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Hello Fellow Optimist
My name is Edward Solorzano, your Governor Elect for 2019 to 2020. 
Please call me Eddie as all my friends do.
Here is a little about me. I was born in Ecuador and moved to New 
York with my parents in 1970 where I grew up. After graduating from 
High School, I entered the US Army for the next 4 years. Upon exiting 
the service I went back to New York, then Florida and last to California 
Where I met my wife Darla, while she was on leave from the Army. We 
were married in 1986. We moved to Florida and lived there for 9 years 
near my family. In 1994 we relocated to Idaho after visiting in 1992. We 
fell in love with the area and Darla also has family in Boise. 
My hobbies and favorite pastimes are getting together every summer 
with our extended family in the mountains where we park our RV for 
the summer. We enjoy recreating on the lake and trail riding our ATV’s 
and in the winter months, we like to snowmobile.
And now let me see.....I have been a member of the Meridian Optimist 
Club since October 2009. I have the honor of serving as club president 
for four terms and in the District I have served as Lt. Governor once 
before and now this term 2019 to 2020.
I remember going to my first District meeting 10 years ago, it was an 
awesome experience. The people I met were so motivated to make 
sure I had a good time and that I met everyone and new of the good 
works their clubs did.
Today the meetings are less than that and the attendance is poor. I 
would like to find a way to get us back there 10 years ago when the 
attendance was over a 100 and the meeting was actually a celebration 
of the accomplishments of the clubs and their volunteers.
I accepted the opportunity to run for Governor because I believe in 
what the Optimist stand for and to keep the District moving forward. 
With your help we can continue to grow our membership and build 
new clubs, while continuously improving our District. I will be relying 
on all of you to offer your thoughts and suggestions  to help me reach 
my goals. We can be great again together.
Until we meet I wish you all a successful year and look forward to see-
ing you in October at the next District meeting.
Yours truly
Eddie Solorzano
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Dear DFRs and CFRs,Dear DFRs and CFRs,

It is with great excitement that I introduce you to my first edition of It is with great excitement that I introduce you to my first edition of FOMOFOMO—a monthly newsletter that will keep you —a monthly newsletter that will keep you 
informed, engaged, and ready to take on the opportunities ahead. But first, let me share with you the theme that will informed, engaged, and ready to take on the opportunities ahead. But first, let me share with you the theme that will 
guide our work this year: “guide our work this year: “Beyond Words: Where Every Child’s Voice Matters.Beyond Words: Where Every Child’s Voice Matters.” This theme captures the heart of what ” This theme captures the heart of what 
we do as a Foundation: creating meaningful impact that reaches far beyond what can be simply stated. It’s about action, we do as a Foundation: creating meaningful impact that reaches far beyond what can be simply stated. It’s about action, 
dedication, and making a tangible difference in the lives of young people.dedication, and making a tangible difference in the lives of young people.

Why FOMO?Why FOMO?
You may be wondering why I chose the acronym You may be wondering why I chose the acronym FOMOFOMO for this newsletter. Traditionally, FOMO stands for “Fear of  for this newsletter. Traditionally, FOMO stands for “Fear of 
Missing Out,” a feeling we all know when we think we’re missing something important. For our Foundation, FOMO takes Missing Out,” a feeling we all know when we think we’re missing something important. For our Foundation, FOMO takes 
on a new meaning—it’s about making sure you don’t miss out on key opportunities to make a difference. As District and on a new meaning—it’s about making sure you don’t miss out on key opportunities to make a difference. As District and 
Club Foundation Representatives, you play an integral role in promoting our programs, driving fundraising efforts, and Club Foundation Representatives, you play an integral role in promoting our programs, driving fundraising efforts, and 
connecting Members to the Mission. I want to make sure you are always in the loop, always equipped with the tools, and connecting Members to the Mission. I want to make sure you are always in the loop, always equipped with the tools, and 
always confident in what’s next.always confident in what’s next.
Through Through Foundation Opportunities and Member OutreachFoundation Opportunities and Member Outreach, this newsletter will serve as a one-stop resource for , this newsletter will serve as a one-stop resource for 
everything you need to succeed in your role—whether it’s upcoming initiatives, grant information, scholarships, or new everything you need to succeed in your role—whether it’s upcoming initiatives, grant information, scholarships, or new 
ways to engage members. This isn’t just about passing along information; it’s about empowering you to be the best ways to engage members. This isn’t just about passing along information; it’s about empowering you to be the best 
advocate for our Foundation that you can be.advocate for our Foundation that you can be.

What You Can Expect Each MonthWhat You Can Expect Each Month
Each issue of FOMO will provide:Each issue of FOMO will provide:

•	•	 Key Updates & Opportunities: Key Updates & Opportunities: Important deadlines, events, and initiatives that will help you maximize your impact.Important deadlines, events, and initiatives that will help you maximize your impact.
•	•	 Resources & Best Practices: Resources & Best Practices: Tools and strategies to help you promote Foundation programs within your Clubs and Districts.Tools and strategies to help you promote Foundation programs within your Clubs and Districts.
•	•	 Member Engagement Ideas: Member Engagement Ideas: Creative ways to connect Members with our Mission, whether through fundraising, volunteer Creative ways to connect Members with our Mission, whether through fundraising, volunteer 

work, or program participationwork, or program participation
•	•	 Spotlight on Success:Spotlight on Success: Highlights of what other DFRs and CFRs are doing across the country to inspire and motivate you. Highlights of what other DFRs and CFRs are doing across the country to inspire and motivate you.

Why This MattersWhy This Matters
I’m committed to making this newsletter a resource that will matter to you and the important work you do. My goal is I’m committed to making this newsletter a resource that will matter to you and the important work you do. My goal is 
to ensure that, as representatives of the Foundation, you never feel disconnected from the larger mission or unsure of to ensure that, as representatives of the Foundation, you never feel disconnected from the larger mission or unsure of 
where to focus your efforts. FOMO is designed to keep you informed and excited, so you can pass that enthusiasm on where to focus your efforts. FOMO is designed to keep you informed and excited, so you can pass that enthusiasm on 
to your Members and help the Foundation thrive in new ways.to your Members and help the Foundation thrive in new ways.
Thank you for your ongoing dedication to our Foundation and for believing in the potential of every child we serve. I look Thank you for your ongoing dedication to our Foundation and for believing in the potential of every child we serve. I look 
forward to embarking on this journey together, where we’ll ensure that no voice is left unheard and no opportunity is missed. forward to embarking on this journey together, where we’ll ensure that no voice is left unheard and no opportunity is missed. 
  
	 With Optimism and Appreciation,	 With Optimism and Appreciation,

	 Ben DeRemer	 Ben DeRemer
	 2024-2025 President	 2024-2025 President
	 Optimist International Foundation	 Optimist International Foundation


