
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Morning Worship 
10:00 AM 

September 20, 2020 
25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 
RINGING OF THE BELLS  
 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS             The Rev. Seth Finch, Covenant   
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRELUDE              

 
“I am a human being, not a human doing.” 

 
--Kurt Vonnegut 

 
 



 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP*                   The Rev.Sarah Chivington Buck, Shepherd of the Valley 
One:  In the prayers and the praise, in the words and the wonder: 
Many: we are given enough joy to live each day. 
One:  In the justice for the oppressed, in the unexpected generosity for the 

lost: 
Many:  we are given enough compassion to use in service each day. 
One:  In the promises made to all, in the mercy offered to each: 
Many:  we are given enough grace to share each day. 
 
HYMN #345                 In an Age of Twisted Values   



 

 

 
 
CALL TO RECONCILIATION**                                                The Rev. Deb Worley, White Rock 
One:  We continue to believe that we must earn our way into God's heart. But 

God's grace is given to each of us, for all of us, freely, unconditionally, 
always. Let us open our lives to this mercy as we pray 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION* 



 

 

It seems we cannot decide, Cloud of Glory. We say we will live to serve 
others, but end up meeting only our needs. We claim to live in a way that 
honors Christ, but we do not take him to work, school, home. We believe 
that the gospel can transform lives, (at least, for those who need it – but 
surely, not us). Forgive us, Presence of Peace. Instead of grumblers, may 
we be ambassadors of grace. Instead of continual complaining, may we 
carry compassion to the hurting. Instead of whiners, may we be workers 
with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to reach out and bring the kingdom 
of God to everyone we meet. 
 
TIME FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON* 
One:   This is the good news: there is no ranking in God's kingdom. 

God graces everyone with the same gifts: mercy, restoration, new life. 
Many:  God has kept the covenant. We have been forgiven, we have been 

made new people. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
RESPONSE #582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,  
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
  

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                         The Rev. Rob Woodruff, Second 
One: Gracious God, your Word is a living word. By your Spirit awaken us, that 

we may see and hear your presence in the world and in the scripture that 
we read today. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our brother and 
guide. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE                                                              Matthew 20:1-16 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire workers for his vineyard. After he agreed with the workers to pay them a 
denarion, he sent them into his vineyard. “Then he went out around nine in the 
morning and saw others standing around the marketplace doing nothing. He said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I’ll pay you whatever is right.’ And 
they went. “Again around noon and then at three in the afternoon, he did the 
same thing. Around five in the afternoon he went and found others standing 



 

 

around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you just standing around here doing 
nothing all day long?’ “‘Because nobody has hired us,’ they replied. “He 
responded, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ “When evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the workers and give them their wages, 
beginning with the last ones hired and moving on finally to the first.’ When those 
who were hired at five in the afternoon came, each one received a denarion. 
Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more. But 
each of them also received a denarion. When they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, ‘These who were hired last worked one hour, and they 
received the same pay as we did even though we had to work the whole day in 
the hot sun.’ “But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I did you no wrong. Didn’t I 
agree to pay you a denarion? Take what belongs to you and go. I want to give 
to this one who was hired last the same as I give to you. Don’t I have the right to 
do what I want with what belongs to me? Or are you resentful because I’m 
generous?’ So those who are last will be first. And those who are first will be 
last.” 
 
LECTURA  The Rev. Drew Henry, Immanuel                         San Mateo 20:1-16 
«Sucede con el reino de los cielos como con el dueño de una finca, que salió 
muy de mañana a contratar trabajadores para su viñedo. Se arregló con ellos 
para pagarles el salario de un día, y los mandó a trabajar a su viñedo. Volvió a 
salir como a las nueve de la mañana, y vio a otros que estaban en la plaza 
desocupados. Les dijo: «Vayan también ustedes a trabajar a mi viñedo, y les 
daré lo que sea justo.» Y ellos fueron. El dueño salió de nuevo a eso del 
mediodía, y otra vez a las tres de la tarde, e hizo lo mismo. Alrededor de las cinco 
de la tarde volvió a la plaza, y encontró en ella a otros que estaban desocupados. 
Les preguntó: «¿Por qué están ustedes aquí todo el día sin trabajar?» Le 
contestaron: «Porque nadie nos ha contratado.» Entonces les dijo: «Vayan 
también ustedes a trabajar a mi viñedo.» «Cuando llegó la noche, el dueño dijo 
al encargado del trabajo: «Llama a los trabajadores, y págales comenzando por 
los últimos que entraron y terminando por los que entraron primero.» Se 
presentaron, pues, los que habían entrado a trabajar alrededor de las cinco de 
la tarde, y cada uno recibió el salario completo de un día. Después, cuando les 
tocó el turno a los que habían entrado primero, pensaron que iban a recibir más; 
pero cada uno de ellos recibió también el salario de un día. Al cobrarlo, 
comenzaron a murmurar contra el dueño, diciendo: «Estos, que llegaron al final, 
trabajaron solamente una hora, y usted les ha pagado igual que a nosotros, que 
hemos aguantado el trabajo y el calor de todo el día.» Pero el dueño contestó a 
uno de ellos: «Amigo, no te estoy haciendo ninguna injusticia. ¿Acaso no te 
arreglaste conmigo por el salario de un día? Pues toma tu paga y vete. Si yo 
quiero darle a este que entró a trabajar al final lo mismo que te doy a ti, es porque 



 

 

tengo el derecho de hacer lo que quiera con mi dinero. ¿O es que te da envidia 
que yo sea bondadoso?» «De modo que los que ahora son los últimos, serán los 
primeros; y los que ahora son los primeros, serán los últimos.» 
One:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to you and to the church. 
Many:  Thanks be to God. 
  
MOMENTS WITH THE CHILDREN                The Rev. Tom Hart, Shepherd of the Valley 
 
SERMON                                       “Let It Be”                   The Rev. Seth Finch, Covenant 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
    
RESPONDING IN PRAYER                       The Rev. Dr. Christine Vogel, Honorably Retired 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

OFFERING        
(You are encouraged to go to your church’s website if they have online giving, if 

not, perhaps consider writing a check and mailing it. Our churches need your 
support right now to keep doing ministry. You might also want to give to the 

Presbytery’s Family to Family Fund, to support those who are hardest hit by the 
new realities of social distancing at  https://santafepresbytery.org/ ) 

 
 
OFFERTORY  
 
RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING #609 



 

 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                               Brianna Benzinger, Covenant 
 
HYMN # 649                           Amazing Grace 



 

 

 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION                                    Seth Finch     
 
POSTLUDE & PASSING OF THE PEACE 
CALL SOMEONE FROM YOUR CHURCH AND CHECK ON THEM AND PRAY 

TOGETHER 
                               
** Liturgy drawn from Thom Shuman’s lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com  
 



 

 

Musicians 
 Piano, Deborah Mhoon 
 Vocals, Carlie Capener 
  
 
Technical Crew, Ed Cole, Jack Dietz, Thomas Loyd, Anna Sohn, Clara Storms (not all present) 
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