
Worship with Communion - 6th Sunday of Easter 
Worship at home live by video or phone, or on your own schedule. 
VIDEO: View & interact on any device live at 10AM on May 17 

(facebook.com/sjecmanitowoc/videos) 
AUDIO: Listen by phone live at 10AM on May 17 

(call 1-312-626-6799 & enter Meeting ID 342 570 232 & Password 0 [zero]) 
Everybody is invited to read/pray/sing at the appropriate times during Worship.  
We’re keeping all phones muted throughout Worship so everybody can hear. 

 
Welcome! We’re glad that you chose to worship with us today!                 Amma Diane 
 
♪   God’s Holy Ways are Just and True 
 

God’s holy ways are just and true, God’s promises are ever new. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Let ev’ry heart with praises sing, and make this house with voices ring: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Bring back to mind God’s grace and love; our needs provided from above. Alleluia, alleluia! 
God kept his word and Jesus came to make a people in God’s name. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Tell once again the deeds of old, the story of our mighty God. Alleluia, Alleluia!  
For all God’s glorious works and ways, we shall rejoice through endless days. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Words:  Psalm 111; para Barbara Woolett, c 1984.  ©1990 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.       Music:  LASST UNS ERFREUEN, 1623. 
 
Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 

All  Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

All AMEN! Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. AMEN! 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 

All  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass 
our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 
things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 
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desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

 

All  AMEN!  
 
First Lesson                            Acts 17. 22-31 
 

Reader 1 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are 
in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 
found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, 
he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals 
life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they 
would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are 
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human 
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 
on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”. 

 

Reader 1  The Word of the Lord. 
 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Unison Reading                                                Psalm 66.7-18 
 

All Bless our God, you peoples; make the voice of God’s praise to be heard; who holds 
our souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip. For you, O God, have proved us; 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. You brought us into the snare; you laid 
heavy burdens upon our backs. You let enemies ride over our heads; we went 
through fire and water; but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. I will 
enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, which I promised 
with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. I will offer you 
sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; I will give you oxen and goats. 
Come and listen, all you who fear God, and I will tell you what the Lord has done 
for me, the One to whom I called out with my mouth and whose praise was on my 
tongue. If I had found evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; But in 
truth God has heard me and has attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be 
God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld steadfast love from me. 
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Gospel                     John 14. 15-21 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you 
orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon            Amma Diane 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

Celebrant Let us join in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  AMEN! 

 

Prayers of the People 
 

Reader 2  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. For all people in their daily life and work; 
All For our families, friends, & neighbors, & for those who are alone. 
 

Reader 2 For this community, the nation, and the world; 
All For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
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Reader 2  For the just and proper use of your creation; 
All For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

Reader 2  For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
All For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, & the needy. 
 

Reader 2 For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
All For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

Reader 2 For the entire Body of Christ, near and far. 
All For all who serve God and God's Church. 
 

Reader 2  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Hear us, Lord; 
All For your mercy is great. 
 

Reader 2  We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We will exalt you, O God our King; 
All And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

Reader 2  We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

All Who put their trust in you. 
 

Reader 2 We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name.  AMEN! 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

 

All  AMEN! 
 

Celebration of Amma Diane’s Ordination Anniversary 
Reader 1  At this time we will celebrate The Rev Diane Murray's 11th anniversary of ordination to the 

priesthood.  Amma Diane was ordained on May 23, 2009, at the Episcopal Cathedral of St 
Paul in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin and was called to be our Rector several months later. 
Diane also ministered as an ordained Deacon in our Diocese for over a decade prior to 
becoming a priest.  Let us pray. 

 

All Almighty God, we thank you for raising up among us faithful servants for the ministry of 
your Word and Sacraments.  We pray that Diane may be to us and to others an 
effective example in word and action, in love and patience, and in holiness of life.  
Grant that we, with her, may serve you now, and always rejoice in your glory; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  AMEN! 
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Reader 2 You, Diane, our Rector, our Priest, came from among us to be for us one who serves.  We thank 
you for ministering Christ to us and for helping us minister Christ to each other and to the world. 

 

All We are grateful for the many gifts you bring to our community: for drawing us together in 
worship, for comforting us in sickness, for showing us compassion, for blessing our 
relationships, for baptizing our children, for confirming us in our calling, for supporting us 
in bereavement, for helping us grow in faith, for helping the whole community realize 
God’s presence among us. For our part, we pray that we may always be attentive to your 
needs and never take you or others for granted.  You, like us, need friendship and love, 
welcome and a sense of belonging, kind words and acts of thoughtfulness. 

 

Reader 2 Sisters and brothers in Christ, let us join our hearts together in prayer for Diane. 
 

All Almighty God, we ask you to bless Diane, and to confirm her in her calling.  Give 
her the gifts she needs to respond with generosity and a joyful heart.  We offer 
these prayers for Diane, our sister and friend.  AMEN! 

 

Passing the Peace 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Invitation to Communion       from the Iona Community, Scotland 

Celebrant The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table of company with Jesus, 
and all who love him.  It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus 
identified himself.  It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became 
incarnate.  So come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have 
more; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who 
have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come. 

 

♪   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

 

Come, almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

Words:  Charles Wesley, 1747.     Music:  HYFRYDOL, Rowland H Prichard, 1830. 
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Offering Our Gifts          Gifts may be mailed to the church or sent through your bank. There are also online 
giving options on our web site at mysjec.com/donate . Thank you for your support! Our special offering in May 
goes to Painting Pathways Clubhouse—please label gifts accordingly. 
 

Celebrant Inspire us to always share your love through action, O God: 
 

People  Strengthen us to always be an inviting safe community for all. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 

All  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

All  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
 

All  Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

 

All  By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and 
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

 

All  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

 

All  By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and 
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it 
to his friends, and said, "Take… eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
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After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." Remembering now his work of 
redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

 

All  We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Celebrant Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, of Isaac and Rebekah, 
of Jacob, Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this 
Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the 
grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily 
serve the world in his name. 

 

All  Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation. 

 

All  AMEN! 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. AMEN! 

 

Breaking Bread 
 
 

Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 

All Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
 
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 
The Celebrant gives the invitation to spiritual communion to all participating near and far. 

 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN! 
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Blessing 
 

Celebrant May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and 
be gracious unto you. May the Lord look upon you with favor, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All  Alleluia! AMEN! 
 
 

♪   When We Face an Unknown Future 
 

When we face an unknown future that we can't imagine yet, 
when the closeness we have treasured turns from blessing into threat — 
As we miss our friends and loved ones, as we crave community, 
may we look, God, in this season, for a whole new way to be. 
 

Jesus faced the lonely desert as a time to look within. 
There he met such trial and conflict; there he knew you were with him. 
In this time of separation when we miss the life we've known, 
may we hear your voice proclaiming: "I am here! You're not alone." 
 

May we cherish those around us as we never have before. 
May we think much less of profit; may we learn what matters more. 
May we hear our neighbors' suffering; may we see our neighbors' pain. 
May we learn new ways of offering life and health and hope again. 
 

God, when illness comes to threaten, and when so much here goes wrong, 
may we know this thing for certain — that your love is sure and strong. 
You're beside us in our suffering — and when times are surely tough, 
we may face an unknown future, but it's filled, Lord, with your love. 
 

Text:  Copyright © 2020 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  All rights reserved.     Tune:  HYMN TO JOY,  Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824. 
 

Sending 
Celebrant Go forth into the world, sharing the Good News of God's love. Alleluia, alleluia! 
All  Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 
 

St James Episcopal Church, 434 North 8th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220  
If you have any questions, concerns, or pastoral needs, please call The Rev Diane M Murray, Rector: 920.860.5152  

 
Thank you for your support! Gifts may be mailed to the church or sent through your bank. 

There are also online giving options on our web site at mysjec.com/donate .  
 

Our special offering in May goes to Painting Pathways Clubhouse—please label gifts accordingly. 
 
 

Scripture texts from The New Revised Standard Version  (NRSV), ©1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Certain music and lyrics are published by GIA Publications Inc, 7404 S Mason Ave, Chicago IL 

60638. Certain music and lyrics reprinted under OneLicense.net #A727048 and/or CCLI license #1490833. All rights reserved.  
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