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The 32nd annual conference and meeting of the Association of Moral Theologians of India (AMTI) was held at Dharmaram Vidya Kshethram, Bengaluru from 21st to 23rd October 2022. The conference attended by 46 members of the Association discussed the theme, Towards a Synodal Church: Moral Implications. The conference began with a prayer by Daisy DST and a welcome by Augustine Kallely, the secretary of AMTI and Dr. Joy Kakkanattu, the President of DVK. Inaugurating the conference, Most Rev. Dr. Peter Machado, the Archbishop of Bengaluru enumerated Ten moral indicators of being a synodal Church, such as humility, patient listening, honesty and transparency, etc.  Referring to the Icon of the Synod, he pointed out that the procession is led by a child, indicating that it can be slow. Journeying with others may demand to be slow and patient. Shaji George Kochuthara, in his Presidential address, drew attention to the key emphases of synodality: communion, participation and mission. The conference explored the various moral implications of being a synodal Church in eight sessions including a panel discussion.
In the keynote address, Yesu Karunanidhi clarified that synodality is a call for a participatory Church, a community that journeys together. The second session focused on the fundamental ethical values of synodality. While Mathew Illathuparambil emphasized the essential place of transparency and accountability in a synodal Church, John Karuvelil presented equality and justice as keys to building a synodal Church and Jipson Joseph Edapulavan demanded that the decision-making in a synodal Church should be a process of active participation, consultation and co-responsibility.
The third session in the form of a panel discussion explored the ways to make the Indian Church more synodal. Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath, Bishop of Mandya emphasized the new ways of being with the people establishing a heart to heart connection beyond a juridical mindset; John Crasta pointed to freeing the Indian Church from the iron clutches of clericalism, integration of Dalit and Tribal Christians into the mainstream, ensuring gender justice in the decision-making process, real participatory pastoral planning and listing to the cries of the poor; Jossy Peter representing the laity drew attention to the proactive role of the clergy, the promotion of the link between happiness and faith, inclusive approach to all sorts of people, the inclusion of the laity in the planning and execution of Church activities and dialogue as the way of the Church.  The fourth session shed light on incorporating various groups of people in a synodal Church. While Ann Mary Madavanakkad CMC pointed out the inclusion of women, Nelson Mathew, OCarm suggested a good model of lay participation and Sahayaraj Stanley SJ highlighted the various ethical implications of the incorporation and participation.
The fifth and sixth sessions were about the exercise of authority and power in a synodal Church. Josin Kathakulam, Christopher Vimalraj Hiruthaya and William Eronimoose MI pointed out the ways to defeat the abuse of power expressed in the form of clericalism and hierarchicalism. Paulachan Kochappilly analysed the ethical implications of synodality from an Eastern perspective especially found in the Syro Malabar Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist. Vimala Chenginimattam CMC pointed out the importance of training the seminarians and the religious in the virtue of synodality.
The seventh session linked synodality with the care for the marginalized groups in the Church. While James Kumar CSsR focused on the inclusion of the migrants, Gigesh Thomas highlighted the place of the economically and culturally poor and Jovit Maria FCC researched the ways of integrating religious and cultural pluralism with the idea of a synodal Church.  The conference's final session paid attention to the moral evaluation of some of the recent court verdicts. Ahrai Washington, Shaji Georege Kochuthara and Jijo T. Varghese Kaithavan presented the moral perspectives of considering sex work as a profession, the criminalization of marital rape and the permission granted to homosexual relations.
Four young scholars of the association, Shanu Fernandez, Jijo T. Varghese Kaithavana, Reji Kizhakkekkootu PMI and Jipson Joseph Edapulavan, presented the findings of their recently defended doctoral theses.  The celebration of the Holy Eucharist in three different rites, Syro-Malabar, Syro-Malankara and Latin, delivered an enriching experience to the participants of the conference.
As the tenure of current office bearers ended, a new team was elected. Shaji Georege Kochuthara was reelected as the President and together with him Praveen Leo Lasrado (Secretary), Ann Mary Madvanakkad CMC (Vice President) and Bosco (Treasurer) constitute the new team. The members thanked the outgoing team – Augustine Kallely (Secretary), Vimala Chenginimattam (Vice-President), and Thomas Parayil (Treasurer). 
