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Vascular disease remains top category for coding gaps

Vascular Disease has consistently been Security Health Plan’s category with the most open Hierarchical Condition Category Coding (HCC) gaps compared to other categories at the end of each calendar year. 

The Vascular Disease category includes the following HHC categories: 

• HCC 106: Atherosclerosis of Extremities with Ulceration or Gangrene
• HCC 107: Vascular Disease with Complications
• HCC 108: Vascular Disease
• HCC 161: Chronic Ulcer of Skin, Except Pressure
• HCC 189: Amputation Status, Lower Limb/Amputation Complications
 
The Vascular Disease hierarchy is as follows:

	HCC
	Hierarchs HCC

	106
	107,108, 161 & 189

	107
	108


 
Common diagnoses in the vascular HCC category and documentation tips to address them are outlined on the table below. Specific documentation is important to describe your patient’s condition and assure that accurate diagnosis codes are assigned. These are key factors in assigning the appropriate risk adjustment factors to your patient’s risk score. This assures accurate payment from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid services to provide care for your patient.

	HCC
	Diagnosis
	Documentation Tips

	106
Atherosclerosis of Extremities with Ulceration or Gangrene
	
· Atherosclerosis with ulceration or gangrene

· Gas gangrene
	Please specify:
· The extremity involved (include laterality)
· Native artery or bypass (type)
· Location of ulcer or gangrene treatment

Treatment plan:
· Follow up evaluation or referral
· Medication
· Wound care




	HCC
	Diagnosis
	Documentation Tips

	107
Vascular Disease with Complications

	
· Aneurysm with rupture
· Embolism & thrombosis
· Arterial Dissection
· Varicose veins with ulcer
· Chronic venous hypertension with ulcer

	Please identify:
· Location of abnormality
· Status of aneurysm
· Vessel involved (include type if bypass graft)
· Location of ulcer
· Other complications

Treatment plan:
· Follow up evaluation or referral
· Anticoagulants or another Rx
· Wound care
 


	108
Vascular Disease
	
· Diabetic peripheral angiopathy without gangrene/ulcer
· Atherosclerosis with intermittent claudication or rest pain
· Aneurysm without rupture
· Ectasia
· Peripheral vascular disease
· Acute or chronic embolism & thrombosis
	Please identify: 
· Causative condition (use linking words like due to, caused by, etc.)
· Location & type of abnormality
· Vessel involved (include type if bypass graft)
· Chronicity of embolism or thrombosis
· Claudication, rest pain or any other associated signs or symptoms

Treatment plan:
· Follow up evaluation or referral
· Anticoagulants or another Rx
· Lifestyle modification

**Please note that the Office of Inspector General is performing audits related to claudication. 
Their concern is that patients with neurogenic claudication are being miscoded as having vascular claudication.  Be specific that claudication is due to vascular disease when making a diagnosis of claudication.


	161
Chronic Ulcer of Skin, Except Pressure
	
· Non pressure chronic ulcer 
· Diabetes with foot or skin ulcer
· Atherosclerosis with ulceration
	Please identify: 
· Causative condition
· Diabetes type if present
· Location & stage of ulcer
· Evidence of necrosis
· Vessel (including type) associated with atherosclerosis

Treatment plan:
· Medications
· Wound care
· Referrals
· Lifestyle modifications

	189
Amputation Status, Lower Limb/Amputation Complications
 

	Amputation 


	Please identify amputation specifics:
· Location
· Extent
· Cause (traumatic/non-traumatic) 
· Complications (neuroma, infection, necrosis or dehiscence)

Treatment plan:
· Wound care
· Medication
· Fitting and adjustment of prosthetic device



Additional information about HCC coding is available on the Security Health Plan Provider page. Please visit https://www.securityhealth.org/providers/hcc for additional resources.
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