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H 
ow fortunate are we as New Englanders to live 
111 such an intriguing part of the country? One 

never knows what hidden treasure or architect,1ral 
wonder resides around any bend in the road. One 
such wonder lies along Roule 127 in Gloucester, MA. 
Regardless of the weather and against the backdrop 
of waves crashing along the rocks below, Hammond 
Castle Museum stands tall. Mysterious, formidable 
and fascinating. 

The Castle was built between 1926 and 1929 
by inventor John Hays Hammond.Jr. "Despite the 
fact that he was one of the most prolific inventors 
in American history, most people haven' t heard of 
him;· explains Caleb McMurphy, the Museum's di­
rector of visitor services and education and a Ham­
mond savanL McMurphy's knowledge is astounding; 
his enthusiasm and love of history and innuendo 
are perfectly suited for his role. McMurphy shares 
Hammond's accomplishments with pride, as if he 
knew the inventor himself. "Most weU-known for his 
contributions to the field of radio control, the same 
technology behind today's drones ... Hammond did 
a lot of work with remotely controlled boats and 
torpedoes while that technology was in its infancy ... 
In 1914, he pilots a full-size ship called the Natalia 
from Gloucester to Boston and back using only a 
system of radio masts on the shore, not a single 
living soul aboard. This was two years after the Ti­
tanic happened so that was a pretty exciting exper­
iment. .. " Hammond's patents range from acoustics, 
audio dynamics, audio preservation, telephonies, 
television, and the military (bombs, shells, mines, 
missiles). Hammond is quoted as saying, "At least 
it can be said that I have contributed means for 
man to express his nobler passions as well as his 
baser ones ... " 

If one were to play six degrees of separation with 
Hammond ( J 888-1965), one would be amazed al 
how many people he knew, how many lives he 

touched and how many genres he inOuenced over 

his life, from science to the literary, from the artistic 

h ult Not to mention the physical structure to t e occ 
nd which his life revolved.arou 

ti though? Or "Abbadia Mare; Latin 
Why a cas e, 
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Above: The organ console (not the original). More than 

8,000 organ pipes are embedded within the upper 

"keep." Photo: Frank C Grace. 

for Abbey by the Sea, as Hammond referred to his 
home, where 11th century Norman architecture 
meets 13th French Gothic meets 15th century
French chateau along this stunning shoreline.
"Hammond had always wanted to live in a castle,
according to existing documentation;· says McMur­
phy. The castle offered expansive laboratory space, 
provided a private home for him and his wife Irene, 
housed the massive pipe organ he constructed over 
his lifetime, and, most importantly, "Hammond Cas­
tle from 1930 on, has always been open as a musewn 
for the public, in some capacity. Hammond had 
always intended for the Castle to be a museum. He 
once wrote that its sole excuse for existence is that
it be a museum for public education:" 

The Museum is helmed by Linda Harvey, an ex­
traordinary fundraiser with a deep commitment to
Cape Ann. Over the past five years under Harvey's
leadership, museum attendance has increased tomore than 60,000 a year. Some seek knowledge ofHammond himself, marveling at his ingenuity; his-

Lory lovers want Lo experience the stunni 
I . -r ngcollec. Lion of aut 1ent1c art1,acts, the massive pi pe orgai, (comprised of nearly 8,400 pipes) that is c • . urrenul under resLoraL1on; or to gaze 1n awe at the mu 

urn's architectural presentation. "I love myjob,"s: 
shares. "Every day there is something new 10 �
inspired by ••• I can sti l l  walk through this buiidin,
and find things I hadn't noticed before."Whilethe;
are few women in museum leadership positi ons.
Harvey sees growth and is generally encouraged. Having always carried a reputation as beinga
fun and curious destination for New England school 
children and a family visit during a Cape Ann i-aca. 
tion, the Castle had simply gone through ·a quiel 
period:' Under Harvey's watch, the �luseum ·weni 
from a sleepy little dark secret museum that realfy 
wasn't in the public's eye" to one oflhe most popular 

destinations on Cape Ann. 
The Museum's renaissance continues as 11 

begins to focus more on the inventions and their 
cultural significance, "�th an emphasis on primari 
source documentation about the Castle 11.sel( 
Harvey's agenda includes new programming aimed 
at bringing visitors back more frequent ly as well 
as constantly restoring the structure. ·one of mi 
biggest goals of the moment is to restore the o� 
and make sure that we can hear it played again. 
Hammond himself could not play it and yet it meant
the world to him. l\lost exciting to Harvey is when 
the visit is a young person's first experience insulea

• . f d Jntroduc· museum, sparking tl1e1r sense o won er. 
d ing a museum as a place of mystery, learning-an 

• • t erestmg fun. ·1 just look for a healthy, groMng, m 
th' 

. , h ·•ht pa • 
future for this museum-and its on t en,, 

1 
And while art exhibitions are challenging t o�: 

• I • the Grand " due to spatiaJ limitations \\�l Hn 
•n 

. ally happen J 
during high season, they occaswn 
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