
Be A Pro: Gig Bag Essentials for Guitarists 
 

 
 
Whether you’re playing at a local bar, a friend’s party, or even an open mic, it’s important to be 
prepared. Getting on stage in front of an audience can be nerve-wracking enough without having to 
worry about a guitar battery dying in the middle of a song, or a string breaking right before you go on. 
Have you ever arrived at the venue and realized it’s been a while since you trimmed your fingernails? 
It’s not going to prevent the show from going on, but it just doesn’t feel right and may affect your 
performance. And you always want to play your best, right?  
 
While tuning my bass right before a gig in Singapore, my strap button fell off and rolled away. I was 
already sweating – due to nerves and the fact that it was 35C and crazy humid - but when that strap 
button fell off, with my bass narrowly escaping crashing to the floor, I nearly passed out. We crawled 
around in the dark on the sticky, grimy bar floor and, thankfully, we found it! My awesome “roadies” 
(good friends and family) were able to put it back on with the tool kit we’d brought, and I was able to 
jump on stage in time.  Thank goodness we had that tool kit on us!  
 
When you go to a gig or rehearsal there are many items you should take with you, but we’ll start off 
slowly with a few essentials. I’m laughed at when I show up with all my gear, but you’ll want to be my 
best friend when you realize you forgot your capo! 
 

1. Batteries  
2. Ear protection  
3. Extra pics, strings, cables, tuner, capo  
4. Cloth to wipe your guitar - stage lights highlight all the fingerprints! 
5. Nail clippers and first aid kit  
6. Paper and pencil/sharpie 
7. Extra “dongles” and an XLR cable for your phone, if you are playing to a track. 
8. Extra cables. 
9. Roadie, or really good friend, to help you with all your stuff! 

 
Of course, there are more items that would be useful, and instrument specific lists, but we’ll get to 
those another time. For now, make sure you take everything in this list to every gig and rehearsal. 
Your band mates will love you, you’ll be less stressed, have more fun, perform at your best and look 
like a pro. 
 


