Introduction: John the Baptist prepared those in the wilderness for Jesus’ coming. Once baptized, people would need to
decide… were they ready for change or resistant to it?
Order of Service
Welcome
Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
C: Amen
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Members are invited to pour water into a bowl at their homes.
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created
the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus
Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen
Gathering Hymn

One Bread, One Body (496)

Prayer of the Day
P: God of truth, through John you challenged your people to repent. Move us also to put aside the things that get in
the way of truly serving you, for the sake of Jesus our savior.
C: Amen
First Lesson: Psalm 51:6-17
6You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.
13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
16For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
R: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

Gospel: Luke 3:1-22
P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 3rd chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was
ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,
2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of
God.’” 7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the
crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with
anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they
asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.”
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
19But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil
things that Herod had done, 20added to them all by shutting up John in prison.
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven
was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Nancy
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Hymn of the Day:

Wade in the Water (459)

Prayers of the People
Sharing of the Peace.
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Offering / Offering Prayer
L: We give you the gifts of our time, our resources and ourselves, and ask you to bless them for the sake of your
service and the building up of your kingdom on earth.
C: Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Words of Institution
Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Communion Song

Lamb of God

Prayer after Communion
L: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth
from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name.
C: Amen
Blessing
P: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
C: Amen
Sending Song:

Baptized and Set Free (453)

Sending
L: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ
C: Thanks be to God.
Announcements
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