Current Grad Student News
Julia Bandini (Fifth Year PhD) defended her dissertation proposal last spring and has begun her
fieldwork. Her dissertation looks at end-of-life decision-making from the perspectives of critical care
clinicians and family members of patients hospitalized in intensive care units.
Becky Barton (Second Year PhD) spent this past summer exploring the Western
U.S. She visited family in Idaho, Utah, and California, and visited Utah's
"Mighty 5" incredibly beautiful national parks (Zion was her favorite). Her wild
west adventure concluded in Seattle, WA where she presented her work on
Mormon feminists in the Sex and Gender Section of ASA. In December,
‘Critical Research on Religion’ published a symposium piece that she co-wrote
with Wendy Cadge titled "Where are you Organizationally Situated? Views from
Here." This upcoming spring/summer Becky will be working on a project with
Wendy Cadge to measure the impact of multi-faith training for campus
chaplains. Becky is looking forward to traveling to various university campuses on the East Coast this
summer to conduct the research. Outside of school, Becky has started rock climbing and training for a 5k
- her dream, a fantastical one, is to be the first sociologist on American Ninja Warrior.
Thomas Bertorelli (Fourth Year PhD) student with interests in Science, Knowledge, & Technology;
Health & Illness; and Culture. In March 2016, he passed his QPDs and is currently working on his
dissertation proposal. In addition to having his MA thesis recently published in the journal Health,
Thomas is currently a Visiting Research Fellow in the Program on Science, Technology, and Society
(STS) at the Harvard University, John F. Kennedy School of Government. He can frequently be seen
creeping around the grad student computer lab in order to take advantage of the seltzer supply.
Sara Chaganti (Eighth Year PhD in Sociology and Social Policy, ABD) is thrilled to be in the final
stages of her PhD, analyzing her data on job readiness training programs for low-income adults. Sara
conducted participant observation and interviews at two research sites and is complementing these data
with quantitative participant data from the two programs. Sara also continues to work as a part-time
Research Associate at the Institute on Assets and Social Policy (IASP) at the Heller School. At IASP, she
is wrapping up data collection on a 3.5-year evaluation of a statewide employment initiative for homeless
families. She has released several reports from these data. She is starting work as a co-PI of a new 4-year
project examining career pathways for entry-level workers in the healthcare sector. Sara presented a
paper from her dissertation at the American Sociological Association Annual Meeting last August in
Seattle on how we define employability among low-income job seekers. She also organized a panel on
labor market inequalities at the Society for the Study of Social Problems (SSSP) Annual Meeting, and she
chaired the SSSP Poverty, Class and Inequality division's student paper competition committee. Earlier in
the year, she led a workshop on job readiness training for homeless families at the Commonwealth
Workforce Coalition annual meeting in Sturbridge, MA. She is looking forward to spending the next year
writing.
Jaleh Jalili (Sixth Year PhD) is working on her dissertation, which explores the ways in which city-level
public spaces mediate social relations in metropolitan areas. Using the case of Tehran, Iran, the research

examines a number of sociological concepts through the study of public spaces, including inequality and
socioeconomic class, identity and otherness, and power relations. She presented part of a chapter of her
dissertation in August at the ASA conference. She is the recipient of the Mellon Dissertation Year
Fellowship for the 2016-2017 academic year.
Samantha Leonard (Second Year PhD) continues to be excited to be at Brandeis. She is currently
conducting interviews for her project on domestic violence organizations as both social movement
organizations and social service projects. Sam will also be presenting at the
Eastern Sociology Society conference this spring in Philadelphia. In addition,
she continues to work as a research assistant for Professor Karen Hansen and
her ongoing work on homesteading and land loss on Indian reservations.
Along with Becky Barton, she is also one of the graduate student
representatives for Women's, Gender, and Sexuality studies. Her cat Fritz
continues to be an invaluable assistant for grading papers and practicing
presentations.
Kimberly Lucas (Eighth Year PhD in Sociology and Social Policy) is in the midst of data collection for
her dissertation project on family child care providers in Boston. She is also presently working as the
Civic Research Director for the Mayor's Office of New Urban Mechanics in Boston where she is leading
a project on bringing Children's Savings Accounts to all Kindergartners in the city as well as identifying
ways in which research/university partnerships can benefit the city and its residents. Kim is particularly
interested in bringing more social science research to the city, so folks should contact her for more
information if they're interested in learning more or building a partnership.
Jake Pullis (Second Year PhD) has gotten engaged! He and his fiancee, Corrina Lyon-Hall, live in
Brighton. Jake is currently working with cohort member Ann Ward
on a paper soon to be presented at the 2017 Eastern Sociological
Society conference. Aside from that, Jake is seriously enjoying the
experience he's getting working with the faculty as a teaching
assistant.

Catherine Tan (Sixth Year PhD) is currently writing her dissertation and riding horses in Santiago,
Chile. Her dissertation examines how advocates of the alternative biomedical and neurodiversity
movements challenge mainstream attitudes and beliefs about Autism Spectrum
Disorder. In addition, she continues to work (remotely) as a research associate
through Tufts Medical Center on a NIMH funded project with Brandeis
Sociology alumnus, Tom Mackie. In other news, Catherine recently adopted a
stray German Shepard-looking puppy who wandered down from the Andes
mountains. The puppy is named Piscola, after a Chilean national cocktail.
Catherine will be moving Piscola to the US with her this summer.
Ann Ward (Second Year PhD) is currently exploring her interests in coursework. She is also working on
a project with Jake Pullis that draws out the links between catastrophe swaps and environmental injustice.
The two will be attending the Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting in February to present their
work. In her free time, Ann has been cooking up new dishes and learning to play Rugby.

Some of our graduate students learning, celebrating, and having fun together!

 Taking a break at "Borderlands" Conference
at the University of Connecticut

Enjoying class outside on a beautiful day!

Gathering to watch and discuss a documentary about
theorist Michel Foucault - popcorn included!

