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New Year, New Calendar, New "Office"
A new year always brings fresh energy, and 2026 is no exception for the Shenandoah
River District. While the district team has moved out of our physical office and into fully
remote work, our commitment to being present has not changed. You will still see us on
the road, in congregations, and around the district, connecting face to face and supporting
the work God is doing in local ministry.

We are also excited to share the new VAUMC calendar, which brings together
conference-wide events, local church happenings, and Shenandoah River District
gatherings in one place. It is one more way to stay connected and see how God’s work is
unfolding across our shared life. The calendar is filterable and searchable and offers a
number of different views (Monthly, Weekly, Year, List, Tiles) and gives viewrs the ability to
toggle calendars and events on and off.

In his message linked above, our District Superintendent reflects on what it means to
stay connected in this season. He offers a simple but meaningful invitation for clergy to
take a colleague out for coffee, build community, and continue the work of God’s kingdom
together. As this new year begins, may it be filled with connection, collaboration, and
God’s blessing on all that lies ahead in ministry.

https://files.constantcontact.com/bfc12f05701/81054b74-32e5-4bff-b61b-2945739d2a88.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/bfc12f05701/81054b74-32e5-4bff-b61b-2945739d2a88.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYlDtsA9TMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYlDtsA9TMY
https://teamup.com/ks2kb1koi78in4zujc?tz=Calendar%20default&showProfileAndInfo=0&showSidepanel=1&showViewHeader=1&showAgendaDetails=0&showDateControls=1&showDateRange=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYlDtsA9TMY


It's time for Year-End Statistical
Reporting!
Important Deadlines to remember when inputting your Year-End
Statistics
 
Tables are open in Unity to input your financial numbers.
 
Table 1 Deadline - January 15, 2026
Tables 2 and 3 - January 31, 2026
 
Please contact the District Office if you have any questions! 540-
433-2382

STATISTICS
HELP GUIDE

POSTPONED: Committee Orientation
We have postponed our Committee Orientation session. When we have updated details
and information, we will be sure to let you know.

Coffee Hour with Lan Wilson
Rev. Lan Wilson began his role in July 2025 as the
Director of Belonging and Advocacy for the Virginia
Annual Conference. He is touring all eight districts to
share who he is, what his office is all about, and learn
what's going on in your part of the state (with regards to
life, socioeconomics, culture, justice, ministry). He will be
asking how the annual conference can resource/support
you.

﻿Lan will be in the Shenandoah River District in
February. More details to come!

https://teamup.com/ks2kb1koi78in4zujc?title=Shenandoah%20River%20District%20Calendar&tz=Calendar%20default&showProfileAndInfo=0&showSidepanel=1&showViewHeader=1&showAgendaDetails=0&showDateControls=1&showDateRange=1
https://teamup.com/ks2kb1koi78in4zujc?title=Shenandoah%20River%20District%20Calendar&tz=Calendar%20default&showProfileAndInfo=0&showSidepanel=1&showViewHeader=1&showAgendaDetails=0&showDateControls=1&showDateRange=1
https://files.constantcontact.com/bfc12f05701/3fd5862d-ebf0-4d28-b6bd-2c0a59e59fbe.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/bfc12f05701/3fd5862d-ebf0-4d28-b6bd-2c0a59e59fbe.pdf?rdr=true


Clergy - Mark Your Calendars!
We will be offering a Valentine Luncheon (no agenda -
just come and enjoy a meal and fellowship together) at
the following regions:

February 2nd - Central Region
February 4th - Southern Region
February 9th - Eastern Region
February 11th - Northern Region

Details will be forthcoming soon! Mark Your Calendar!

UMM Dinner Meeting & Rally
The United Methodist Men of Manor Memorial UMC in New Market invite all men of the
district to a Dinner Meeting and Rally on March 2, 2026 at Manor Memorial. A meal, which
will be served at 6:30 PM, will be provided to all who attend at no charge. A free will
offering to benefit Camp Overlook will be available.

LEARN MORE & REGISTER

Save the Date: April 25
Save the date! Shenandoah River District is offering a training day on April 25, 2026.
Offered at Bridgewater UMC and Macedonia UMC, we will learn from Tim Ward and his
keynote presentation and offer breakout groups for other ministries. Details and
registration info will be released soon. Don't forget to mark your calendar!

 

The Q Source
The Q Source is a publication from the Virginia
Conference that aims to give members an easy digest of
the work happening across the Conference.

You can find information from the Shenandoah River
District on page 22.

View Q Source

https://www.cognitoforms.com/VAUMC/UMMMensDinnerandMeeting
https://doc.vaumc.org/QuarterlyReports/2025Q3VAUMC.pdf


January 29: UM Day at the General Assembly
February: Coffee Talk with Lan
March 2: UMM Dinner
April 25: District Training

For Clergy
Valentine lunches coming in February 2026! More to come.

Full Calendar

 

Coffee On Us
Rev. Rachel Plemmons, Rev. Taeshin Kim and Rev. Tommy Stelzl enjoy time together on
January 7th.

As we sunset Partners in Ministry, the District has launched a new initiative to bring
folks together across the Shenandoah River District. We have set aside the
remaining balance of the PIM budget for supporting new (and existing) relationships
between clergy and laity. So, in the coming weeks, please call up a new friend and
go out for coffee together. Our hope is that you discuss new ways of doing ministry
in your community together. Simply take a selfie (just like Taeshin, Tommy and
Rachel!) with you and the person you had coffee with and send us a picture of the
receipt. We will gladly reimburse you for both coffees! 

Find links and information from the Virginia Conference below.

UMC Bishops support Latin America and Caribbean Bishops on
Venezuela

https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org/umday-2026/
https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org/umm-news/
https://teamup.com/ks2kb1koi78in4zujc?title=Shenandoah%20River%20District%20Calendar&tz=Calendar%20default&showProfileAndInfo=0&showSidepanel=1&showViewHeader=1&showAgendaDetails=0&showDateControls=1&showDateRange=1
https://e4pxmbtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yBDvKNBgbGq_I_ru3Wblj5Bq1-3Npg_3aJgC5hVWo4RxWJywsYb4qYizCj9eF7BIHfUpONe7k2jyEL1YxCYKZt6uuPli-bXdbZTWWaA2bOX1H29HmuTU5NzEM5cIrfK2ajPZc9N8BrHz8To3JJRVA7WHEot5f0h8ITHWttN4U_PRcS5X_IjxJusWR66b4qePG3Xv4cTsjBifiNv0oGEj7PpE7Nntbse73RJbWH6jVwnYkWrYF6HW3Q==&c=11FAW9b9-iS6bNked-hJMPelIEvBH9b70o60Nglk9iWhEwC24hqliQ==&ch=pI28dXTXybi3197Fi2XSYPX7rIPSnbrBELuvO3LE8eHQkwiP4uwpnQ==
https://e4pxmbtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yBDvKNBgbGq_I_ru3Wblj5Bq1-3Npg_3aJgC5hVWo4RxWJywsYb4qYizCj9eF7BIHfUpONe7k2jyEL1YxCYKZt6uuPli-bXdbZTWWaA2bOX1H29HmuTU5NzEM5cIrfK2ajPZc9N8BrHz8To3JJRVA7WHEot5f0h8ITHWttN4U_PRcS5X_IjxJusWR66b4qePG3Xv4cTsjBifiNv0oGEj7PpE7Nntbse73RJbWH6jVwnYkWrYF6HW3Q==&c=11FAW9b9-iS6bNked-hJMPelIEvBH9b70o60Nglk9iWhEwC24hqliQ==&ch=pI28dXTXybi3197Fi2XSYPX7rIPSnbrBELuvO3LE8eHQkwiP4uwpnQ==


Dakotas-Minnesota Bishop shares letter following Minneapolis death
Group zeroes in on number, work of US bishops
UM Day at the General Assembly 2026
Wild Church Webinar
Wonder Summit: Reimagining Congregational Worship & Prayer with
Children
2026 Youth Service Fund Grants

SEJ Disaster Academy
The SEJ Disaster Academy will be held in Downtown Nashville at the Scaritt-Bennett
facility and the Denman Building February 25-27﻿

The REGISTRATION LINK is now open for the 2026 SEJ Disaster Academy. Please
register for courses and lodging before noon on January 23, 2026.

Find the latest news and information from our Ministry Partners using the links below!

Lay Servant News -- January Update
Reconciling Ministries – Helen Ryde’s Legacy
United Methodist Men's News

March Event Registration
Camp Overlook News

The Shenandoah River District
Office Phone: 540-433-2382

Website: ShenandoahRiverDistrict.org

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ShenandoahRiverDistrict

﻿District Staff﻿

Rev. Dr. Kyungsuk Cho - District Superintendent - ShenandoahRiverDS@vaumc.org

Rev. Tommy Stelzl - Developer of Congregational Innovation -
Tommy Stelzl@vaumc.org

Mrs. Debbie Creech - District Administrator - DebbieCreech@vaumc.org

Kim Johnson - VAUMC Director of Resourcing, SRD Communications -
kimjohnson@vaumc.org 

Do you have any changes, errors,or additions to the District Website?
﻿Click here to complete the form.

https://e4pxmbtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yBDvKNBgbGq_I_ru3Wblj5Bq1-3Npg_3aJgC5hVWo4RxWJywsYb4qYizCj9eF7BIiUfzDNRC39LziGQsaBSnMDhJZV0yUyOLp65hwEey4qTy1YGSwX0GFdEluw1xDMWtyJStCFGlfTciDrdYESaZrbbFcYqsQ_zsvLqgPCwgFoPgXEcrZ5gE3r_VWWXTc4SkQnud_mzDOFxHQH6Nv2roSWEwRGnvgfT42WWNTW3uE-MCVguAF5NzPNR3F0OYs_HUTayKNynseEC_UlUdgAbU0YIRoHvSB2WO&c=11FAW9b9-iS6bNked-hJMPelIEvBH9b70o60Nglk9iWhEwC24hqliQ==&ch=pI28dXTXybi3197Fi2XSYPX7rIPSnbrBELuvO3LE8eHQkwiP4uwpnQ==
https://e4pxmbtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yBDvKNBgbGq_I_ru3Wblj5Bq1-3Npg_3aJgC5hVWo4RxWJywsYb4qYizCj9eF7BI7LKRJuo1wSyb80Mnr03msBpnIvLeJq-RmKHHl4A6HWU9CrrfoaQ7NRQF6A4sI2vLG1NNLlyXmiP8x1SXfTM_rws5Vr8JLI5unRYPrCBAfVdPbG6kp6ci9C3zXRAmh3DeT-e_dIlO8nIky9ehqDWJPMQ7gTFr1HUY&c=11FAW9b9-iS6bNked-hJMPelIEvBH9b70o60Nglk9iWhEwC24hqliQ==&ch=pI28dXTXybi3197Fi2XSYPX7rIPSnbrBELuvO3LE8eHQkwiP4uwpnQ==
https://8hhepi6ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zKP8y4tGi3tbz4idjwCMMqDzU8e-BeqeeVNKPoCMBn-o3ebwdBKWicjwd9Yl4btN8CAO7InyqQ24ONie1t1n45lFONS2YxuMRdvxCu8h2Gzz3o0VNZxcgvOCI59YfbMcReOMqBHHSAqVlSO8Bz2t_gVcDUl5Pi0J6DZ2UQOTr-GsDhnIUCgRHrSIi6NdAKznoOHFxlLYXGWnSHcTMqpLHg==&c=x25WP5H51_0wBlWbWKf4tMj3XVO7e78akoRU4-dykBZFN7z9ivxvEw==&ch=SBByX5fN_gvEvYIuFeG9KuEjCcx8H7dqibX4uIcBIxNK-Yj4GTdrOw==
https://e4pxmbtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yBDvKNBgbGq_I_ru3Wblj5Bq1-3Npg_3aJgC5hVWo4RxWJywsYb4qYizCj9eF7BIOf8IixoU8HbNBl21jzlZvknbmoHb56F3kZ0Y0SEQ97-napyIz6uhN5NF1-Ev4Zq6LgUBBGaG9zOhb8DdGmFN2gXhvmY_b-VPd9PYz0_2koO7l868JMSPUQ==&c=11FAW9b9-iS6bNked-hJMPelIEvBH9b70o60Nglk9iWhEwC24hqliQ==&ch=pI28dXTXybi3197Fi2XSYPX7rIPSnbrBELuvO3LE8eHQkwiP4uwpnQ==
https://e4pxmbtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yBDvKNBgbGq_I_ru3Wblj5Bq1-3Npg_3aJgC5hVWo4RxWJywsYb4qYizCj9eF7BIN3cHQYVSfQbugwU_VN3qjqYuTDW7zzb3F2oXkSCi_FklRe1VTu-kQy6xvEsJZGf9J1HhEHzCF4NA4UBChx8BZpCcmlyTbSHBoT0gqjJN_k4dJKC1A-BTsvaaD1xLZ1aRsakRmqopLUbtVUBwQMVCdNtN3Sf7WJhCfEWZNWqcw8E1JC9xG3pUJwMfMtdUuDXT&c=11FAW9b9-iS6bNked-hJMPelIEvBH9b70o60Nglk9iWhEwC24hqliQ==&ch=pI28dXTXybi3197Fi2XSYPX7rIPSnbrBELuvO3LE8eHQkwiP4uwpnQ==
https://e4pxmbtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yBDvKNBgbGq_I_ru3Wblj5Bq1-3Npg_3aJgC5hVWo4RxWJywsYb4qYizCj9eF7BIN3cHQYVSfQbugwU_VN3qjqYuTDW7zzb3F2oXkSCi_FklRe1VTu-kQy6xvEsJZGf9J1HhEHzCF4NA4UBChx8BZpCcmlyTbSHBoT0gqjJN_k4dJKC1A-BTsvaaD1xLZ1aRsakRmqopLUbtVUBwQMVCdNtN3Sf7WJhCfEWZNWqcw8E1JC9xG3pUJwMfMtdUuDXT&c=11FAW9b9-iS6bNked-hJMPelIEvBH9b70o60Nglk9iWhEwC24hqliQ==&ch=pI28dXTXybi3197Fi2XSYPX7rIPSnbrBELuvO3LE8eHQkwiP4uwpnQ==
https://e4pxmbtab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yBDvKNBgbGq_I_ru3Wblj5Bq1-3Npg_3aJgC5hVWo4RxWJywsYb4qT7gWfl-dmszFEysNSJuUrL7T2oLryQR-yFIe_1Mg-JcKwJgW8Wtrbp-wbJ1aPSDjAUMfDbOT2sdJ3bM1mlCud9B64Cou_gQs9F-Nejp3fCCKTT41kRfsgA=&c=11FAW9b9-iS6bNked-hJMPelIEvBH9b70o60Nglk9iWhEwC24hqliQ==&ch=pI28dXTXybi3197Fi2XSYPX7rIPSnbrBELuvO3LE8eHQkwiP4uwpnQ==
https://www.cognitoforms.com/TWKUMC/2026SEJAcademyRegistration
https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org/whats-happening/
https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org/lay-servant-update-january-2026/
https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org/reconciling-ministries-helen-rydes-legacy/
https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org/umm-update-january-2026/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/VAUMC/UMMMensDinnerandMeeting
https://www.shenandoahriverdistrict.org/overlook-update-jan2026/
http://shenandoahriverdistrict.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ShenandoahRiverDistrict
mailto:ShenandoahRiverDS@vaumc.org
mailto:TommyStelzl@vaumc.org
mailto:DebbieCreech@vaumc.org
mailto:kimjohnson@vaumc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecmaYOwfLtZPiRxLVwRznq3jUXcrdqtZrDR3dJCIY2MBivxg/viewform


If you would like to include an article in this newsletter, please email Debbie Creech, District
Administrator, at DebbieCreech@vaumc.org by the 20th of each month.
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