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Abilene, KS Honored as Top Ten True Western Town by True West Magazine! 

 

In the early 1870s, Abilene, KS, was the top cattle town in American.  Cowboys drove thousands 

of cattle up from Texas to the stockyards, from where they’d be shipped by train back east.  It’s a 

heritage that Abilene celebrates today in a number of ways—attracting visitors, not cows. 

 

That’s one reason Abilene is #3 among True West Magazine’s 2017 Top Western Towns.  

Deadwood, SD won the top honor.  They will be featured in the February 2017 issue, hitting 

newsstands on January 3, 2017. 

 

“Abilene is a wonderful community with a rich history, quality attractions, unique businesses 

and wonderful people,” Julie Roller, Abilene Convention and Visitors Bureau director said. “We 

are excited to add this recognition to Abilene’s list of accolades.” 

 

From Joseph McCoy to James Butler “Wild Bill” Hickok, Old Abilene Town and the Dickinson 

County Heritage Center, Abilene’s cowboy roots run strong. The 2016 Trails, Rails and Tales 

celebration reconnected visitors and residents alike with the days of the cowboy by herding 

longhorn cattle through town and onto rail cars.  

    

“Abilene is one of the great names of the Old West, a place where so much happened,” explains 

True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell.  “Local people haven’t forgotten that history, the 

characters and events that made this town what it is today.  Just as important, they’ve made 

efforts to preserve and share that history.  Abilene is a Top True Western Town.” 

 

This is the twelfth year True West has presented this annual award. Editors base their selection 

on criteria demonstrating how each town has preserved its history through old buildings, 

museums and other institutions, events, and promotions of historic resources. 
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True West magazine is in its 65th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old 

West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit 

TWMag.com or call 888-687-1881. 
 
*By publishing information from this press release, you are agreeing to credit True West magazine for any 

information you may use in your reporting. Please also include the newsstand date of the issue and where it 

can be purchased: twmag.com or by calling 888-687-1881. When information is used for a promotional blurb 

for movies, TV, books, music, etc., you only need to credit True West magazine, but if space allows, we 

appreciate you adding our contact information, as well. 
 
A unique visitor destination, the Abilene, Kansas Convention & Visitors Bureau is located at 201 NW 2nd Street, 

within the national historic Union Pacific Railroad Depot. The purpose of the Convention &Visitors Bureau is to 

help navigate visitors to Abilene, Kansas, so they can experience a quality of life that is defined for tourism by 

Abilene's many attractions and meeting facilities. Email tourism@abilenecityhall.com or call 785-263-2231 for 

more information or visit AbileneKansas.org.  
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