
 
 
 



Turning on the news in today’s culture, one could feel a wide variety of different emotions. 
However, one thing is true; you do not have to watch long before the realization begins to set 
in that we live in a day and time when people are in desperate need of God. Within many 
segments of society, we seem to witness division, violence, depravity, decadence, disrespect for 
authority, and little to no regard for God. North America is in desperate need of a continental 
great awakening. 
 
Looking at the history of awakenings in North America, we observe what occurred not long 
after the First Great Awakening ended was staleness penetrating the church. Bible colleges 
were full of skeptics, who would rationalize away all spirituality. Shades of the late 1760s 
mirrored what was happening in society as students would hold mock communions. As the 
minority on many campuses, Christian students met in secret. Another awakening was needed.1 
God did indeed send yet another earth-shaking revival to awaken America once more. Starting 
in the late 1780s and lasting until the 1840s, the Second Great Awakening began to break 
forth.2 Roberts Liardon asserts that the awakening lasted longer—from the War of 1812 to the 
Civil War.3 The revival in Cane Ridge would begin the swell that would soon flood the United 
States.4  James McGready and Barton Stone were used powerfully in Kentucky and would help 
pave the way for a historic move of God.5 
 
These powerful waves of the Spirit were unprecedented. History reveals that one of the most 
powerfully used individuals of the Second Great Awakening was Charles G. Finney. His model 
was simple and proved to bear much fruit. His ministry shook the Northeastern part of the 
nation with 500,000 converts in 10 years. His method was to send two intercessors into a city 
that would pray for 30 days straight in 12-hour shifts per person. This would provide 24/7 
prayer support for 30 days. The two intercessors were Father Daniel Nash and Able Clarey. 
Finney would arrive at the end of the 30 days, and a historic breakthrough would occur. This is 
not merely a Finney model but can be found throughout Acts, where prayer and proclamation 
go together (Acts 1:14; 2:1–2; 40:42; 3:1; 4:24–31; 5:12; 6:4).  
  
During our last PCCNA Evangelism Commission meeting in Jacksonville, I shared this model, 
which bore witness to the entire commission. One of the initiatives we are continuing to 
dialogue about is the implementation of combining intentional intercession—sending in 
intercessory teams to pray for 10 days—followed by evangelism training and mobilization. We 
believe this could significantly impact the local church and entire cities. When prayer and 
evangelism get married, the church is going to have a baby called Awakening.  
 
Our commission is coordinating an evangelism conference, scheduled March 23–25, 2023, in 
Dallas, Texas, to serve our PCCNA constituents throughout North America. Many network and 
denominational representatives have agreed to participate and equip on various topics. These 
will include, but are not limited to, relational evangelism, how to develop an evangelism 
strategy within the local church, reaching Gen Z, power evangelism, writing your own personal 
track, how to conduct a successful outdoor campaign, and developing regional church 
evangelism directors. Our goal is to bring together our collaborative PCCNA best practices and 
teaching. Mark your calendars for March 23–25, 2023, and plan to join us in Dallas, Texas.  
 
Expect more information in the days ahead. If the Evangelism Commission can serve you, your 
network, or your denomination in any way, please do not hesitate to ask.  
 
Joe Oden 
Evangelism Commission Chair 
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