
F & S Building Innovations sponsors 

development of Build Smart Institute 

 

The Construction Industry has struggled to reach its full potential in recent decades due to many 

workers vacating the industry following the last recession.  A severe decline in resources followed 

closely behind.  After finding a new career course during the recession period most did not return to 

the industry. The Construction Industry has been stigmatized for decades. Of equal or more 

significance has been the broad push for young people to obtain 4 year college degrees, leaving 

many under employed and often times misplaced. Concurrently, the Construction Industry has been 

unable to attract young workers to create sustainable succession for the Industry.  

The F & S Building Innovations Leadership Team has long recognized the importance, value and 

significance of contributing to the success and prosperity of the local community and its members. 

To take that a step further, F & S Building Innovations realizes the importance and significance of the 

construction industry in our local, regional and national economies. 

In conjunction with its many efforts to “give back”, F&S Building Innovations is now taking deliberate 

steps to foster sustainability and succession within our local, regional and national Construction 

Industry.  This initiative has formalized as the Build Smart Institute 

The Build Smart Institute will be a non-profit Construction Education Facility that will be licensed by 

the Home Builders Institute (HBI). HBI is affiliated with the National Association of Home Builders 

(NAHB). F & S has two current employees that have recently been certified as HBI Certified PACT 

Instructors. The HBI PACT program is a Pre-Apprenticeship Certificate Training Program which 

consists of several instructional modules and the respective curriculum ranging from entry level 

programs through specialized construction trade programs, in which the students can obtain 

nationally recognized certificates. The Build Smart Institute will also continue to develop and deliver 

curriculum in a variety of construction specialized programs as well as Construction Management 

curriculum and instructional programs. Although the primary objective of Build Smart Institute will be 

to educate, train and place career-ready candidates into functioning construction trade positions, the 

programs and opportunities that will be put forward by Build Smart Institute will also include 

Construction Industry career exploration workshops for 5
th

 through 7
th

 graders, PACT programs for 

8
th

 graders, PACT and specialized programs for apprentices and adult learners. 

F & S Building Innovations has been in the process of research, development and formation of the 

Build Smart Institute throughout 2019 and is planning to open its doors for instruction within the 

first half of 2020. 



F&S Building Innovations, which was formed in the 70’s by Owner Gary Feazell, has become one of 

the leaders in the forefront of Commercial and Residential Renovations in the Roanoke Valley and 

surrounding areas. F&S Building Innovations’ Commercial Division has a heavy presence in the 

healthcare and large commercial arena with ongoing contracts with major grocery store chains, 

convenience store chains, local universities and hospitals. The Residential Division specializes in 

custom renovations ranging from a simple new decks to full home revitalization of kitchens, baths, 

sunrooms and additions. The Home Division has recently expanded from its specialization in custom 

homes to multi-unit townhomes and development homes. 

F&S Building Innovations strongly values the communities in which it works and strives to connect 

and support those communities in a variety of ways through giving back of time, donations, and 

direct participation in community, charity and non-profit events. Giving back is an inherent part of 

the F&S culture.  One of the primary goals of the F&S Building Innovations Team and Build Smart 

Institute is to improve and contribute to the Construction Industry as a whole- benefitting the 

community, local & regional contracting companies …and the students that are willing to take the 

opportunity to learn a trade that will always be needed.  

 

 

 


