Report of 27th Annual Conference of the Association of Moral Theologians of India (AMTI)

The Association of Moral Theologians of India held its 27th Annual Conference from 19-21 October 2018 at Dharmaram Vidya Kshethram, Bangalore. The three days conference reflected upon the theme “Liberative Ethics: Contextual Voices from India.” Shaji George Kochuthara in his  presidential address pointed out poverty, agricultural crisis, caste system, corruption, discrimination against women, destruction of the environment, etc. as some of the features of the Indian context which calls to make liberation an ethical imperative. His Excellency Mar Antony Kariyil, Bishop of Mandya, inaugurated the conference. In his inaugural address, he explored the historical grounds of various discriminations, especially the caste in the Indian society from a sociological perspective.  Rev. Fr. Edward Thomas presented the keynote address and highlighted the necessity of a new framework within the Church to liberate ourselves first from the clutches of discriminating attitudes so that we can liberate the other. 
The conference had in total nine sessions with fourteen papers (by James Kumar, John Karuvelil, Saji Kanayankal, Thomas Parayil, Josephraj, Amrit Tirkey, Vimala Chenginimattam, Scaria Kanniyakonil, Paulachan Kochappilly, Gregory Arokiaswamy, Sahayaraj Stanely, Augustine Chennattu, Christopher Vimalraj Hirthya and X.D. Selvaraj) and seven poster presentations (by Ann Mary, Titus James, Shinu Uthuppan, Daisy George, Nelson Mathew, Paul Parecattil, Ansa George). Some of the papers attempted to bring out different types of tools that could be used to liberate the people from various abusive structures. Seeking insights from Catholic social teachings to liberate the dalits from oppression, it has been suggested that dalits should come forward willingly to renounce the graded inequality among them. In the process of liberating dalits, we need a shift from an ethics of conformity to an ethics of dissent, shift from individual morality to social and ecological ethics, shift from a – historical bourgeois ethics to a contextual subaltern ethics, shift from a mere intellectual exercise to an ethical reasoning with its demands of human dignity, equality, social justice, etc. Bringing an example from Tamilnadu, VPLS (Vision-Principle-Law-Schemes) has been suggested as a liberative ethical methodology. 
While discussing the liberative line in the context of corporate culture, the need of personal integrity has been emphasised. Moral imagination and creativity of the managers and employees of the corporation must inseparably be related with the ethical structure and culture of corporate integrity theories for liberative corporative decisions. Heeding to the teachings of Caritas in Veritate, which proposes the centrality of the human person over things and the virtuous qualities of the economic and political actors, it has been stated that the sociability and fraternity inside the market, the capacity of man to give freely to others as he has received freely from God, are the norms which will transform the Indian society. In order to tackle the negative impact of modern business, the concept of “social business” has been recommended. Social entrepreneurs are seen as transformative and liberative forces. 

The study of Khandhamal carnage in the State of Odisha which took place ten years ago, revealed that the Christians were denied of their constitutional rights to protect their life and property. The Church and society should raise their voice to bring justice to the victimised community. The analysis of democracy and freedom in India today drew the attention to the need of maintaining the independent nature of the institutions like judiciary and press. Church needs to take a prophetic role in this matter. Investigation into the various features of ‘Post-Truth Era’ brought out the value of prophetic voice in the society. After the model of prophet Jeremiah, a true Christian should commit himself or herself for establishing truth, righteousness and justice and to give witness to the word of God irrespective of various different hostilities on the way. 
 Some other papers focused on developing certain liberative lines from the model of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, liturgy and adivasi (tribal) perspectives. The way Mother Teresa of Calcutta responded to the unjust structures of the society has been studied to draw out a liberative approach to the above said oppressions. Moved by Jesus’ cry on the cross, “I thirst” (Jn 19: 25-28), she used her unique feminine qualities to challenge the world and make it more humane.  The study of the text of Syro-malabar Holy Mass enlightened how liturgy challenges us to identify ourselves with the poor of the society and to announce the good news in word and in deed to them in their concrete situations of oppression and exploitation. Analysis of the oppression of the Tribals in the state of Jharkhand suggested that an inclusive, holistic and participatory development could be the means to liberate the Tribals from the existing structural evils. The session on the ethical implications of the recent Supreme Court verdict decriminalizing LGBT acts clarified the differences between constitutional and Christian moralities.  
The conference began with the prayer by Thomas Parayil. George Kodithottam and Joseph Royan paid tribute to late Rev. Dr. Clement Campos CSsR, who served the association for long years as secretary and president. Augustine Kallely, the secretary of the association, welcomed the gathering. Rev. Dr. Kurian Kachappilly CMI, the President of DVK, introduced Dharmaram Vidya Kshethram to the participants of the conference. On the first evening, His Excellency Peter Machado, Archbishop of Bengaluru, presided over the Holy Eucharist and preached on the role of moral theologians as prophets of conscience. Rev. Dr. John Padipurackal, one of the AMTI members and Rev. Dr. George Edayadiyil, the Rector of Dharmaram celebrated the Holy Eucharist on second and third days.
