


POLICY

The FMCSA’s policy is to assign a unique USDOT identification number to each person required to
identify itself with FMCSA under 49 U.S.C. 13902, 31134 and 49 C.F.R. 390.19T or 390.200T.
USDOT numbers are not transferable and are assigned to only one person and remain assigned to that
person forever. For the purposes of USDOT number assignment, operating authority registration,
and, in the future, safety registration, a person includes any person as recognized by law including an
individual (sole proprietor), corporation, partnership, or other business organization as authorized
under specific state law.

Below are scenarios that address circumstances where a new USDOT number may be required.

GUIDANCE

Ownership Change

For corporations, partnerships and other business organizations, the USDOT number will remain the
same when there is a change in company officials, address or other demographic information, and the
corporation, partnership, or other business organization will continue operations as the same legal
person/entity. In case of a change in demographic information, the motor carrier is required to file an
updated Form MCS-150, Motor Carrier Identification Report within 30 days of the change. A new
USDOT number will be required if there is a change in the legal person/entity and, as a result of the
transaction, there is a change in company officials, address or other demographic information.

Sole proprietors may not change ownership. The registered person is an individual and, therefore, not
subject to an ownership change. Instead, changes in ownership for sole proprietors are actually asset
sales (see below).

Mergers and Acquisitions

Mergers and acquisitions are a form of a total or controlling interest ownership change. When a
corporation or partnership is acquired or merged into a new corporation or partnership that never
registered with FMCSA before the transaction, new registration including a new USDOT number is
required. The new corporation is required to disclose its affiliation with the acquired motor carrier at
the time of registration. FMCSA should pursue a voluntary consolidation of safety records in such
transactions.

If the original corporation will be dissolved and cease motor carrier operations under its original
identity as a result of the business transaction, the entity is required to file an updated Form MCS-150
- and select “Out of Business Notification” to notify FMCSA that the company is no longer operating.

If, as a result of the merger one of the original motor carriers will survive the transaction and will
continue motor carrier operations, no new registration or USDOT number is required. As with other
ownership changes.if there is a change in company officials, address or other demographic
information as a result of the transaction, the motor carrier is required to file an updated Form MCS-
150 within 30 days of the change.

Asset sales

For sole proprietors who sell their company assets to another sole proprietor or other business
organization, a new USDOT number will be required by the purchaser. A purchaser is not allowed or
permitted to maintain the USDOT number when purchasing a sole proprietor’s assets. If the






