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In the history of Catholic Moral teaching, the authority of the ecclesiastical ministry in matters 
of morality has traditionally played a special role. Under the auspices of moral autonomy, 
however, ecclesiastical claims after the Second Vatican Council were massively questioned. 
Against this backdrop, the volume tackles moral authority from two perspectives. In the first 
part, historical developments and typologies of ecclesiastical authority are elaborated. The 
second part deals with the question of which instances can legitimately claim moral authority. 
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