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TO: Oregon Environmental Quality Commission 
Kathleen George, Chair 
Sam Baraso, Vice-Chair 
Greg Addington 
Molly Kile 
Wade Mosby 

cc: Stephanie Caldera, the commission’s assistant: Caldera.Stephanie@deq.state.or.us 

RE: Petition to Adopt Rules Regarding Indirect Sources of Air Pollution 
  
VERSION 1 
 
[Name of Organization] supports the effort underway to ask Oregon to exercise existing authority to 
promulgate an effective indirect source rule to control diesel emissions from otherwise unregulated and 
inadequately regulated pollution sources in our state. We urge the Environmental Quality Commission 
to vote yes: direct Oregon’s Department of Environmental Quality to commence the Indirect Source 
Rulemaking to control diesel emissions. 
 
VERSION  2 
 
In areas of high population concentration in Oregon, such as the Portland metropolitan area, pollution 
from diesel-fueled vehicles and engines presents a significant risk to public health and causes 
temperature increases that contribute to global climate change. In fact, 23 of 36 counties exceed the state 
health benchmark for diesel pollution, and are estimated to cause: 400+ premature deaths, 140+ non-fatal heart 
attacks, and 25,000+ lost work days, with an aggregate cost of $3.6 Billion dollars annually. 
 
But the trucks you see on the highway aren’t all that we should be worrying about. Instead, off-road sources such 
as equipment used at construction sites, marine terminals and rail yards are responsible for as much as 65% of 
diesel emissions in our urban centers in Oregon.  
 
As a result of the federal Clean Air Act’s preemption provisions, Oregon’s authority to directly regulate 
emissions from both new and existing nonroad vehicles and engines, such as off-road construction 
equipment, is limited.  States, however, are not restricted from adopting indirect source rules that 
regulate the aggregate emissions produced by on-road or nonroad mobile sources within the boundaries 
of an indirect source. An indirect source is a physical location that attracts or may attract mobile sources 
of air pollution. Buildings, parking lots, construction sites, highways, ports, and rail yards are all 
examples of indirect sources of air pollution. In other words, indirect source rules regulate the aggregate 
emissions produced by mobile sources within an indirect source’s boundaries, without directly 
regulating the emissions from individual vehicles and engines.  
 
We therefore support the effort underway to ask Oregon to exercise existing authority to promulgate an 
effective indirect source rule to control diesel emissions from otherwise unregulated and inadequately 
regulated pollution sources in our state. We urge the Environmental Quality Commission to vote yes: 
direct Oregon’s Department of Environmental Quality to commence the Indirect Source Rulemaking to 
control diesel emissions. 


