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Agenda for the June Meeting of the Congregation  
on Leadership and Mission 2019 

 
 

Come + Go + Give + Grow 
 
 
Call to Order .................................................................... Susan Zakos, President 
 
Opening Devotion .................................................................. Pastor David Parks 
 
Financial Update 
 
Report of the Nominating Committee 
 
Elections .......................................................................... Susan Zakos, President 
 
Ratifying Changes to the Constitution .................. Jeff Hanson, Council Secretary 
 
EveryOne in Ministry at Our Savior’s .... Kimberly J Wuest, Ministry Coordinator 
 
Closing Prayer ......................................................................... Pastor David Parks 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following the Annual Meeting, join us in the Commons for the Annual Picnic! 
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Congregation Council 
We thank those concluding their service 
on the Council:  

Jill Anderson 
Garth Almgren 

 
Terms ending 2020  

Allison Hruschka (to be elected) 
Jeff Peterson 
Lisa Clark 
Ty Larsen 
Mark Jokinen 

 
Terms Ending 2021 

Susan Zakos 
Suzy Oversvee 
Phil Dykema 
Lynn Setterberg 
Ned Gebert 

 
Terms Ending 2022 to be elected 

Jeff Hanson 
Ron David 
Kirsten Yanasak 
Kathryn Pimentel 
TBD 

 
Treasurer 

Krista McClimans 
 
Financial Secretary 

Sheila Bartlett 
 
 
 
 
 

Audit Committee 
Bonnie Shoffner 2020 
Bob Dobler 2021 
Ofelia Cornejo 2022 (to be elected) 

 
 
 
Our Savior’s Preschool Committee 

Terms Ending 2020 
Stacia Bohn 
Tiffany Leigh 

Terms Ending 2021 
Amanda McCurley 
Rachel Clark 

Terms ending 2022 
Mat Walker (to be elected) 
Ashley Young (to be elected) 

 
 
 
Memorials and Special Gifts Committee 

Terms Ending 2020 
Mary Miller 
Lloyd Brodniak 

Terms Ending 2021 
Jill Turner 
Phyllis Hewson 

Terms Ending 2022 
Sheila Bartlett (to be elected) 
Linda Bossert (to be elected) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Nominating Committee Report 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Everett, WA 

We are grateful for the members of the 2019 Nominating Committee of the congregation; Kate 

Forrester, Laura Cameron-Behee, Jeff Peterson, Jen Selders, Chris Hoiby and Tim Knopf. Identifying 

persons to serve in elected leadership is an important task. We thank them for their prayerful 

discernment and thoughtful work. 
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Nominating Committee  
Terms Ending 2020 

Kate Forrester 
Tim Knopf 

Terms Ending 2021 
Laura Cameron-Behee 
Chris Hoiby 

Terms Ending 2022 
Jill Anderson (to be elected) 
Garth Almgren (to be elected) 

 
 
 
 
 
Endowment Committee 

Terms Ending 2021 
Mike Spencer 
Ray Stephanson 

Terms Ending 2022 
Debbie Stave (to be elected) 
Kyle Turner (to be elected) 

 
 
 
 
 
Columbarium Committee 

Terms Ending 2020 
Brent Diamond 
Jim Miller 

Terms Ending 2021 
Judy Kebbekus 
Carol Wooten 

Terms ending 2022 (to be elected) 
Ron Purvis 
Jim Weisenbach 

 
 

Children, Youth and Family Min. Comm. 
Terms Ending 2020 

Chris Conrad 
Paula Townsell 

Terms ending 2021 
Melissa Nelson (to be elected) 
Dana Lambert 

Terms ending 2022 
Danae Vickery (to be elected) 
Emylee Norgaard (to be elected) 

Youth to be appointed by the Comm. 
 
 
Voting Members to the NW WA Synod 
Assembly 2019 

Rev Sarah France 
Bill France 
Roland Behee 
Laura Cameron-Behee 
Margaret Cameron-Behee young adult 
Colby Johnson youth 
Suzy Oversvee 
Jill Anderson 

 
 
Representatives to Other Organizations 

(to be elected) 
 

Bethany of the Northwest: 
Patti Hunt 
Andrea Kovalesky 

Camp Lutherwood:  
Brandon VanCorbach 

Open Door Ministries: 
Shari and Dennis Thaut 

Josephine Sunset: 
Dennis Thaut 
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Pastor’s Report 
 
It is a joy and privilege to be the Pastor of Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church. I feel appreciated and supported by the friends and 
members of the congregation as we share in life and mission 
together. I brag to my friends that I am blessed to be among 
people of faith, courage, compassion and generosity. This is a 
great gig! 
 
I have a sign tacked up by my office door. It reads, “Therefore, 
since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, 
we do not lose heart.” 1 Cor. 4.1.  It’s true. God’s mercy is 
enough. It is enough to sustain, to stir up, to redirect and to 
mend the wounded spots. It holds us, keeps us and inspires us to do things that are 
demanding and difficult. The mercy of God drives and shapes the work and witness we share. 
 
God’s mercy was enough when we stood beside our Jewish friends at Temple Beth Or in the 
wake of increasing antisemitism and white nationalism. It was enough when we shared Food 
Baskets at the holidays. It was enough when we bid farewell to Jon Ross, our beloved 9am 
music leader. God’s mercy was enough when we started a new Pastoral Internship program.   
It was enough when we tried a crazy new idea to start a late afternoon worship service called, 
“Family and Friends Gathering.” 
 
In these, and a hundred other ways, it has been a year of work and wonder, of loss and 
surprise, of stresses and joys. I love it. 
 
As I write this, I am aware that the Northwest Washington Synod Assembly will begin in just a 
couple of days. They will be electing a new Bishop. I honestly do not know the outcome of that 
process, but I do trust it. It will be the discernment of the Voting Members and the stirring of 
the Spirit that will raise up the one that is to serve in that office. 
 
Early in the process, each nominee had to warrant in writing a willingness to take office as 
Bishop if elected.  It took me a long time to sign that piece of paper. I thought about the great 
job I already have. I thought about the exciting new things still to come in ministry here. I 
thought about the relationships and growth we’ve seen together right here at home. I love 
this work and am quite ready to continue. 
 
“Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose 

heart.” Amen. 

 
 

Submitted by Pastor David Parks  
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Ministry Coordinator 
 
I realize it difficult to understand the scope of what, how, when and 
where I engage in the mission and ministry of OSLC—because 90% of 
what I do is behind the scenes. The following is a fairly full description of 
how my 24 hours per week are spent. 
 
My work week (at church) is generally Sunday-Wednesday. My time is focused on: 

• Working with volunteers, helping people find ways to be involved in the life of OSLC 
• Scheduling of worship leaders and Sunday Morning Coffee Hour 
• Coordinating with committees and teams, and individuals to provide hospitality for 

events such as Midweek Lenten Soup Suppers, Sunday Morning Coffee and other 
gatherings 

• Engaging one-on-one with visitors, participants, newcomers and members, helping to 
connect them to other people, events and ministries of interest 

• Encouraging all volunteers to share their experiences and invite others to join them 
• Sharing resources with individuals, committees and teams 
• Serving in worship as a assisting minister, reader, prayer leader, communion server, 

and preach occasionally 
• Working with staff on seasonal special needs in worship, congregational, and special 

events 
• Encouraging, celebrating and thanking leaders and volunteers 
• Working with Pastor David in order to follow up with visitors, prospective newcomers, 

members, and leaders needs or questions 
• Meeting with Staff once a week, and various committees and council as requested 
• Website updates for dates, updating Worship Leaders online sign-ups, changing 

content 
• SHE Gathers Team planning with Arlene Anderson, Kate Forrester and Carol Good 

 
Special Projects or Events This Past Year: 

• Leading Sit. Listen. Write. Adult Education sessions throughout the year; meeting with 
SHE Gathers and helping provide for and advertise those Sunday morning gatherings, 
and provided a SHE Gathers Half-day Prayer Retreat on February 2 

• Good Friday Prayer Vigil on April 19, 2018 
 

Submitted by Kimberly Wuest 

 

●connection●hope●belonging●learning●laughter●centering● 

community●fellowship●prayer●sharing●listening●opportunities 

●support●being heard●caring●needed●study●nurturing● 

grace●creative● 

-some words describing SHE Gathers 
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Annual Report of the OSLC Council 
 
 

As stated in the Constitution of OSLC, the Council shall have the general oversight of the life 
and activities of this congregation, and in particular its worship life, to the end that everything 
be done in accordance with the Word of God and the faith and practice of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. 
 
Council Members: Susan Zakos, President; Suzy Oversvee, Vice-President; Jeff Hanson, 
Secretary; Ron David, Kirsten Yanasak, Jill Anderson, Garth Almgren, Lisa Clark, Marko Jokinen, 
Ty Larsen Jeff Peterson, Philip Dykema, Ned Gebert, Lynn Setterberg 
 
Meeting time: Third Tuesday of the month at 7 pm 
 
Your Church Council has had a busy year! We continued to overhaul the Constitution of the 
congregation. There are still a few items that will be voted on a second time at the June 
meeting in order to become permanent changes in the constitution (and a few more at the 
next January meeting!). We finished overseeing the implementation of safety measures for 
our facility. Approval was given for our new “Family and Friends Gathering.” Support for a 
music intern and a pastoral intern was approved. Approval was given for the Refugee Circle of 
Welcome Mission. Improvements were granted for a new roof on the “blue” house, a new 
fireplace insert in the Fireside room and improved signage outside. New Committees forming 
are the Art Display Committee and the Diversity and Inclusion Committee. 
 
Looking ahead we will be addressing how to update lighting in the sanctuary. 
 
Approved minutes from recent council meetings are available for review and are posted 
outside the church office. 
 
 

Submitted by Susan Zakos 
 
 

From the Church Office 
Statistics for the past year: June 1, 2018 — May 31, 2019 
Number of Baptisms — 10 
Number of Weddings — 6 
Number Confirmed — 7 
Number Funerals — 12 
Number Joined — 30 adults and 25* children (*including the Baptisms) 
Average Sunday worship attendance in 2017 = 204 (Jan 1 thru Dec 31) 
Average Sunday worship attendance in 2018 = 221 (Jan 1 thru May 13) 
Average Sunday worship attendance in 2019 =  247 (Jan 1 thru May 19) 
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Updating Our Constitution 
 
 

Two years ago we undertook a major review of our constitution to bring it up to date to the 
current ELCA churchwide model constitution. This past year we took on the assignment of 
making our constitution reflect the current ways OSLC carries out its ministry. We focused 
especially on making the section describing our committees more accurately portray how we 
operate today. We asked our committees, leadership and the council to submit proposed 
updates. Jeff Hanson compiled the updates and edited them for consistency of the document 
then brought to the council and finally to the congregation for reviews and a series of votes to 
first approve, then ratify the new constitution and bylaw provisions as required. The final 
product will be presented to Pastor Tor Berg of the NW Washington Synod office for his 
validation it is in good order. 
 
The result is a document that both is compliant with ELCA churchwide requirements and 
accurately reflects our mission and ministry. Two very significant ways this has taken place is 
to for the first time recognize the fundamental role of the Preschool in our congregational 
committee structure; and second to incorporate our Welcoming Statement into our 
constitution in order to make a more permanent statement that we are a congregation for 
EveryOne! 
 
Thanks go out to Andy Higgins, who gave the initial impetus for the project as past president 
of the congregation, Garth Almgren and Colleen Hanson, who helped to get the document 
scanned and formatted into an MS-Word document; Pastor David for making great input and 
happily steering the ship in the right direction; Susan Zakos for her leadership and pinch hitting 
in presenting revisions to the congregation; our council committee liaison leaders who 
provided valuable edits and input in the process; and to Jeff Hanson for leading the effort of 
editing the document and presenting it to the council, congregation and synod. 
 
 
 

Submitted by Jeff Hanson, Council Secretary 
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Adult Learning Committee 
 
 

The Adult Learning Committee encourages activities to strengthen the faith life of adult members of 
the OSLC congregation. This is accomplished by coordinating diverse learning opportunities in 
which adults participate in small group meetings and/or activities. The Committee has specific 
responsibility for planning and facilitating learning sessions for the hour between the 9:00am and 
11am worship services. 
 
Six established groups or activities took place this year: Sunday Moring Learning Hour coordinated 
by Bob Lee; Wednesday evening Bible Study led by Leasha Brown and Pastor David; Men in Mission 
(first and third Saturday mornings) led by Lloyd Townsend and Ray Bowman; Leah’s Circle, a long-
established women’s group meeting monthly at 1:00 on the third Monday; Cover-up (Quilting); and 
Christian Grandparenting led by Chis Hoiby (meets the last Sunday of the month between worship 
services). Three activities were initiated during the year: Book Study led by Katie Lee; S.H.E. Gathers 
(a new women’s identity group) led by Kate Forrester, Arlene Anderson, and Carol Good; and 
Sit.Listen.Write, led by Kimberly Wuest is open to all interested writers. Contact leaders for 
unspecified meeting times, places, and participants. 
 
The Sunday Morning learning sessions  began the year with a four-week series on Spiritual Journeys 
led by Bill and Rev. Sarah France. This was followed by a six-week ELCA program on Welcoming 
Refugees Led by Rev. Rick Rouse, a series that helped prepare OSLC to welcome a refugee family.  
Reclaiming Jesus, an eight-week inter-denominational 
program focused on how the teachings of Jesus help us 
respond to growing hate and political division in our nation 
(led by Bob Lee, Susan Rookaird, Kevin Barbour, Matt 
Dougherty, and Marko Jokinen). A six-week session, The Way 
of Love in Lent adopted from the Episcopal Church, led by 
Rev. Sarah France, Bob Lee, Bill France, Deb Squires, and 
Kevin Barbour. 
 
Special thanks go to the twenty OSLC volunteers who offered the group leadership and facilitation 
needed to make adult learning so inspiring and diverse this year, as well as to Nancy Belvin for 
informing the congregation about adult learning opportunities. Thanks also to Pastor David and 
members of the Committee who helped plan and guide activities. 
 

For more information, contact Bob Lee Chairperson for Adult Learning Committee. Marko Jokinen 
serves as Council Liaison. Other members of the Committee include Bill France, Adam Yanasak, 
Anya Almgren, Bill Hecht, Chris Glans, Cathie Hoiby, Dennis Thaut, Ed Coon, Kevin Barbour, Evelyn 
Dudley, Jackie Knopf, Tim Knopf, Karen Carpenter, Kim Fischer, Kristen Harvey, Kyle Turner, Leasha 
Brown, Lloyd Brodniak, Melanie Throckmorton, Rev. Rick Rouse, Kimberly Wuest, and Pastor David 
Parks. 

Submitted by Bob Lee, Chair 
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Care Team 
 
The Care Team Committee is made up of members of the congregation who are willing to 
assist with memorial service receptions, temporary assistance with meals for those who are 
unable to prepare meals for themselves, reaching out to members who are on active duty, and 
share greeting cards for just about any occasion. The Care Team Committee also coordinates 
with Home Holy Communion ministers who reach out those members that are homebound.  
We thank God for using the Care Team Committee to reach out and touch the lives of 
members who are in need. 
 
Have you ever received a birthday card from the church? “Thinking of You” card?  or any sort 
of greeting card? This is an integral part of the Care Team Committee where we see God’s 
hand guiding, restoring, and enabling us to reach out to members of the congregation who can 
use a little extra help.  
 
Looking forward to the future, the Care Team Committee is seeking to acquire more pew 
cushions for the sanctuary to accommodate those members who find it difficult to sit on our 
current pews for an extended period. The Care Team Committee is currently seeking members 
of the congregation who would be willing to head up the Home Holy Communion team as well 
as more team members. The Care Team Committee is also considering the idea of a “New 
Baby” kit for Mother’s that welcome a new “Little One” into the world. Would you be 
interested in reaching out and sharing with members of the congregation who are unable to 
attend services? Contact Chris Marl, her information follows 
 
We meet on the first Tuesday if the month at 6pm. Contact Captain Chris Marl at 
c_j_marl@comcast.net for ways to serve or find the help you need. 
 
 

Submitted by Ron David 
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Facility Use Committee 
 
We’re grateful to Jill Anderson as the Council Liaison for Facility Use. 
 
The renovation in 2016 added more than 5,000 square feet of space to the facility and has 
added much to our ministry and fellowship events as well as outreach to the Everett 
Community. In addition to Sunday worship, learning, and fellowship opportunities, the facility 
is used throughout the week for other activities. The facility is also used our the Preschool. 
 
Here is a list of the groups who regularly come to Our Savior’s to meet: 
 
• The Everett Chorale meets weekly throughout the program year to rehearse. They also 

host their monthly Board meetings at Our Savior’s. For more information, go to                   
http://everettchorale.org/. 

 
• The Alcoholics Anonymous Group “One for the Road” meets on Tuesdays and Fridays 

throughout the year. They have expressed their thankfulness for this congregation’s 
support of their group. 

 
• Everett PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) meets once a month at 

Our Savior’s. They are thankful to have a safe place to meet. Here is more information 
about PFLAG at https://www.pflageverett.org/. 

 
• The Sno-Isle Unit #22 Retired Educators meet monthly from September to May. For more 

information about this group, see Jim & Marianne Harvey or Tim Knopf. 
 
• The Port Gardner Bay Music Society hosts a monthly concert here at Our Savior’s from 

September to May. For more information and concert information, go to:                    
http://www.pgbmusicsociety.com/. 

 
• The NW WA Synod CYFM Committee meets once a quarter here at Our Savior’s. It is 

followed by the Synod Time 4 You Gathering for the CYFM and Youth Directors in our 
synod. 

 
• Cub Scout Pack 15 meets weekly throughout the year. For more information about the 

pack, see Jim Henshaw. 
 
• Camp Lutherwood has been having their Annual Dinner & Auction Fundraiser here at Our 

Savior’s for the past three years and plans to have it here again in November 2019. They 
say they love the facility with its central location for the area. Want more info? Go to 
http://www.camplutherwood.org/. 

 
(Continued on next page) 

http://everettchorale.org/
https://www.pflageverett.org/
http://www.pgbmusicsociety.com/
http://www.camplutherwood.org/
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Facility Use Committee report, continued... 
 
 
• Bethany of the Northwest has had their Annual Ambassadors Events here for the past 

three years and plan to have it here again in October 2019. For more information, go to 
http://bethanynw.org/. 

 
• The Trinity Education Foundation rents an office here at Our Savior’s. For information 

about the work that they do, go to https://tef-lbi.org/. 
 
We have hosted other events both large and small in the last few years: 

• Bethany of the NW Breakfast 
 
 

• ELEA (Evangelical Lutheran Education 
Association) Regional Event 

 
 

• Bishop’s Convocation of the NW WA 
Synod 

 
 

• NW WA Synod Youth GO Nite 
 
 

• Mobile Dental Clinic 
 
 

• Mayoral Candidates Forum 
 
 

• Our Savior’s Quasquicentennial 
Celebration in 2017 

 
 

• Reformation 500 Concert in 2017 
 
 

• Everett Faith in Action Forums on Local 
Homelessness 

 
 

• Everett Gospel Mission’s Poverty 101 
Class 

 
 

• Familias Unidas National Night Out 
 
 

• Everett Meaningful Movies 
 
 

• Weddings, Wedding Anniversaries, Birthday Celebrations, Special Events 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Nancy Belvin 

http://bethanynw.org/
https://tef-lbi.org/
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Family & Friends Gathering 
 
 
The Family & Friends Gathering has been a tremendous blessing!  
 
After much planning and praying by Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and Preschool, the first 
Family & Friends Gathering was held Sept. 16, 2018 with 178 people. It was semi-controlled 
chaos complete with a bouncy house. 
 
Preschool families asked for a short, kid-friendly worship service once a month on Sunday 
afternoons followed by a simple meal and time for forming deeper relationships. The Family & 
Friends Gathering’s basic recipe of “Worship. Dinner. Community” certainly has created 
church with a different flavor, one that seems to be nourishing a Spiritual hunger. Monthly 
attendance has averaged 110, and at April’s gathering we celebrated our first two baptisms—
welcoming twins Bethany and Avery Sullivan into membership.  
 
A small but deeply committed group of church and preschool staff and key volunteers has led 
the Gathering each month, with a theme built around Scripture, music, prayer, holy 
communion, art projects and breaking bread (or pizza) together. Have you noticed? Where 
grandkids go, grandparents will follow! This experiment is growing a new faith community that 
has become multi-generational, proving anew that EveryOne is welcome to let their little light 
shine. New ideas have also been sparked about more ways to build community “across the 
Commons” and we are excited about the summer and year to come! 
 
Special thanks to the following for their dedication and help with Family & Friends Gathering 
each month: Jen Selders, Kelly Conrad, Chris Conrad, Gracy Conrad, Jake Conrad, Jon Byers, 
Chris Hoiby, Margaret Cameron-Behee, Dan Squires, Nancy Bodkin, Pastor David Parks,  
and so many others! 
 

Submitted by Pastoral Intern Deb Squires and Preschool Director Debbie Cooper 
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Internship Committee 
 
 
Committee Members 
 
Deborah Squires, Pastoral Intern 
Jeff Hanson, Committee chair and council liaison  
Linda Almgren 
Kevin Barbour 
Rev. Jan Nesse Leistikow 
Rev. Dennis Schaffert 
 
We are blessed to have Deb Squires serving a 2-year part-time internship through Luther 
Seminary. Drawing on her many years of leadership of non-profit organizations that have 
benefitted our community richly, she has jumped right in to provide leadership in defining this 
year’s stewardship campaign and in developing our Family & Friends Gathering, an important 
bridge to our preschool and local families. This new worship expression at Our Savior’s has 
been her key ministry project, which is one of the required components of her internship 
 
This internship is much more than that though. Luther Seminary defines internship as a core 
integrative experiential learning component of the formation of Christian Public Leaders. 
Under the supervision of Pastor David as contextual educator, the dual aim of the internship is 
a developmental process vocational formation and growth in competency in the various skills 
of ministry practice. 
 
Our role as an internship committee is to provide support and feedback as a representative 
cross section of the congregation. We meet periodically through the internship with Deb to 
provide that confidential feedback and dialogue. As part of our work this summer we will be 
gathering and compiling a mid-point evaluation to be submitted to Luther Seminary. 
 
This summer Deb undertakes another key component of her training. Clinical Pastoral 
Education will require her full-time presence this summer at St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Bellingham. She will return this fall for the second year of this 2-year, part-time internship.  
 
 
 

Submitted by: Jeff Hanson 
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Local Missions 
 

Members include: Suzy Oversvee (Chair, Council Representative), Chris Glans, Sarah Kneller 
 

The Steering Committee meets as needed 2-3 times per year. We convene the larger Local 
Missions team 1-2 times per year to reflect together on accomplishments and plan for events. 
Interested in helping? Contact Suzy at 202-213-8874 or soversvee@gmail.com. 
 

This year, Local Missions continued to maintain many of the impactful projects that OSLC has 
run for several years. This year, the congregation also supported an effort to host a refugee 
family through the “Circle of Welcome” program with Lutheran Community Services. To read 
the report from the Refugee Circle of Welcome Committee, see page 22. 
 

Annual and Ongoing Mission Activities 
This past year, OSLC continued to provide critical support to our neighbors in need through 
the many following activities: 

 

• School Supply Drive for area children in foster care. 
 

• Summer Food Drive for area children who rely on meals at school during the school year. 
 

• Familias Unidas food pantry support – food is collected at specific times throughout the 
year in the grocery cart by the front door and delivered to neighboring Familias Unidas. 
 

• Socktoberfest – Sock drive (and other care items) for the homeless community that 
resulted in distribution of 200 pairs of shoes, 164 health kits, and 1,086 pairs of socks. 
Many were distributed in October at the United Church of Christ in downtown Everett. 
 

• Holiday Food and Gift Baskets - OSLC members again provided food and gift baskets to 100 
families at Thanksgiving and Christmas this year. We estimate that the congregation 
contributed approximately $25,000 in food donations in addition to over $7,800 in cash. 
 

• Families Feeding Families - Ongoing meal initiative in partnership with Central Lutheran 
church. OSLC families prepare sack lunches on two Sundays per month during the learning 
hour, distributing more than 2000 lunches annually. 
 

• Everett Rides – OSLC members donated funds for bus tickets for neighbors in need. Held at 
United Church of Christ in Downtown Everett, the event hosted 70 guests, who received a 
meal, dessert, and bus tickets. Due to low volunteer turnout, this event may be revised, or 
discontinued in 2020. 
 

• National Night Out Against Crime – For several years, in partnership with Familias Unidas, 
OSLC has hosted one of the largest NNO events in Everett. This is a festive event with food, 
community agency info tables, live music, children’s activities, and free school supplies. 
 

• Gifting Quilts – The OSLC Cover Ups made over 90 quilts this year to distribute to those in 
our community experiencing hardship. 

 

New Initiative 
In April, our congregation was approached to express support of a Cars to Housing Pilot 
program in Everett, a partnership between Everett Faith in Action, the City of Everett and the 
Interfaith Family Shelter. The OSLC Council signed on in support of this project to provide safe 
places for families experiencing homelessness to park. OSLC has not been asked to host 
parking at this time.                                                                            Submitted by Suzy Oversvee 
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Memorial and Special Gifts Committee 
 
 

It is this committee’s responsibility to respond to requests for funding of special projects or 
purchase of specific items “that will benefit the whole of the church and are intended as 
lasting items in our congregational life together”. 
 
Monies donated to this special account are recorded and a thank you card is sent to the 
donor. Also, a card is sent to the family that the gift has honored. Over the past year we have 
received 2 designated and 23 undesignated gifts. 
 
Since July 2018 we have recommended and the council has approved the use of memorial  
funds for: 

• Additional funding of the installation of updated security system for church and 
preschool 

 

• New signage over the front door entrance and in parking lot 
 

• New overhead storage  rack for the Commons Storage Room 
 

• New pew cushions 
 

• New replacement light for the organ and a Zimbelstern (pictured below) to be used 
with the organ 

 
The Committee meets on an as-needed basis to review requests. 
 
Committee Members: Mary Miller, Jill Turner, Lloyd Brodniak, Marsha Gunderson, Sheila 
Bartlett and Phyllis Hewson 
 

Submitted by Phyllis Hewson 
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Mission Endowment Committee 
 
 

One of the many ways that God has showed his goodness to OSLC is through the generous 
gifts of its members. Some of those gifts have been set aside and form the Mission 
Endowment Fund. While the principle itself must be conserved, the earnings from the fund 
are to be used for the mission and ministry of our congregation. The bulk of the fund is 
specifically designated for use in music ministry and ministry development. Over the past year 
we have enjoyed the fruits of this generosity through the gifts of our Music Intern Jon Byers 
and in the ministry of Deb Squires as she has moved from her position as Ministry Intern to 
Pastoral Intern. 
 
The second, smaller, portion of the Mission Endowment Fund—with one exception—is not 
designated for any particular use and thus may be used where needed. In 2018 we “gave 
ourselves permission” to use some of those earnings in the operating budget, if needed. Funds 
were transferred last summer due to a low balance in the checking account. Although we 
ended 2018 in sound financial shape, the earnings were kept in checking for use in 2019.  
 
The result of these decisions is that, while the portion of the endowment designated for music 
and ministry remains strong, the undesignated portion is depleted for now. God is good and 
your Mission Endowment Fund Committee is assured of that goodness as we work with 
council to steward these earnings. 
 
Mission Endowment Committee 
Debbie Stave 
Mike Spencer 
Ray Stephanson 
Kyle Turner 
 
 

Submitted by Kyle Turner 

Jon Byers 
Music Intern 

Deborah Squires 
Pastoral Intern 
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Personnel Committee 
 
God is good—all the time! That goodness is evident in the work of our staff over the course of 
this past year. As in years past, we have seen a few changes in our staff. In January we said 
farewell and Godspeed to our Contemporary Music Leader Jon Ross as he completed his 
academic training in Bellingham and looks forward to a career in music education. Kelly 
Conrad and Karen Mathews graciously agreed to provide interim leadership and we continue 
to enjoy the good work and music of the entire Worship Band.  We are looking to identify and 
hire our next music leader for the 9:00 am service and have interviews scheduled. The hope 
and expectation is to have someone in place by June. 
 
Other news involves our interns. As you recall, Deb Squires served for a year as our Ministry 
Intern. She is now our Pastoral Intern. Many of us have had the good fortune to hear her 
preach and she is a real champion of our once monthly Sunday evening Friends and Family 
service. Jon Byers has also agreed to extend his service as Music Intern. You no doubt have 
heard Jon as he shares his musical gifts at both services.  
 
We are grateful for our entire staff and for the good work that they do. They are: 
 

Jim Adams, Custodian 
 

Nancy Belvin, Office Manager 
 

Jon Byers, Music Intern 
 

Kelly Conrad, Interim Music Leader at 9am 
 

Debbie Cooper, Preschool Director 
 

Kim Croft, Organist 
 

Taryn Hauglie, Director of Children Youth and Family 
 

Karen Mathews, Interim Music Leader at 9am 
 

Lee Mathews, Director of Choirs 
 

Rev. David Parks, Senior Pastor 
 

Lindsey Snyder, Director of Early Childhood Ministries 
 

Deb Squires, Pastoral Intern 
 

Kimberly Wuest, Ministry Coordinator 
 
 

Submitted by Kyle Turner 
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Preschool 
 
Preschool Committee Members: Amanda McCaskey, Laura Marchbanks, Deonna Jorgensen, 
Stacia Bohn, Rachel Clark, Brittney Klein, Pastor David Parks and Debbie Cooper.  Council 
liaison: Kirsten Yanasak.  Volunteer: Bonnie Shoffner reconciles monthly statements. 
 
Preschool Event Committee (PEC): Key Organizers: Laura Marchbanks, Rachael Clark, Tiffany 
Parks, Ashley Young Engler, Debbie Cooper and many others that help with various events. 
 
What is the purpose of the preschool committee?  

To support the preschool ministry and be good stewards of the preschool resources and its 
mission. To enhance opportunities, with help from the preschool event committee, for the 
preschool community to come together for social gatherings with members from OSLC. 
The preschool committee meets once a month. 

 
How has this purpose/responsibility been lived out and fulfilled throughout this year?                                                                                                

• OSLCP continues to collaborate with the Everett School District to help our students be 
better prepared for kindergarten. 

 

• Debbie Cooper is serving as an ELEA connector this year. ELEA Connectors represent ELEA 
and serve as a liaison between Regional Ambassadors, schools and early childhood 
learning centers within one’s synod or defined geographic area. 

 

• The OSLCP staff keeps updated on Emergency First Aid and disaster preparedness. 
 

• OSLC preschool staff participated in enrichment growth and two team building workshops. 
 

• OSLCP continues to keep current by providing quality early 
learning preschool education with an added emphasis on spiritual 
guidance. 

 

• OSLCP has met their goal by making our campus a safer place for 
everyone that walks into OSLC by purchasing better equipment 
for security.  All families have been issued fobs to enter the 
building during the preschool hours. 

 

• Our new once a month’ Friends and Family Gatherings’ evening worship and praise 
service, led by Pastor Interim Deb Squires, has taken off with gusto!   This gathering is 
geared for young families, grandparents or anyone that enjoys casual upbeat praise music 
with young children.         A kid-friendly dinner and activities are included every month. Our 
hope is to continue to build an intersection between the preschool and OSLC community. 
Friends and Family Gathering team: Pastor Interim  Deb Squires, Pastor David, Jen Selders, 
Chris, Kelly, Gracie, Jack Conrad, Jon Byers Margaret Behee and Debbie Cooper 

 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Preschool Report continued ... 
 
 
Sponsored Family Fun Events: 

• OSLCP joined forces with OSLC for Harvest Bash 2018 
 

• Dad or Guest Pumpkin Carving Night, Two evening Christmas Programs, Drive-In Movie 
night 

 

• Fat Tuesday Pancake Breakfast –Proceeds went to the Everett Gospel Mission and Everett 
Animal Shelter. 

 

• Hawaiian Dinner Auction – raised funds for outreach (Harvest Bash) much needed 
playground repairs and maintenance, new equipment for classrooms and playgrounds and 
special assemblies for our preschoolers. . We raised over $5,000.00 to complete our 
projects. 

 

• Cinco De Bunco Night – proceeds will go towards our ‘Rock’, playground 
 
Future: 

• Updating our webpage to stay current with technology and being more accessible to 
connect with .preschool families and staff.  OSLCP is currently waiting for the OSLC to 
complete their new changes so we can add on our new and improved web page at the 
same time. 

 

• OSLCP is currently trying to get a permit to build a covered shelter over the basketball 
court in the nature park. The shelter will be used for preschool classes, recreational 
activities and other outdoor events sponsored by OSLCP and OSLC. 

 
We feel very blessed at OSLCP. God continues to bless us with outstanding preschool 
committee and creative preschool event members one dedicated and supportive preschool 
team that truly cares about each child and their families at our preschool. 
 

Submitted by Debbie Cooper 
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Property and Grounds Committee 
 
 
The Property and Grounds Committee has been an active 
committee. Accomplishments include: Installation of a 
“rain garden” to handle the increased volume of water 
coming off the Commons roof, Maintenance of the 
“retention basin” for parking lot rain water diversion, 
Installation of an entrance sign and drive way direction 
sign, Continued recycling of all yard waste from our 
campus, Replacement of the “sky-lights” in the 
Fellowship Hall and Siding repairs on the “beige house”. 
Our heating contractor has assured us that the much-
delayed fireplace insert replacement for the Fireside 
Room is scheduled and that the correct insert and parts 
have been ordered. 
 
 
The “landscaping crew” has continued to keep the 
campus as a “park-like” area for Our Savior’s. The crew is 
always looking volunteers who enjoy working outside 
with a great team. Contact Lloyd Townsend for 
information. 
 
 
Projects underway include plans for audio and lighting 
upgrade for the sanctuary, Electrifying the Entrance sign, 
and maintenance of the “rock dams” in the retention 
basin.  
 
 
The Committee is open to all who have interest in 
landscaping and general maintenance. The Committee 
meets the first Tuesday of every month at 5:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Jim Hunt 
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Refugee Circle of Welcome 
 
In October, 2018, Our Savior's welcomed the ten member Kotok family to the United States, 
and agreed to walk with them as they adjusted to life in the United States. 
 
It is now May, 2019: Eight months after their arrival in Everett. Much has been accomplished. 
The Refugee Welcome Committee has raised over $12,400, with over a third of the contribu-
tions donated by non-congregation members who support immigrant rights. Dad Vitalii, 21 
year old son Vlad, 19 year old daughter Iryna, and 18 year old daughter Yuliia all have jobs, in 
addition to studying English as a second language at Edmonds Community College. Two 
months ago they ceased receiving public assistance funds because of their income earnings. 
 
Daughters Daryna (16), and Alina (15) attend Mariner High School, and are doing quite well. 
Younger siblings Yana (10), and Stanislav (9) are busy studying at Fairmont Elementary. 
 
In addition to running the household, Mom Liudmyla is taking ESL classes at Edmonds Com-
munity College, and rides the bus to school during the week with Daniel, age 5, who attends 
daycare at EdCC. 
 
With the Refugee Committee’s help, they have successfully navigated Federal and State       
immigration rules, and brought their medical and dental care up to date. Vitalii and Vlad have 
Washington State driver’s licenses, and Yuliia has her learner’s permit. They have                  
accomplished much over the last few months! 
 
It has been a joy and blessing for those of use who have worked with the family. Our           
community is fortunate to welcome new residents like the Kotok’s with their energy, drive, 
and desire for a better life. 
 

Submitted by Dan Clements 


