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The “Memphis Miracle” occurred in 1994, when in a gathering 
of African American and white church representatives, white 
pastors, and leaders publicly repented of racism and exclusivism 

in their Pentecostal church organizational and fellowship activities. Leaders repented, a spontaneous 
and prophetic foot-washing service ensued, and a long-overdue embrace and reconciliation began. An 
exclusively white Pentecostal, interdenominational organization was dissolved, and the Pentecostal 
Charismatic Churches of North America was formally established, continuing its work to the present day. 
Key moments in the historic Memphis meetings were a pronouncement from Bishop Charles Blake and a 
prophetic word delivered by Pastor Jack Hayford. (Vinson Synan’s documentation of the Memphis 
Miracle can be found on the PCCNA website.) 

On October 18, 1994, Bishop Blake made a statement that changed the atmosphere of that historic 
gathering:  "Brothers and sisters, I commit my love to you. There are problems down the road, but a 
strong commitment to love will overcome them all."  This was followed by Pastor Hayford’s 
interpretation of a message in tongues that was offered by a young African American leader: 

. . . For I have poured out of My Spirit upon you and flooded you with grace in both your 
circles of gathering and fellowship. But as streams at flood tide, nonetheless, the waters 
have been muddied to some degree. Those of desperate thirst have come, nonetheless, 
for muddy water is better than none at all . . . . But look. Look, for I, by My Spirit, am 
flowing the two streams into one. And the two becoming one, if you can see from the 
heaven side of things, are being purified, and not only is there a new purity coming in 
your midst, but there will be multitudes more who will gather at this one mighty river 
because they will see the purity of the reality of my love manifest in you. And so, know 
that as heaven observes and tells us what is taking place, there is reason for you to rejoice 
and prepare yourself for here shall be multitudes more than ever before come to this joint 
surging of my grace among you, says the Lord.'"  

Thus, the PCCNA was launched with a holy calling to challenge the North American church to repent of 
racism, come together in love and reconciliation, and forge new relationships in the body of Christ. The  
organization, whose motto is “Demonstrating Unity in the Power of the Spirit,” has an ongoing 
commitment to multi-racial leadership, a welcome to women in ministry, and a place for both 
denominational Pentecostals and independent charismatics to gather in mutual work and support. 

Approved by PCCNA’s leadership to be a vehicle through which to expand on these founding values, the 
PCCNA Christian Unity Commission (CUC) has now been active for nearly five years. Seeking to fulfill the 
founding purposes of this 26-year old organization, the CUC cultivates unity and reconciliation within 
the Pentecostal/Charismatic family and intentionally reaches out to Christians and churches which have 
not historically been a part of that renewal story. A few of our efforts in recent years include: 

• Racial Reconciliation—The CUC’s efforts are intended to complement and be fully supportive of 
the critical work of the Race Relations Commission. At the 2019 annual meeting, the CUC 
conducted a panel conversation that focused on a review and response to PCCNA’s, 25-year-old 
Racial Reconciliation Manifesto. Dr. David Daniels (COGIC), Dr. Mel Robeck (Assemblies of God), 
Dr. Harold Hunter (IPHC), and Dr. David Moore (Foursquare) were featured participants.  

https://pccna.org/about_history.aspx
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• Partnership with the Pentecostal World Fellowship—The CUC planned and facilitated two, 
ecumenical panel, breakout sessions at the 2019 Pentecostal World Conference in Calgary. 
Focused issues addressed included the Global Christian Forum, bilateral dialogues, and the 
World Council of Churches. Global program participants included Olav Tveit from the WCC 
(Lutheran, Norway), Opoku Onyinah (Church of Pentecost, Ghana), Elizabeth Matear (Salvation 
Army, United Kingdom), Casely Essamuah from the Global Christian Forum (United Methodist, 
Ghana), David Han (Church of God/Pentecostal Theological Seminary), and David Ramirez 
(Church of God, Latin America). PCCNA Christian Unity liaisons who were involved in the 
planning and facilitation of the Calgary sessions were Frank Patrick (PAOC), Mel Robeck 
(Assemblies of God), Harold Hunter (IPHC), and David Cole (Open Bible Churches/OBFF). 

A second engagement with the Pentecostal World Fellowship (PWF) occurred at the 2020 
Christian Unity Commission gathering during the PCCNA meeting in Los Angeles. Billy Wilson, 
David Wells, and Doug Beacham represented PWF leadership and were present for dialogue as 
the PCCNA CUC offered support and partnership to the PWF’s decision to form a Christian Unity 
Commission at the international and global levels.  

• An Open Table for Our Brothers and Sisters in Christ—The Christian Unity Commission’s annual 
gatherings have become a place of welcome for ecumenically minded leaders from a wide range 
of families among the people of God. The purposes of information sharing, relationship-building, 
and discernment concerning areas of potential partnership are pursued among the many guests 
who have joined at the CUC table. Some of those guests include: 

o Rabbi Marty Waldman (Toward Jerusalem Council II) 
o Mons. Juan Usma Gomez (Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity) 
o Prof. Matteo Calisi (United in Christ) 
o Rev. Carlos Malave (Christian Churches Together in the USA) 
o Rev. Dr. Casely Essamuah (Global Christian Forum) 
o Dr. Adrian Hinkle (Society for Pentecostal Studies) 

• PCCNA CUC Liaisons as Ambassadors of Christian Unity—In addition to the current initiatives, 
which are planned and sponsored by the PCCNA Christian Unity Commission, individual Christian 
Unity liaisons represent both the PCCNA and their respective church families as they engage in 
ecumenical initiatives across North America and around the world. Those initiative involvements 
are numerous and varied. Our liaisons are involved as Pentecostals in bilateral dialogues with 
Catholics, Orthodox, and multiple Protestant churches. They are involved in work with the 
Canadian Council of Churches, World Council of Churches, Christian Churches in the USA, the 
Global Christian Forum, and in many other gatherings where the prayer of Jesus for our unity is 
being honored. 

In serving the body of Christ on behalf of the PCCNA, the Christian Unity Commission has much more to 
accomplish through its endeavors, responding to the challenges facing today’s church and society. But 
as leaders gather—both men and women, from different denominations and church networks, from 
multiple ethnic backgrounds, and from Canada, Mexico, and the United States—we build bridges of 
mutual support and cooperation for the sake of the gospel. A resulting hope is being extended to 
churches and communities as we seek the healing that can only come from the Holy Spirit.  

 


