Morning Worship
10:00 AM
August 16, 2020
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
RINGING OF THE BELLS
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

The Rev. Seth Finch, Covenant

PRELUDE
“A time is coming when men will go mad, and when they see someone who is
not mad, they will attack him, saying, 'You are mad; you are not like us.”
--Saint Anthony the Great

CALL TO WORSHIP*
The Rev. Sarah Chivington Buck, Shepherd of the Valley
Leader: Even when we encounter folks who are mean, dishonest, hateful,
People: we are called to respond with that love which is true and sincere.
Leader: God calls us to love all people as if they were our sisters and brothers,
People: for God seeks to weave us into one family, tearing down all the
barriers between us.
Leader: No matter how weary we become from our loneliness, our struggles,
our service,
People: God challenges us to be patient, to rejoice, and to never stop
praying.
Leader: Why should we do all these things?
People: Because we are God's people, called to lives which are different,
and which make a difference!
HYMN # 372

O for a World

CALL TO RECONCILIATION**
The Rev. Drew Henry, Immanuel
One: Our words, our deeds, our lives build barriers between us and others,
between us and God. But God would shatter every distinction, God would

reshape us as new people. Let us come to the One who loves us, and
longs to forgive us. Join me as we confess our sins together, saying,
PRAYER OF CONFESSION*
We admit, Providing God, that we have difficulties living as your children.
We could live in unity, but our words fracture relationships with family and
friends. We have been shown the way to your kingdom, but turn into blind
guides when asked for the directions by others. When we could offer
others the precious oil of peace, we hand them the vinegar of despair and
rejection. Have mercy on us, Healing Heart, have mercy on us. When you
call to us, may we listen with open ears, understand with embracing
hearts, and share your grace with others, even as we have been graced
by Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON**
One: Hear the good news for you: God has provided hope for you, filling you
with joy, with mercy, with peace.
Many: As mercy leads to mercy, we will take these gifts to share with the
world. Thanks be to God. Amen.
RESPONSE #582

Glory to God

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Luke Rembold, POSF
Leader: Illuminating God, by the power of your Holy Spirit reveal to us through
the reading of these words your Word become flesh, living among us
full of grace and truth. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 15:1-20
Then Pharisees and legal experts came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, “Why
are your disciples breaking the elders’ rules handed down to us? They don’t
ritually purify their hands by washing before they eat.” Jesus replied, “Why do you
break the command of God by keeping the rules handed down to you? For God
said, Honor your father and your mother, and The person who speaks against
father or mother will certainly be put to death. But you say, ‘If you tell your father
or mother, “Everything I’m expected to contribute to you I’m giving to God as a
gift,” then you don’t have to honor your father.’ So you do away with God’s Law
for the sake of the rules that have been handed down to you. Hypocrites! Isaiah
really knew what he was talking about when he prophesied about you, This
people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far away from me. Their
worship of me is empty since they teach instructions that are human rules.” Jesus
called the crowd near and said to them, “Listen and understand. It’s not what goes
into the mouth that contaminates a person in God’s sight. It’s what comes out of
the mouth that contaminates the person.” Then the disciples came and said to
him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended by what you just said?”
Jesus replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father didn’t plant will be pulled up.
Leave the Pharisees alone. They are blind people who are guides to blind people.
But if a blind person leads another blind person, they will both fall into a ditch.”
Then Peter spoke up, “Explain this riddle to us.” Jesus said, “Don’t you
understand yet? Don’t you know that everything that goes into the mouth enters
the stomach and goes out into the sewer? But what goes out of the mouth comes
from the heart. And that’s what contaminates a person in God’s sight. Out of the
heart come evil thoughts, murders, adultery, sexual sins, thefts, false testimonies,
and insults. These contaminate a person in God’s sight. But eating without
washing hands doesn’t contaminate in God’s sight.”
ESCRITURA
The Rev. Rob Woodruff, Second
San Mateo 15:1-20
Se acercaron a Jesús algunos fariseos y maestros de la ley que habían llegado
de Jerusalén, y le preguntaron: --¿Por qué tus discípulos desobedecen la
tradición de nuestros antepasados? ¿Por qué no cumplen con la ceremonia de
lavarse las manos antes de comer? Jesús les preguntó: --¿Y por qué también

ustedes desobedecen el mandato de Dios para seguir sus propias tradiciones?
Porque Dios dijo: «Honra a tu padre y a tu madre», y «El que maldiga a su padre
o a su madre será condenado a muerte.» Pero ustedes afirman que un hombre
puede decirle a su padre o a su madre: «No puedo ayudarte, porque todo lo que
tengo lo he ofrecido a Dios»; y que cualquiera que diga esto, ya no está obligado
a ayudar a su padre o a su madre. Así pues, ustedes han anulado la palabra de
Dios para seguir sus propias tradiciones. ¡Hipócritas! Bien habló el profeta Isaías
acerca de ustedes, cuando dijo: «Este pueblo me honra con la boca, pero su
corazón está lejos de mí. De nada sirve que me rinda culto; sus enseñanzas son
mandatos de hombres.» Luego Jesús llamó a la gente y dijo: --Escuchen y
entiendan: Lo que entra por la boca del hombre no es lo que lo hace impuro. Al
contrario, lo que hace impuro al hombre es lo que sale de su boca. Entonces los
discípulos se acercaron a Jesús y le preguntaron: --¿Sabes que los fariseos se
ofendieron al oir lo que dijiste? Él les contestó: --Cualquier planta que mi Padre
celestial no haya plantado, será arrancada de raíz. Déjenlos, pues son ciegos
que guían a otros ciegos. Y si un ciego guía a otro, los dos caerán en algún hoyo.
Pedro entonces le dijo a Jesús: --Explícanos lo que dijiste. Jesús respondió: -¿Ni siquiera ustedes son todavía capaces de comprender? ¿No entienden que
todo lo que entra por la boca va al vientre, para después salir del cuerpo? Pero
lo que sale de la boca viene del interior del hombre; y eso es lo que lo hace
impuro. Porque del interior del hombre salen los malos pensamientos, los
asesinatos, el adulterio, la inmoralidad sexual, los robos, las mentiras y los
insultos. Estas cosas son las que hacen impuro al hombre; pero el comer sin
cumplir con la ceremonia de lavarse las manos, no lo hace impuro.
One:
Hear what the Spirit is saying to you and to the church.
Many: Thanks be to God.
MOMENTS WITH THE CHILDREN
SERMON

“Lip Service and Cheap Grace”

Vanna Ortiz, Covenant
The Rev. Seth Finch, Covenant

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
RESPONDING IN PRAYER

The Rev. Drew Henry, Immanuel

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING
(You are encouraged to go to your church’s website if they have online giving, if
not, perhaps consider writing a check and mailing it. Our churches need your
support right now to keep doing ministry. You might also want to give to the
Presbytery’s Family to Family Fund, to support those who are hardest hit by the
new realities of social distancing at https://santafepresbytery.org/ )
OFFERTORY
RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING #710

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
HYMN # 320

BENEDICTION

Seth Finch

The Church of Christ in Every Age

Seth Finch

POSTLUDE & PASSING OF THE PEACE
CALL SOMEONE FROM YOUR CHURCH AND CHECK ON THEM AND PRAY
TOGETHER

**adapted from Thom Shuman’s lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com and Playing Hopscotch in Heaven.
Musicians
Piano, Maki Kimura
Vocals, Jeff Jolly
Technical Crew, Ed Cole, Jack Dietz, Thomas Loyd, Anna Sohn, Clara Storms (not all present)
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