
Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 
Pajaro Valley Water 
Management Agency 
(GSA) 

Co-applicant 
N/A 

Project Location 
Santa Cruz, Monterey, and 
San Benito Counties  

Project Sub-basins 
Pajaro Valley (3-002.01) 

Funding Requested 
$8,890,000 

Recommendation 
Recommended 

Project Description 

This proposal will support the development of a long-term land repurposing 
plan to identify and prioritize land repurposing opportunities and outline 
strategies for implementing multi-benefit projects to sustain water resources 
and support agricultural viability in the Pajaro Valley. The grant would 
prioritize implementation of five pre-identified projects, including 
repurposing 136 acres of marginal agricultural lands using lake water as an 
alternative to groundwater as well as the development, permitting and 
design activities for two ReNeM project sites and implementation of at least 
one of the sites to infiltrate at least 100 AFY. Additional targeted 
implementation projects include the repurposing of at least 40 acres of 
frequently flooded or saturated farmland, the acquisition of at least 20 
acres of low productivity agricultural land at the confluence of the 
Salsipuedes Creek and Pajaro River, and construction of a new recharge 
basin. The proposal reflects strong partnerships between water, 
environmental and conservation interests, local government, academia, 
and tribes.  

Project Partners 
• Pajaro Regional Flood Management Agency
• Resource Conservation District of Santa Cruz County

Project Collaborators 
• Watsonville Wetlands Watch
• The Nature Conservancy
• University of California, Santa Cruz
• City of Watsonville
• Land Trust of Santa Cruz County

Images courtesy of Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency 



Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 
Merced Subbasin GSA 

Co-applicant 
N/A 

Project Location 
Merced and Mariposa 
Counties 

Project Sub-basins 
Merced (5-022.04) 

Funding Requested 
$8,890,000 

Recommendation 
Recommended 

Project Description 

This proposal will support coordinated efforts to build local capacity to 
repurpose agricultural land to lower groundwater use land uses across the 
Merced Subbasin. It will address both overall groundwater overdraft in the 
Merced Subbasin GSA jurisdictional area as well as specific “hot spots” where 
groundwater sustainability indicators are most troublesome. It will do so 
through a variety of repurposing mechanisms/models developed in 
collaboration with a diverse set of local partners.  Two main areas of focus are 
on the development of long-term land repurposing projects and the 
establishment of a wildlife habitat corridor between the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains and the Merced Wildlife refuge. Efforts will focus on where projects 
can have maximum impact to reduce adverse impacts. Other potential 
strategies to be explored include developing renewable energy projects on 
repurposed land, creation of multi-benefit recharge areas, and conversion to 
regenerative agriculture. Potential incentives to faciilitate repurposing include 
incentive payments to farmers to repurpose their land and purchasing of land 
or conservation easements.  

Project Partners 
• River Partners (RP)
• Socioenvironmental Education Network (SEEN)
• East Merced Resource Conservation District (EMRCD)
• Sandy Mush Mutual Water Company (SMMWC)
• Great Valley Seed (GVS)
• La Paloma Mutual Water Company (LPMWC)
• Merced National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)

Project Collaborators 
• UC Merced



Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 
Westlands Water District 
Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency 

Co-applicant 
N/A 

Project Location 
Fresno and Kings Counties 

Project Sub-basins 
Westside (5-022.09) 

Funding Requested 
$8,890,000 

Recommendation 
Recommended 

Project Description 
The proposal will expand land repurposing efforts in the Westside Subbasin 
through an inclusive community engagement process that considers 
multiple beneficial uses, engages residents and landowners, reduces 
groundwater use, and supports wildlife habitat to help the Subbasin 
achieve its sustainability goal as outlined in the Westside GSP. Plan 
implementation will include a focus on creation of multi-benefit recharge 
areas, transitioning irrigated land to dryland farming or non-irrigated 
rangeland, facilitating renewable energy projects that have an overall net 
greenhouse gas reduction benefit, creating or restoring wildlife habitat, 
and/or land and easement acquisitions to facilitate the repurposing of land 
uses. Outreach, education, and training funds will be used to support 
community engagement efforts as well as a pilot program to transition 
farmworkers to other high-skilled jobs, specifically recycled water retrofits 
and installs to support the City of Huron’s new recycled water ordinance. 

Project Partners 
• LEAP
• Civic Well
• Sequoia Riverlands Trust
• Linguistica
• Vista Consulting

Project Collaborators 
• Fresno County GSA,
• City of Huron
• City of Avenal
• City of Firebaugh
• UA Local 246

Images courtesy of Westlands Water District GSA 



Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 
East Turlock Subbasin GSA 

Co-applicant 
N/A 

Project Location 
Merced County and 
Stanislaus County 

Project Sub-basins 
Turlock Subbasin (5-22.03) 

Funding Requested 
$8,890,000 

Recommendation 
Recommended 

Project Description 
The proposal will focus on leveraging prior and ongoing work in the area to 
further identify land repurposing plan objectives through existing tools, 
outreach, and collaboration, updating and refining the Recharge 
Assessment Tool (GRAT) to better simulate recharge and repurposing 
strategies, identifying opportunities for repurposing, re-cropping, and cover 
cropping, and identifying opportunities for solar power projects and 
agrovoltaics. Initial repurposing strategies identified through this proposal 
include orchard swale rewilding, floodplain reconnection, and recharge 
storage basins, with a focus on projects around areas where domestic wells 
are going dry. The GSA would provide incentive payments for lands 
enrolled in the program that accept conservation easements or term 
contracts for land stewardship actions for periods of at least 10 years. Only 
irrigated lands would be eligible for enrollment. While the project area 
includes the West Turlock Subbasin and GSA, the implementation of land 
repurposing strategies will primarily focus on the East Turlock subbasin. 

Project Partners 

• West Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency
• Merced and Stanislaus Counties
• Turlock Irrigation District
• Eastside Water District
• Sand Creek Flood Control District

Project Collaborators 
• Sustainable Conservation
• California Farmland Trust
• East Merced Resource Conservation District (EMRCD)

Images courtesy of East Turlock GSA 



Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 
County of San Diego 

Co-applicant 
Borrego Springs 
Watermaster 

Project Location 
San Diego County 

Project Sub-basins 
Borrego Springs (7-24.01) 

Funding Requested 
$8,890,000 

Recommendation 
Not recommended 

Project Description 

This proposal focuses on repurposing previously irrigated land in Borrego 
Springs to create desert habitat/native vegetation or convert to less water-
intensive agricultural uses and recreational spaces. The proposal aims to 
reduce groundwater use in a critically overdrafted basin and provide 
additional benefits to disadvantaged and severely disadvantaged 
communities by improving air quality, restoring wildlife habitat, creating 
recreational spaces, and creating new revenue sources. 

The applicant has strong, well-defined partnerships in place and policy and 
project expertise to support their work.  

Project Partners 

• Borrego Springs Watermaster
• Anza-Borrego Foundation
• Agricultural Alliance for Water and Resource Education
• Borrego Water District

Image courtesy of County of San Diego 



Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 
Sloughhouse Resource 
Conservation District and 
Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency 

Co-applicant 
N/A 

Project Location 
Sacramento County, 
Amador County 

Project Sub-basins 
South American (5-021.65) 
Cosumnes (5-022.16) 

Funding Requested 
$8,890,000 

Recommendation 
Not recommended 

Project Description 

This proposal will build and apply a coordinated regional-scale funding and 
implementation effort that secures high-priority, nature-based groundwater 
sustainability projects in Sacramento County that reduce drought pressures, 
engage agricultural partners as part of the solution over the long-term, and 
maximize surface water quality and quantity, habitat, climate resilience, 
disadvantaged community, and clean energy co-benefits.  Project types 
are to include managed aquifer recharge, habitat restoration, on-farm 
regenerative agriculture, agrovoltaics, and projects that benefit regional 
flood control, water supply, and water quality. Primary partners and 
steering committee members include public and private water, municipal, 
food security, and conservation interests.  

Project Partners 
• Sacramento Regional Sanitation District
• The Freshwater Trust
• Zero Foodprint
• Sacramento Valley Conservancy
• Amador Resource Conservation District
• Southeast Sacramento County Agriculture Water Authority
• Omochumne Hartnell Water District

Project Collaborators 
• Cosumnes Coalition
• County of Sacramento
• Ag Innovations Network

Image courtesy of Sloughhouse RCD 



Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 
White Wolf GSA 

Co-applicant 
N/A 

Project Location 
Kern County 

Project Sub-basins 
White Wolf (5-022.18) 

Funding Requested 
$8,890,000 

Recommendation 
Not recommended 

Project Description 
This proposal would support the prioritization of land repurposing strategies 
to reduce groundwater use and meet the basin’s goal of reducing use and 
increase supplies to meet the 9,500 af/yr needed to bring the groundwater 
basin to sustainable levels. Project partners and collaborators would 
establish a multibenefit ranking system to ensure landowners, 
disadvantaged communities, and stakeholders views are considered, with 
initial plans to focus repurposing on fields with non-permanent crops and 
lands within essential habitat connectivity areas. They will look to combine 
rewilding efforts with ranching techniques that promote native biodiversity 
and will work with project partners early in the process to source native 
seeds and ensure sufficient plant stock for repurposing efforts. In addition to 
groundwater use reduction and biodiversity, other benefits of the projects 
may include increased floodplain area to facilitate additional recharge 
during storm events and alternative energy creation.  Project partners 
represent habitat, land conservation, ranching, water policy, and land 
repurposing interests. 

Project Partners 

• Wildlands Conservancy
• Tejon Ranch Company
• Arvin-Edison Water Storage District
• Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District
• Tejon-Castac Water District

Project Collaborators 

• Anthony Vineyards
• Arvin Community Servicesl District

Image courtesy of White Wolf GSA 



Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 

Vina GSA 

Co-applicant 
N/A 

Project Location 
Butte County 

Project Sub-basins 
Vina (5-021.57) 

Funding Requested 
$3,500,000 

Recommendation 
Not Recommended 

Project Description 

The proposal would focus on the implementation of the Extend Orchard 
Replacement project identified in the subbasin’s Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (GSP). This proposal would also identify and implement 
temporary and permanent land repurposing solutions in the Vina Subbasin 
to reduce reliance on groundwater while providing community health, 
economic wellbeing, water supply and recharge, habitat, and climate 
benefits. Strategies and projects would be identified through engagement 
with farmers, ranchers, disadvantaged communities, environmentalists, and 
other stakeholders.  

Project Partners 

• Rock Creek Reclamation District/GSA
• Butte County Dept of Water and Resource Conservation
• Resource Conservation District of Butte County
• Butte County Farm Bureau
• Agricultural Groundwater Users of Butte County
• Sacramento River Conservation Area Forum
• Family Water Alliance

Project Collaborators 

• Northern California Regional Land Trust
• CA Farm Bureau

Images courtesy of Vina GSA 



Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 
County of San Luis Obispo 

Co-applicant 
N/A 

Project Location 
San Luis Obispo County 

Project Sub-basins 
Paso Robles (3-0004.06) 

Funding Requested 
$8,890,000 

Recommendation 
Not recommended 

Project Description 
The proposal will support the development of an ordinance establishing the 
Paso Robles Subbasin Multibenefit Irrigated Lands Repurposing Program 
(MILR).  The proposal would further the impact of an existing grant provided 
by the Department of Water Resources by providing incentives to irrigators 
to reduce groundwater pumping while strategically targeting vulnerable 
drinking water well areas before they go dry. The initial phase of the 
program will identify and solicit irrigators that wish to voluntarily enroll their 
farming unit into the MILR Program. Development of the MILR Program will 
include considerations for protection of water rights for the overlying 
landowners that choose to repurpose irrigated lands as well as multiple 
benefits such as habitat restoration and rewilding, stormwater recharge, 
and other non-irrigated land uses.  

Project Partners 

• City of Paso Robles GSA
• Shandon-San Juan GSA
• San Miguel Community Services District.
• Estrella-El Pomar-Creston Water District

Project Collaborators 

• San Luis Obispo County Farm Bureau
• Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance
• Upper Salinas Las Tablas Resource Conservation District

Image courtesy of County of San Luis Obispo 



Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (Round 2) 
Regional Block Grant Project Summary 

Applicant 
Shafter Wasco Irrigation 
District GSA 

Co-applicant 
North Kern Water Storage 
District 

Project Location 
Kern County 

Project Sub-basins 
Kern County Subbasin (5-
022.14) 

Funding Requested 
$10,000,000 

Recommendation 
Not recommended 

Project Description 
The proposal would support a partnership between SWID and NKWSD to 
reduce overall agricultural water demand, maximize storm and flood water 
capture when rain and snowpack are abundant, provide habitat to 
support pollinators and migratory birds, and stabilize groundwater levels 
and quality for the region, including disadvantaged communities. The 
majority of grant funds would go towards the purchase of land identified 
within the plan as most strategic for conversion to recharge basins. Multi-
beneficial criteria will be defined in collaboration with stakeholders and 
participants and applied as a screening tool to help select a total of up to 
200 acres in each GSA (400 acres total) that best meet the multi-benefit 
goals. 

Project Partners 
• North Kern Water Storage District

Project Collaborators 
• City of Safter
• City of Wasco
• Poso Creek Integrated Water Management Group

Images courtesy of Shafter Wasco Irrigation District GSA 




