Sunday Worship and Baptism
May 16, 2021
Open Song: Baptized and Set Free ELW #453
1 We are people created,
chosen by God.
Then we're washed, ever gently,
in mercy and love.
Sin has power no more.
Jesus opened the door
to a fountain bringing healing,
and wholeness and more.
2 We are fed and we're nourished,
filled and refreshed.
Then our hunger returns and
again we are blessed.
For whatever the need,
God is greater indeed:
endless ocean, always deeper
than all of our need.
3 We are nourished by water,
all living things,
and by life that the Spirit
abundantly brings.
As we journey toward home,
may your presence be known:
precious river, ever-flowing,
now carry us home.
4 Now with praise and thanksgiving,
we join the song.
All are welcome! We gather
to sing loud and strong.
Not enslaved, but set free!
From now on, all will be
one in Jesus, one in water,
baptized and set free!

First Reading: Romans 6.1-4
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By
no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we
have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Psalm: Psalm 1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in the
way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves
that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner in
the council of the righteous.
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

Second Reading: Acts 8.26-29, 35-39
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went.
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the
Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it.
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the
good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and
the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?" He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into
the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.

Gospel Matthew 28. 16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and
said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

HOD: “Baptized in Water”
1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
cleansed by the blood of Christ our king:
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,
faithfully now God's praise we sing.
2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
dead in the tomb with Christ our king:
one with his rising, freed and forgiven,
thankfully now God's praise we sing.
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3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
marked with the sign of Christ our king:
born of the Spirit, we are God's children;
joyfully now God's praise we sing.

Closing Hymn “Waterlife”
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1 Before I can remember
the covenant was sealed
with Father, Son, and Spirit,
in water was revealed.
The cleansing was for certain,
with water and the Word;
gentle words were spoken,
in heaven they were heard.
Refrain
They were singing waterlife,
beginning life,
waterlife all my life,
waterlife, Spirit life, waterlife.
2 A simple sweet beginning,
a loving place to start:
Christ began the singing
that swells within my heart.
his love became my calling,
his life my ministry.
His name is my adoption
into his family. Refrain
3

My hope and expectation
for true community
begins with resurrection,
his death and life in me.
His Spirit fills the Body:
his church through water sees
promise for tomorrow,
his waterlife in me. Refrain
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