Carolina, Ainslie stated “we have no particular sympathy or fellow 
feeling for Radicals of any kind, but if we are to be damned with Radical 
officials we certainly prefer Idaho Radicals to any of the imported stock.” 

In the May 18, 1867 issue of the Idaho World, George Ainslie’s home is among 
the list of those saved from a fire that nearly burned the whole town down 
again. 

When he moved from Idaho City to Boise in 1890, he was involved in the 
formation of the Boise Rapid Transit Company, and the Artesian Hot and Cold 
Water Company. He served as the Vice President of the Artesian Hot and Cold 
Water Company for 10 years, and served as one of its directors until 1902. 

He married Sara Owens in Boise on March 27, 1866. They had two children, 
Lucy and Adelma. 

He moved to California in 1908 due to heart problems to get the medical care he 
required. He passed on to the Celestial Lodge above in Oakland, California on 
May 9, 1913. 

MW Brother Ainslie certainly lived quite a colorful life, and contributed a great 
deal to our state. I believe he is another fine example of the efforts put forth by 
our forefathers, and the tremendous impact that one man’s life can have on his 
community when it is well spent. 
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Welcome our newest Brother: Brother Chris! 
 

November 14, 2016 

At 7pm, we held a Called Communication to Initiate Brother Chris, and now welcome him as our newest 
Entered Apprentice in Idaho Lodge No. 1 A.F. & A.M. We had an amazing cast put together by W. Bro. Levi 
Billman. Bro. Jerry Parsons from Boise Lodge No. 2 was in attendance, and supported us as our Junior Deacon. 
W. Bro. Justin Boyer from Capital City No. 93 stepped in as our Senior Deacon. Bro. Krim Alileche from 
Capital City No. 93 was our Marshal throughout the evening. Our newest member by affiliation Bro. Bill 
Talley sat as our Treasurer for the opening and closing, and was Junior Steward for the degree. Bro. Lloyd 
Barron sat as JW throughout the evening, and his Father Bro. Lee Barron was our Chaplain. Bro. Casey Goold 
sat as Senior Steward throughout the evening. We are very grateful to all of you for making it out to support 
us in welcoming this fine young man into our lodge.  
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Idaho Lodge No. 1 

215 N. 10th St 
Boise, ID 83702 

TRESTLEBOARD 

December 5 – Stated Communications at 7:30pm, Dinner at 6:30pm 

December 12 –FC degree at 7pm 

December 19 – 2017 Installation of Officers at 6:30pm, Dessert/Refreshments to follow 

December 26 – Dark 

January 2 – Stated Communications at 7:30pm, Dinner at 6:30pm 

 

 


