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Michigan Community Action
Member Agencies
Baraga-Houghton-Keweenaw Community Action Agency (Houghton) 

Blue Water Community Action (Port Huron)

Capital Area Community Services, Inc. (Lansing)

Chippewa-Luce-Mackinac Community Action Agency (Sault Ste. Marie) 

Community Action (Battle Creek)

Community Action Agency (Jackson)

Community Action Alger-Marquette (Marquette)

Community Action of Allegan County (Allegan)

Dickinson Iron Community Services (Iron Mountain)

EightCAP, Inc. (Greenville)

FiveCAP, Inc. (Scottville)

Genesee County Community Action Resource Department (Flint) 

Gogebic-Ontonagon Community Action Agency (Bessemer)

Human Development Commission (Caro)

Kent County Community Action (Grand Rapids)

Macomb Community Action (Clinton Township)

Menominee-Delta-Schoolcraft Community Action Agency (Escanaba) 

Mid Michigan Community Action Agency (Farwell)

Monroe County Opportunity Program (Monroe)

Muskegon-Oceana Community Action Partnership (Muskegon) 

Northeast Michigan Community Service Agency, Inc. (Alpena) 

Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency (Traverse City)

Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency (Pontiac)

Ottawa County Community Action Agency (Holland)

Saginaw County Community Action Center (Saginaw)

Southwest Michigan Community Action Agency (Benton Harbor) 

Washtenaw Co. Office of Community & Economic Development (Ypsilanti) 

Wayne Metropolitan Community Action Agency (Detroit)
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8:30-9:00 Gather at the Capitol Affairs, Inc. office. 117 
East Allegan, Suite 200 Lansing, MI, 48933 
(between Washington and Grand Ave.). To 
pick up handouts and talking points.

9:00 - 11:45 Legislative Visits

1:00 - 1:05 Welcome Remarks

1:05 - 1:15 Remarks from Shamayim ‘Mama Shu’ Harris, 
Founder and CEO of Avalon House and 
Commissioner on Michigan Community 
Action and Economic Opportunity. 

1:15 - 1:25 Remarks from Justin Hodges, Washtenaw 
County Commissioner and Chair of the 
Commission on Michigan Community Action 
and Economic Opportunity.

1:25 -2:00 Presentation of the Community Action 
Awards

Networking in the West Corridor

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS



Keynote Speakers
Shamayim ‘Mama Shu’ Harris is a mother, a 
community activist, President of the Highland Park 
Board of Education, an appointed Commissioner to 
the Michigan Commission on Community Action 
and Economic Opportunity, and the founder and 
CEO of Avalon Village in Highland Park. She and 
her team are building a self-sustaining eco-village, 
inspired by the memory of her sons, Jakobi RA, who 
was killed at the age of two by a hit and run driver 
in 2007, and by the recent murder of her 23 year 

old son, Chinyelu. Rather than fall into despair, Shu chose to heal and honor 
the memory of her sons by transforming blight to beauty and uplifting her 
community. 

Avalon Village encompasses about 40 properties along Avalon Street between 
Woodward and Second and is actively being built with a green infrastructure. 
The village is home to the city’s first residential solar street light (and several 
others now up and running on the block). Key features also include Jakobi 
RA Park, the Goddess Marketplace - an economic development initiative for 
women entrepreneurs, an after-school Homework House (due to open this fall), 
a STEM Lab housed in a shipping container structure, and many other exciting 
future plans. Mama Shu’s inspiring story has been featured on The Ellen Show, 
in People Magazine, on NBC Nightly News, CBS Evening News, PBS RoadTrip 
Nation, and countless other national and local media outlets. Learn more at 
theavalonvillage.org

Justin D. Hodge, of Ypsilanti, is a county commissioner 
for Washtenaw County and a clinical assistant 
professor of social work at the University of Michigan. 
He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and 
Asian Studies and a Master of Social Work from the 
University of Michigan. The Governor has designated 
Commissioner Hodge to serve as Chair of the 
Commission on Community Action and Economic 
Opportunity for a term commencing April 26, 2022 
and expiring at the pleasure of the Governor. 

The Commission on Community Action and Economic Opportunity was 
created to provide opportunity for low-income persons to actively participate 
in the development of policies and programs to reduce poverty and serves as a 
statewide forum to address the needs and concerns of low-income people in the 
state of Michigan.   

http://theavalonvillage.org 


2022 Community Action Award 
Winners

Robert Kimble

Lear Coportation, 
Farwell Plant 
Employees

Sharon McCaughrin

Marletta Seats

James Solak

Clients
Mark Barrett

Linda Inkpen

Austin Teel

Shakenda Williams

Nominated by: Northeast Michigan Community Service 
Agency

Nominated by: Capital Area Community Services, Inc.

Nominated by: Community Action

Nominated by: Wayne Metropolitan Community Action 

Agency

Nominated by: Kent County Community Action

Nominated by: Mid Michigan Community Action Agency

Nominated by: Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency 

Nominated by: Southwest MI Community Action Agency 

Nominated by: EightCAP, Inc.

Volunteers

Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies 
the spirit of hope, improves communities, and makes 

America a better place to live. We care about the entire 
community, and we are dedicated to helping people 

help themselves and each other.

The Promise of Community Action

2022
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2022 Community Action Awards: 
Clients

Mark Barrett
Nominated by Northeast Michigan Community Service Agency

Struggling through a recent divorce, Mark Barrett found himself homeless, unsure 
of what to do. His minivan being his only source of protection, he parked on a 
friend’s property while all of his worldly possessions were stashed at a separate 
location. Five months into his homeless situation a friend suggested that Mark 
contact NEMCSA for some help. NEMCSA staff were able to help Mark obtain  
temporary rental housing. Once he was selected for the Housing Choice Voucher, 
NEMCSA staff and his housing agent worked together to assist him to find an 
apartment so that he could relocate to a permanent rental. Mark is now housed 
in a stable situation with the long-term subsidy assistance of the Housing Choice 
Voucher in an apartment. Because Mark is in a great place financially and no 
longer has to worry about a place to live, he wants to give back to the agency that 
helped him go from crisis to stability by volunteering at NEMCSA, showing thanks 
for the assistance he received from NEMCSA’s Homeless and Prevention Services 
program.

Linda Inkpen
Nominated by Capital Area Community Services, Inc.

Linda had fallen behind in her property taxes, due to some bad advice received 
when she bought her home and was facing foreclosure with Ingham County. 
Linda reached out to the Ingham County Treasurer’s Office for assistance and was 
referred to Capital Area Community Services and their Financial Literacy Program 
for property tax foreclosure counseling. Reaching out was very difficult to do but by 
asking for help, she was able to access the counseling program where she received 
individualized support and found new ways to build herself back to self-sufficiency. 
Through determination and support from Capital Area Community Services, Linda 
was able to overcome setbacks in her journey, learn from challenges, and begin 
looking forward with hope.



Austin Teel
Nominated by Community Action

After being in Ohio for a few years, Austin moved back to Albion and enrolled his 
son in the Head Start program after hearing about Community Action from another 
parent. Austin accessed needed services for his son Ezra from Head Start and with 
the support of Head Start staff he was able to establish a doctor and dentist for Ezra. 
Austin has found a full time job and is successfully navigating his role as a single 
father. Austin loves the Head Start program and said ‘ without the staff of Head 
Start, I don’t know where me and my son would be’.

Shakenda Williams
Nominated by Wayne Metropolitan Community Action Agency

Shakenda is a mother of four children who left her job at Henry Ford Hospital at the 
start of the pandemic in 2020 due to childcare and schooling arrangements and her 
car broke down shortly after that. Shakenda used stimulus funds to pay her rent but 
eventually fell behind on utility payments. She struggled to find financial assistance 
to help her catch up on bills because she was unemployed due to the challenges 
of the pandemic. She heard about the COVID Rental Assistance program (CERA) 
on the news and was initially apprehensive about the assistance she would receive. 
However, Shakenda fell further behind on her utilities and eventually did not have 
the financial stability to afford future rent payments, prompting her to apply for the 
CERA program and seek help for her family. Shakenda was approved for the CERA 
program and received aid to cover her past rent, back utilities, and three months of 
future rent. 

Wayne Metro provided her with their whole-family approach wrap-around services 
and she was able to receive additional funds towards her past due to gas and water 
bills, in addition to much-needed assistance with child care. At the beginning of 
August 2021, Shakenda was able to return to work at Henry Ford Hospital. She 
presented her story and the significance of the CERA program at the MSHDA 
DTE DPTV Housing & Assistance Fair in August 2021. At the end of 2021, Shakenda 
received the Client of the Year award from Wayne Metropolitan Community Action 
Agency.

2022 Community Action Awards: 
Clients
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Jim Solak
Nominated by EightCAP, Inc.

Jim Solak has been an AmeriCorps Seniors Foster Grandparent volunteer since 
2018 where he serves 28 hours a week as a supportive mentor for preschool 
children in Head Start classrooms. Each day, “Grandpa Jim” comes to the 
classroom and provides kind and gentle encouragement for 16 children to be 
successful in social and school readiness skills. Included below are excerpts from 
stories from the Head Start teachers and staff who felt it was important to share 
how Grandpa Jim has affected change in the Head Start classes through his 
service.

“His passion for the classroom and the kids was amazing to watch. The kids 
wanted all his attention. It was wonderful to watch the boys gravitate to Grandpa 

Jim and have a positive male role model to teach them new things.”

“He brought so much love and joy to the classroom, by telling jokes with the 
children, bringing his dogs in to celebrate our pet study, to even flying wooden 

airplanes with them. He always had the children’s best interest at heart and 
worked hard to build a solid relationship with them.” 

“Grandpa Jim was a huge asset to the Crystal Head Start. He was very kind and 
thoughtful with the children... I am so grateful that Grandpa Jim dedicates his 

time to the children, we love and appreciate him.”

“Jim always put the needs of others before his own, helping children when they 
ask for help, and resourceful to staff when needed. Jim has a lot of hobbies and 

enjoys sharing those hobbies with the children in the class, the kids love learning 
new things about Jim. He make’s each day a little brighter for the children and for 

the staff.”

“Jim doesn’t actually realize the magic he imparts upon all who interact with 
him. He would argue that he has received much more from his volunteer 

experiences than he gives. The AmeriCorps Seniors Foster Grandparent Program 
has offered Jim a chance to share his gifts with the world in his retirement and 
make a difference to the lives of the children he unconditionally loves and cares 
for. Grandpa Jim’s mark on this world through his service will span generations 

because of the time has chosen to invest in his community.”

2022 Community Action Awards: 
Volunteers
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Sharon McCaughrin, President and COO for Big Family of Michigan 
Nominated by Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency

Sharon has volunteered with OLHSA’s Grandparents Raising Grandchildren (Kinship 
Care) program multiple times over the past several years helping to meet specific 
client needs to aid them against poverty. Under her direction, and that of her 
predecessor, the late John Iras, Big Family of Michigan yearly provides holiday gifts 
and back to school supplies to all minor children in OLHSA’s Kinship Care program 
no matter the kinship caregiving status, age of caregiver, or length of participation 
in agency program. Over 120 families each year benefit from the partnership we 
have with Sharon and Big Family of Michigan. When clients face challenges outside 
of the scope of our program, like a grandmother who needed to replace a broken 
and unsafe desk chair for her grandson while he was attending school remotely 
during the pandemic. Sharon and her team were not only able to find her a suitable 
chair, but delivered it to her house along with other items to help the boy while 
learning online. Measures made by organizations like Big Family of Michigan and 
people like Sharon McCaughrin to improve the lives of both older adults and young 
children have made a remarkable difference in our program and our participants.

2022 Community Action Awards: 
Volunteers

Marletta Seats
Nominated by Southwest MI Community Action Agency

For over a decade, Marletta has been an active volunteer of SMCAA. She offers 
monthly food commodities to the residents of the City of Benton Harbor through 
SMCAA’s Commodity Supplemental Food Program, and special commodities 
through The Emergency Food Assistance Program. These commodities are offered 
in the heart of the city at her church, Abundant Life C.O.G.I.C., where her son, 
Duane, serves as pastor. Marletta also recruits volunteers through her church to 
serve at the SMCAA warehouse and pack commodity boxes regularly throughout 
the year. Marletta and her recruits have been reliable volunteers during their years 
of partnering with Community Action to assist with food insecurities throughout 
the community. Even the coronavirus pandemic in 2020 did not stop Marletta’s 
drive to help her community; she continued to offer commodities at the church 
every month in partnership with SMCAA. In 2021, Marletta stepped up to assist 
Community Action when elevated lead levels were discovered in the City of Benton 
Harbor’s water supply. Abundant Life was the first faith-based community partner 
to sign up as a host site for bottled water distribution. Marletta’s continued care and 
dedication to her community is greatly appreciated.



2022 Community Action Awards: 
Volunteers

Lear Corporation Farwell Plant Employees
Nominated by Mid Michigan Community Action Agency

The employees of Lear Corporation in Farwell have generously helped the families 
enrolled at the Coleman Early Head Start with food boxes at Easter, Thanksgiving, 
and Christmas for the past two years. Each family received a dinner box with 
everything needed for the holiday dinner and at Christmas each family also received 
gifts for the children enrolled and their siblings. The employees of Lear dedicate their 
own time and money to purchase the items needed and prepare them for delivery 
to the families. Some families have shared that if it wasn’t for the generosity of the 
employees at Lear, they would not have a holiday meal and greatly appreciate the 
care and support shown for the community.

Robert Kimble
Nominated by Kent County Community Action

For the past 4-1/2 years Robert has faithfully volunteered in our monthly 
Commodities Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) The Emergency Food Assistance 
Program (TEFAP) distributions, and he assisted many times with conducting 
client surveys. Robert began working for Community Action in 1979 as a Head 
Start program driver. He did not stop there; he was promoted to working as an 
information and referral assistance worker covering the front desk. From there, 
Robert provided self-stabilization services to the residents of Kent County in various 
program and services offered by the Community Action Agency in Kent County 
AKA Kent CAP, Kent GR CAP and ACSET. Robert even assisted in the Weatherization 
Assistance Program (WAP) and was an inspector. Robert was a knowledgeable 
source of information for his customers and co-workers. He did not consider any 
task to be beneath him and would grab a broom or vacuum if needed. 

Robert retired from our agency just prior to our transition with Kent County in 
October of 2017. Many former employees have stated they would come back to 
volunteer after they retired. Robert not only made that statement, but has followed 
through with it on a consistent basis, even willing to come during the pandemic. 
If you were to look up dedicated volunteer in the dictionary, Robert’s name and 
picture would be there. We love and appreciate all our volunteers, but Robert stands 
out among the rest. If we ever need help, we know we can call on Robert, he does 
not hesitate to help in any way he can. 



Address Phone Website

2173 Commons Parkway

Okemos, MI 48864

(517) 321 - 7500 micommunityaction.org
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