
Meet GMU’s New Grads! 
The Rev. Teri-Smith Jones is a priest, attorney, and army 
veteran who holds a J.D. degree from the Catholic University of 
America. She recently also earned her M.Div. degree from 
GMU, where she will be continuing in the D.Min. program, 
developing courses in chaplaincy as her doctoral project. 

A practicing attorney for 35 years, Teri is currently a Social 
Security disability law consultant. She is also a board certified 
chaplain, a pastoral counselor, and a professed member of the 
Lindisfarne Community. Her primary ministry is as a volunteer 
hospice and community chaplain. “I found GMU while exploring 

ways to fill the gaps in my theological education as I prepared for ordination,” Teri recalls. “I 
was attracted to GMU by its progressive approach to theology, its independent study 
platform, and its reasonable fee structure. While I understood that what GMU offered was 
not a traditional seminary education, it was exactly what I needed. My classes allowed me 
to expand my understanding and reflect theologically with respect to sacramental, social 
justice, and pastoral care ministries, and the feedback I received in response to my papers, 
projects, and sermons was very helpful. I am exceedingly grateful to GMU and its faculty for 
the opportunity to expand my learning in this inclusive environment." 

The Rev. Dr. Roberta Fuller is a priest who has recently 
completed her D.Th. at GMU. She previously earned 
Bachelors and Masters of Education degrees from the 
University of Toronto. Her GMU dissertation examined the 
role of the encyclical “Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common 
Home” in Pope Francis’ ecological vision for the United States 
and Canada. “It was not only challenging to study about 
humanity's urgent need for climate action,” says Roberta, 
who lives on an organic farm, “but especially exciting to do 
so as we approached the fifth anniversary of the encyclical 
this year.” 

Roberta reports that she was encouraged to pursue studies 
at GMU by Bishop Bridget Mary Meehan, Dean of GMU’s D.Min. and M.Div. programs – “a 
friend and someone I admire.” 
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The Rev. Frances Handy, a priest who recently earned her 
M.Th. in Pastoral Care from GMU, was led to the university 
as part of her preparation for ordination. In pursuing her 
degree, Fran especially valued Provost Emeritus Dr. Michael 
Conley’s course on homiletics, and a course taught by Gail 
Schultz, M.Th., on spiritual direction. As she works toward 
certification as a life coach (a program at another 
institution), Fran’s ministry is working with men and 
woman who have gone through drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation and need assistance obtaining housing, 

medical appointments, and food stamps. Her dream is to find an old house and convert it into 
a shelter for homeless families. 

Global Ministries University warmly congratulates our new grads! 


