
 

 

How to Take Good Photos With Your Phone 

7 Tips 
   

Focus on one subject. 

Many of the best photos include just one, interesting subject. Spend some extra time setting up the 

shot. Some professional photographers say that the subject shouldn't fill the entire frame, and that 

two-thirds of the photo should be negative space -- that helps the subject stand out even more. 

   

Tap the screen of your smartphone to focus the camera on your subject -- that'll help to ensure that 

it's focused and the lighting is optimized. 

   

Embrace negative space. 

"Negative space" simply refers to the areas around and between the subjects of an image --and it can 

take a photo from "good" to "great." 

   

When you include a lot of empty space in a photo, your subject will stand out more and evoke a 

stronger reaction from your viewer.  

   

Find different perspectives. 

Taking photos from a unique, unexpected angle can make them more memorable -- it tends to create 

an illusion of depth or height with the subjects. It also makes the image stand out, since most mobile 

photos are taken either straight -on or from a bird's eye view. 



   

Try taking a photo directly upward and playing with the sky as negative space or try taking the picture 

at a slight downward angle. 

   

Avoid zooming in. 

When you take a photo from a distance, it's tempting to zoom in on something specific you're trying to 

capture. It's actually better not to zoom in -- doing so can make the photo appear grainy, blurry, or 

pix-elated. 

   

Instead, try to get closer to your subject. That way, you won't compromise quality, and it's easier to 

play around or optimize a larger image. 

   

Use natural light. 

Take advantage of the sources of natural light you can find, even after dark. This gives you a chance 

to play with shadows or create a silhouette with other ambient sources of light, like traffic and 

surrounding buildings.  

   

If you use flash, try doing it only during the day. Sometimes, using your camera's flash can improve a 

photo. Flash can help to soften some dark shadows behind or beneath your main subject. 

   

Consider buying a mobile tripod. 

Although mobile devices make it easy to snap any photo on the go, there's never been an easy way 

to ensure the shot stays level and balanced when you shoot -- especially if you want to be in the 

picture and not just take a typical selfie with your extended arm. 

   

Clean your phone's lens. 

A smartphone camera might be more convenient to carry around than a full-fledged photojournalist's 

camera, but it comes at the cost of protection. 

   

The device's camera lens is collecting all kinds of dust and lint. Be sure to clean this lens with a soft 

handkerchief before taking a photo.  
 


