
Dr. Dawn M. Thomas is currently a Prevention Systems Manager with the Ohio

Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) and has more

than 25 years of public service that has focused on prevention, training, mental

health and other social services programming for adults as well as students. She is

highly experienced in event planning, program development, coordination and

implementation as well as fostering and promoting close working relationships

between state, county and local social service systems/agencies. Thomas

previously served as the Project Director for both Ohio’s Strategic Prevention

Framework State Incentive Grant (SPF-SIG) and Partnerships for Success (SPF-

PFS) State and Tribal Initiative Grant totaling 18 million dollars. Dr. Thomas is also

the President and CEO of Dawn RISING Consultants, LLC which focuses on

building healthy communities through social justice and equity. Dr. Thomas is

passionate about working with underserved communities that experience health

disparities and learning best practices, policies and strategies for providing

culturally appropriate services to achieve health equity. She is an Ohio Certified

Prevention Consultant (OCPC), earned a Ph.D. in Health Promotion and Education

from the University of Cincinnati in 2017 and is a Life Member of Alpha Kappa

Alpha Sorority, Inc. Although Dawn currently resides in Columbus, she is originally

from Cleveland and loves all things Cleveland including the Browns, the Cavs,

and Lake Erie. 

Dr. Alfgeir Kristjansson is an Associate Professor of Public Health at West

Virginia University (WVU) School of Public Health where he also serves as the

Director of the school’s PhD Program. He earned his PhD in Social Medicine

from the Karolinska Institute in Sweden in 2010 and was a post-doctoral fellow

at Columbia University in New York City between 2010-2012. The central focus

of his work is on the health, behavioral development and well-being of children

and youth with particular attention to substance use prevention and

community health promotion. Dr. Kristjansson is the Principal Investigator (PI) of

several federally funded studies, including the Young Mountaineer Health

Study funded by NIAAA, and the Integrated Community Engagement (ICE)

Collaborative funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

via the West Virginia Prevention Research Center. During the last 15 years Dr.

Kristjansson has published over 90 peer-reviewed manuscripts in scholarly

journals within public health, health education, preventive medicine and

multidisciplinary journals focused on adolescent health and health behaviors. 



Ellen Rodrigues, Ph.D., Interim Director is a Service Assistant Professor at

West Virginia University. She serves as the Interim Director of the LGBTQ+

Center and teaches a Women’s and Gender course focused on LGBTQ+

Perspectives. She is responsible for advancing the Center’s commitment to

diversity and inclusivity. Through strategic partnerships, outreach initiatives

and student engagement, Rodrigues implements advocacy efforts while

overseeing programs and training that address the inclusion of queer, trans,

gender nonbinary and all sexual orientations at WVU. For two years as

assistant director of the LGBTQ+ Center, Rodrigues was responsible for

implementing gender-inclusive practices, including providing nearly 35

safe zone trainings to more than 1,000 individuals each academic year. She

also served as the faculty advisor for the minor in LGBTQ+ studies and as

the supervisor of the Center’s student ambassadors. Before serving in this

capacity, Ellen served the WVU community as a Diversity & AA/EO

Specialist, and previously as a Sociology instructor at WVUP. Rodrigues is a

WVU alumna and holds a Ph.D. in Political Science. Currently she is the

Principal Investigator on a project to document Morgantown’s Queer

History. Rodrigues was also recently awarded a grant to implement a peer

education program on gender inclusive & anti-racist practices.

Dr. Alyssa Mick is in her 4th year as Principal of Oak Glen Middle School in

Hancock County, WV. Prior to this position, she served six years as an assistant

principal, and nine years as a high school English teacher. Dr. Mick is a National

Board Certified Teacher in English Language Arts/Adolescence and Young

Adulthood. She earned her Bachelor of Science degree at West Virginia

University. She also possesses a Master of Arts degree in Education

Administration and a Master of Science degree in Education from Franciscan

University of Steubenville and a doctorate degree from Robert Morris University in

Instructional Management and Leadership where her dissertation focused on

readiness factors for restorative justice.



Mary LeCloux is an assistant professor and director of the Master’s program

in the School of Social Work at WVU. She has over 15 years of clinical

experience as a licensed social worker, with a specialty in suicide risk

assessment and treatment. Her current and past research projects have

focused on suicide risk screening in rural primary care, family factors that

influence adolescent suicide risk, and provider training on the topic of suicide

risk assessment and treatment. These include a project currently funded by

the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, which is exploring the

impacts of suicide, opioid, and pain screening in two rural primary care sites

in West Virginia.  

Marisa Scott-Barnes, B.A. is currently the Project Coordinator for the

Community Impact Coalition at Youth Services System, Inc. Prevention

Department. She is a recent graduate of West Liberty University in

December 2019 with a B.A. in Community Education Disabilities Services.

Though Marisa’s experience in prevention is a short 18 months, her strong

advocating for Mental Health awareness and services shows her motivation

for helping those with substance use disorders.

Micah Gregory has been working with public health programs, non-profit

management and research projects since 2010. He holds a degree in Nursing

from the Instituto Esperança do Ensino Superior in Brazil and is finishing his

Masters in Social Work at West Virginia University. He has previously worked

with global health programs for the Pittsburgh based non-profit Amizade as

their Brazil Site Director. He currently works at the West Virginia Prevention

Research Center as a project coordinator in program evaluation with a focus

on tobacco cessation and chronic disease reduction. 



Emily Chilko, MSW, LICSW, AADC, CTTS Emily Chilko has dedicate her life to

serving the state of West Virginia amidst the third wave opioid epidemic, which

has unsurprisingly led Emily to her career as an addiction counselor and

educator. Prior to enrolling in WVU’s MSW program in 2011, Emily worked as a

counselor in a residential treatment setting for at-risk youth, and in a short-term

detox and crisis stabilization facility. In 2013, Emily completed her MSW, and has

since worked as a full-time clinician for WVU Medicine. She has worked in

various clinical roles at WVU Medicine. She has provided Screening, Brief

Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) services to patients admitted to

Ruby Memorial Hospital. She has provided individual, group, and family therapy

to families enrolled in Monongalia County’s Juvenile Drug Court (JDC). She has

provided individual and group therapy to individuals enrolled in the

Comprehensive Opioid Addiction Treatment (COAT) program and the

Addictions Intensive Outpatient treatment program. She has provided group

therapy addiction treatment services via telemedicine to consumers in the

southern coalfields region of West Virginia. She has provided individual and

family therapy in the PREVENT clinic, which serves adolescents with early signs

of Substance Use Disorder. In 2016, Emily obtained her independent clinical

social work license (LICSW). In 2020, Emily obtained her Advanced Alcohol and

Drug Counselor (AADC) certification. Emily began teaching MSW students in

2015 for the WVU School of Social Work. She has taught courses relating to

substance use disorder, direct practice, and social justice. Emily also teaches

undergraduates pursuing an Addiction Studies minor for the WVU College of

Education and Human Services.

Gabrielle Marshall is a youth advocate in Wheeling, West Virginia, leading youth

lead prevention through trauma-informed play. Gabrielle co-found her

organization, The Fun-Raiser Urban Mobile Play-Ground with her fellow

neighborhood kids when she was 15, which aims to use free, creative,

recreational play and youth empowerment to prevent opioid use in the region.

Today, she is the Youth Coordinator for the program and works with a large team

of fellow youth to help impact the lives of over 3,000 children in West Virginia. 



Julie Gomez is the Executive Director at the National Alliance on Mental Illness

(NAMI) Greater Wheeling. Julie started working with NAMI Greater Wheeling in

2017 as the Director of Operations and took on the Executive Director role in

March 2020. In her work at NAMI, Julie is responsible for leading the

organization in its work on mental health outreach, education, advocacy, and

support for both individuals and families.  Prior to NAMI, Julie worked in the

healthcare industry for nearly 15 years. Beginning her career as a manager at a

small family health center in Trenton, New Jersey, moving on to a larger health

care facility outside of Oakland, California as a director, and finally ending up in

San Diego, California as a Senior Director of Operations at a large community-

based health care organization.  Julie has her bachelor’s degree in Social Work

from Xavier University and her master’s degree in Public Policy from The Ohio

State University. Julie is also certified as an instructor in Adult, Youth and Teen

Mental Health First Aid.

Tammy L. Collins, Ph.D., Ohio Certified Prevention Consultant, has more than

25 years of experience in translating research into practice and policy in the fields

of substance use disorders, mental health, justice and education. She currently

conducts applied research as Lead Evaluator for Marshall University Center of

Excellence for Recovery and an evaluation consultant for projects in Union and

Montgomery Counties in Ohio. Her doctorate of philosophy in human

development and family science with a cognate area of adolescent behavioral

health risk and protective factors was earned from The Ohio State University. She

holds a Master of Arts in counseling and Bachelor of Arts in journalism/public

relations from Marshall University. Dr. Collins has led administrative and applied

research teams at Ohio and WV state agencies including being Deputy Director

at the Ohio Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services, Senior Research

Analyst at the WV Supreme Court of Appeals and Policy and Planning

Coordinator at WV Division of Criminal Justice Services; as well as leading

research and evaluation teams at The Ohio State University and Marshall

University. Dr. Collins has served as a subject matter expert for national, state and

local prevention, youth and community development and applied research

projects.


