
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST-EVER SURGERY PERFORMED ON BOARD THE GLOBAL 
MERCY—6 MARCH 2023 
 
Years of vision, planning, hard work, and fervent prayers came to fruition earlier today 
when a 4-year-boy, Amadou, received the first-ever surgery on board the Global Mercy! 
As expressed in a joint Teams post from Dr. Gary, Dr. Sarah, Nate Claus, Jane White, 
Keren Fuhrmeister, Merryl Mackenzie, and Dr. Mark, “Praise God for how far He's 
brought us…” 
  
For so many Mercy Shippers around the world, this is a long-awaited day. We want to 
pause and celebrate today while looking forward with anticipation to all that is to come.  
  
Born with one windswept leg and one bowed leg, even sitting for a meal was painful for 
Amadou. In this first surgery, Dr. Rachel Buckingham was assisted by Dr. Andrew 
Wainwright. While both are from the United Kingdom, they were supported by a 
multinational team of professionals. 
  
"Senegal does not yet have their own pediatric orthopedic surgeon. What keeps me 
coming back is the need. It’s the ability to train local health care workers and make a 
difference . . .  You go into medicine to have an impact so here we have a massive 
impact," said Dr. Buckingham.  
  
Amadou’s is the first of more than 40 planned pediatric orthopedic operations this 
month. Over the next four months, the Global Mercy will provide over 800 safe, free 
surgeries during this inaugural field service in Dakar, Senegal.  
 
Watch social media channels as well as Navigator for posts that can be shared  
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For so many Mercy Shippers around the world, this is a long-awaited day. We want to 
pause and celebrate today while looking forward with anticipation to all that is to come.  
  
Born with one windswept leg and one bowed leg, even sitting for a meal was painful for 
Amadou. In this first surgery, Dr. Rachel Buckingham was assisted by Dr. Andrew 
Wainwright. While both are from the United Kingdom, they were supported by a 
multinational team of professionals. 
  
"Senegal does not yet have their own pediatric orthopedic surgeon. What keeps me 
coming back is the need. It’s the ability to train local health care workers and make a 
difference . . .  You go into medicine to have an impact so here we have a massive 
impact," said Dr. Buckingham.  
  
Amadou’s is the first of more than 40 planned pediatric orthopedic operations this 
month. Over the next four months, the Global Mercy will provide over 800 safe, free 
surgeries during this inaugural field service in Dakar, Senegal.  
  
Watch social media channels as well as Navigator for posts that can be reshared 
personally. 
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