
JUST
C A L L  M E
P A U L

Being a member of the next generation, you can imagine
the looks I would get when I referred to this man of God
and leader of our fellowship as simply, Paul. Yet, I do my
best to honor his request. 

This past month, I sat with Paul at breakfast during the
104th Annual National Convention for the IAOGI. Set to be a
major week, this was the first time our fellowship had
gathered in person since the pandemic. Additionally, Paul
had announced the year prior that he would not accept
the senior leadership position of general secretary in 2022. 
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“Just call me, Paul.” That is how Rev. Paul McPhail, former
General Secretary of the Independent
Assemblies of God International, Canada (IAOGI) often
introduces himself. 
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Shalane Wellard McKay & Rev. Paul McPhail
2020 PCCNA Convention // Azuza Street Tour

Rev. Paul McPhail passing 
the shepherd's staff to 

Rev. David Kelsey



Champion of Women Ministers – while the IAOGI fully supports women in
ministry, not all ordained women had been formally registered with the
government. Paul set the record straight. When a woman regional representative
was elected but then placed as an understudy to the former regional, Paul set
the record straight. “Our constitution and statement of faith are clear. There is
no delineation between male or female ministers.”

Champion of Honor – an outstanding amount was owed to the former general
secretary prior to Paul. Paul led the fellowship in making sure the former leader
was paid in full without making the movement financially unstable. Our regional
representatives serve in a volunteer role. Paul led the fellowship in covering their
annual National Convention expenses. The general secretary originally paid his
own expenses to visit the ministers across Canada and travel to represent the
fellowship. Paul led in having a travel fund put in place to support the work of the
ministry of the IAOGI.

I peppered the man with questions about his 17 consecutive years of leadership and
was quite content to listen to the wisdom and stories that promptly followed.

“You’re going to be the next general secretary,” the senior saint told Paul prior to
any nomination or election. “I didn’t really know it till then,” Paul recalled. That was in
2005 when Paul was first elected. From that point on, no other names would come
forward. Every year, Paul remained the general secretary by acclamation—trusted
and backed by the full confidence of the fellowship.
Paul has always been a bit of church history buff. He can tell you how and where
different “streams” joined and separated, notable moments of the move of the Holy
Spirit, and so much more. After growing up in a pastor’s home, pastoring for more
than 40 years and having been with the fellowship
since December 1987, he’s seen a few things firsthand too. All that history and
experience always serves him as a springboard for what God’s doing today and how
we, as His ministers, can partner with Him. 

Over the past seventeen years of his leadership, Paul has led the fellowship in some
notable ways:
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Champion of Reconciliation and the Body of Christ – I have never seen someone
so embody the term “minister of reconciliation.” Paul has offered the hand of
fellowship first toward so many others and even other denominations where
great hurt and grievous splits occurred. He has repaired bridges that were
previously blown to bits and built bridges where none had yet been established.
“Have you met so and so… they are with A, B, C and have done 1, 2, 3… you should
meet them; you’ll be blessed.” These are often his introductions.

Champion of the Called and the Next Generation – You won’t find a stronger
supporter in the ministry than Paul. He’ll take the call at 3:00 a.m. He’ll pour in the
oil and wine to the minister and their family. He pastors the pastors, propelling
them to “the next” with wisdom, encouragement, compassion, vision, and such a
great love. “Can you see yourself going there? I can.” I’ve compared notes with
our ministers, and we often have the same stories; the time Paul . . . Fill in the
blank, which meant so much and made such a difference. Paul bringing me to the
PCCNA as a NextGen leader will forever mark my life.

As leaders of leaders, we know so much more goes on in the background. Endless
hours, telephone calls, and sown seed of time and heart. This small list I have shared
doesn’t begin to do it all justice. 

“Why are you transitioning now, Paul?” I asked him with a speck of hope that maybe
it wasn’t the case. After all, who likes transition? “I could continue with no
resistance,” Paul said, “but now is the right time. This is the time to pass on to the
next person to lead it further.” Paul’s response only made me more confident in
God’s good things in store for our fellowship. 

When I asked Paul what the best advice was he had ever received for his position, he
almost interrupted with his quick response, “Love the people.” It was no platitude
but a clear cornerstone and marker of his leadership. The former general secretary’s
wife had shared those words with him, and Paul intended to pass them on to the
next general secretary of the IAOGI.

I take the time to write these things to encourage you as leaders. You are doing well!
Stay the course. Trust the Holy Spirit’s ideas, champion the body of Christ, know that
people are blessed and can see Jesus in you. Trust the Holy Spirit’s nudges on
transition and transition well. 



Now, Paul’s not dead, and God’s not done with Paul. He’ll continue pastoring in
Chatham, Ontario, leading his international Bible school, being a chaplain for the
Ontario Provincial Police, and counselling and loving the body of Christ; but let’s not
wait till someone is promoted to glory to celebrate the gift of God in them. 

God has done many great things! We are excited about this next chapter and to
announce that Rev. David Kelsey from London, Ontario, has been elected as the new
General Secretary of the Independent Assemblies of God International, Canada. Just
as we have come to trust Paul, the Holy Spirit within him, and his leadership of our
fellowship, we are pleased to do the same with Rev. David Kelsey. Please agree with
us and the IAOGI family as we believe for the Holy Spirit to direct Rev. Kelsey as he
steps forward in this new role. 

We are grateful for the work and ministry God has done through Paul in our
fellowship and for moving us forward. Many adjectives and titles could be given for
leaders and great men of God such as him, but I just call him, Paul.

Shalane MacKay
PCCNA, NextGen Leader
Licensed Minister, IAOGI
Worship Leader, Celebration Life Church

To learn more about the history of the IAOGI, CLICK HERE
To learn more about Rev. David Kelsey, CLICK HERE
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https://iaogcan.com/about-us/
https://iaogcan.com/about-us/
https://www.ftol.ca/about-us

