
Welcome to St James Episcopal Church… 
We’re glad that you chose to worship with us today! 

 

COVID guidelines-- out of love for others we’ll continue to err on the side of caution.  
▪ Please wear masks for all indoor church activities, including worship. Masks are required when in 

the building for all over age 2 (or those with health restrictions). You may remove your mask briefly 
while receiving Communion. Clergy and Readers may remove masks when speaking. 

▪ Please greet each other and share your love through verbal or other contact-less expressions. 
▪ Please use the handicap-accessible restroom outside the sanctuary. 
▪ Communion is provided for those who would like to consume bread and/or wine as directed. You may 

participate in spiritual communion if you prefer to not receive either physical element. (This is sacramentally 
appropriate any time receiving bread and/or wine is not a possibility for any reason. The bread and wine are 
the outward and visible signs of the inward and spiritual grace in the communion sacrament.) 
 

This Worship service will be live-streamed. If you have privacy concerns for yourself or your child(ren), 
please sit in the back left of the Sanctuary (the area closest to the Chapel). Nobody will be identifiably 
visible during Communion. Our videos may be viewed online live or any time: go.mysjec.com/youtube 
 

 
 

10AM Worship with Communion – January 9, 2022 
The Baptism of Our Lord 

 

 

Today’s Worship leadership includes… 
   

Ministers  Members of the Congregation 
Eucharistic Minister  Mary Green 

Readers   1-Eleanor Agnew 
  2-Richard Hall 
  3-Skip Cole 

Rector (Pastor)  The Rev’d Diane M Murray (Amma Diane) 
Worship Coordinator  Tony Karl 

Pianist  Barb Cook 
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We are an inclusive community of faith that welcomes and celebrates diversity in age, 
race, nation of origin, citizenship status, gender identity, sexual orientation, social status, 
political view, background, ability level, marital status, and anything else that makes us 

unique.  Whatever your reason for coming, we are glad you are here! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

St James Episcopal Church, 434 North 8th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220  
mysjec.com  —  info@mysjec.com  —  Church Office:  920.684.8256 

Amma Diane:  920.860.5152 (cell/text)  —  dianemarie.murray@gmail.com 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

If you would like to know more about the life, mission, or ministries of St James Episcopal Church,  
please talk to any member of our Vestry (church council): 

Rector (Pastor): The Rev’d Diane M Murray        Wardens: Chris Dee Eggert-Rosenthal & Mary Green 
Vestrypersons: Nick Doszkewycz, Richard Hall, & Kim Kaufmann 

Clerk: Tony Karl          Treasurer: Linda Molitor 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

All the words you will need are in this bulletin:  Text that the people say is prefaced with “People” or 
“All” and is in a bold font. All song lyrics are also in this bulletin.  
 

Wi-Fi access:  Look for our networks beginning with CBCI-77B0 and enter password build7443guitar; we 
encourage you to share pictures and posts on social media. 
 

Worship/Liturgy Sources:  Our worship is based on the Book of Common Prayer (BCP--the red hardcover 
book in the pew rack), the Book of Occasional Services, the Enriching Our Worship series—the primary 
liturgical resources authorized by General Convention of The Episcopal Church—supplemented by occasional 
other resources. You may find additional prayers in the BCP on pages 832-834 helpful for personal devotion 
before, during, and after worship (especially prayers 64-69 and 57-61).  If you’d like a BCP for your own use 
at home, the church can provide one for you—please talk to Amma Diane. 
 

Children:  Children of all ages are welcome in worship! Activity bags are available in the back of the church.  
A changing station is available in the restroom in the atrium just outside the sanctuary. 
 

Hearing Loop:  Our Hearing Loop system enables people with hearing loss to better hear sounds through our 
sound system.  If you can set your hearing aid to a T or M/T setting, audio from our sound system 
will be received directly by your device (70% of aids have this feature).  If your aid does not have 
this option, or you do not wear a hearing aid, there are a few portable headsets available in the 
back of the church. 

 

Please share your prayer requests with us:  All are invited to share their prayer requests so that the 
entire congregation may join in lifting up your needs and thanksgivings.  Please add requests to the Prayers of 
the People clipboard (you can simply use first names on requests… God knows our needs).  If you'd like a 
prayer lifted up for multiple weeks, please fill out a prayer request slip found at the back of the church.   
 

We worship with our bodies:  You’ll notice that some of us may sit, stand, and kneel at various points in 
the service.  Some of us may make the sign of the cross or bow now and then.  Some may clap, raise their 
hands, or tap their feet.  All of these movements are traditions from various parts of our Christian heritage—
none are required, none are frowned upon.  All are welcome to express whatever movements they might find 
meaningful in worship.  Some instructions are printed throughout this bulletin—you may also observe what others 
do.  None of these movements are a requirement: if you prefer not to use them, don’t worry about it—God doesn’t. 
 

Restrooms/Layout/Accessibility:  A handicapped-accessible restroom is located in the atrium just outside 
the sanctuary (next to the elevator.) Another restroom is located on the lower level.  The atrium gives access 
to the lower level and upper level by stairs or elevator. The worship space and chapel are located on the upper 
level. The offices, fellowship hall, library, and classrooms are located on the lower level and marked by signs. 
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Welcome!             
 

All who are able, please stand. 
♪   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                             [Hymnal #135] 
Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise, 
manifested by the star to the sages from afar; 
branch of royal David's stem in thy birth at Bethlehem; 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

Manifest at Jordan's stream, Prophet, Priest and King supreme; 
and at Cana, wedding guest, in thy Godhead manifest; 
manifest in power divine, changing water into wine; 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

Manifest on mountain height, shining in resplendent light, 
where disciples filled with awe thy transfigured glory saw. 
When from there thou ledest them steadfast to Jerusalem, 
cross and Easter Day attest God in man made manifest. 

 

Words: Christopher Wordsworth, 1862.     Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1678. 
 

Celebrant God's voice speaks to our chaos, echoing in our empty hearts: 
People gathering us together to remember our baptism. 
Celebrant God's voice flows like the living waters of grace: 
People our new name, 'Beloved', resounding in our souls. 
Celebrant God's voice stirs the waters of baptismal hope: 
People calling us to be bearers of peace to a world of broken hopes. 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River 

Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the 
Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the 
covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. 

People AMEN! 
 

♪   Gloria, Gloria     May be sung as a round            [Renew #64] 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

Words: Trad, adapt Taizé Community     Music: Jacques Berthier   ©1979 Les Presses de Taizé/GIA Publ.  All rights reserved. 
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Please be seated. 
First Lesson 
Reader 1 A reading of Isaiah chapter 43, verses 1 through 7. 
 

Thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, 
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you 
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not 
consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 
Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for 
you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love 
you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do 
not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and 
from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, "Give them up," 
and to the south, "Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and 
my daughters from the end of the earth—everyone who is called by 
my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made." 

 

Reader 1   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Unison Reading  
Reader 1 Let us read in unison Psalm 29. 
 

All Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and 
strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory that is due; worship the 
LORD in the beauty of holiness. The voice of the LORD is upon the 
waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty 
waters. The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the 
LORD is a voice of splendor. The voice of the LORD breaks the 
cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; The voice of 
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a 
young wild ox. The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; the 
voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the 
wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees 
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writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the LORD all 
are crying, “Glory!” The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the 
LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. The LORD shall give 
strength to Israel; the LORD shall give Israel the blessing of peace. 

 

New Testament 
Reader 2  A reading of Acts chapter 8, verses 14 through 17.  
 

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down 
and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet 
the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their 
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 

Reader 2   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
All who are able, please stand. 
Gospel             Luke 3. 15-17, 21-22 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Celebrant As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John 
answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who 
is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire." 

 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 
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Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
Sermon  Amma Diane 
 
 
All who are able, please stand. 
 

Renewal of Our Baptismal Covenant 
Celebrant Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by 

Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon 
you, therefore, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, 
by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to 
serve God faithfully in his holy universal church. Do you reaffirm your 
renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

All I do. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Son? 
All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 

by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
All I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

All I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
repent and return to the Lord? 

All I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
All I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
All I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 

All I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 
us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the 
forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

All AMEN! 
 

Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit 
moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of 
Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your 
Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy 
Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  

 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with 
Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are 
reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we 
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may 
continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to 
you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. 

 

All AMEN! 
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Prayers of the People       adapted from prayers by Joe Milner, St Francis Xavier College Church, St Louis 
Reader 3   Sisters and brothers, our baptismal vows call us to compassion and 

mercy on behalf of those in need.  We offer our prayers for the church 
and the world. We pray for your Church, O God: 

People that we may understand more deeply our humanity and proclaim the 
dignity of each person that was revealed by Christ becoming human. 

 

Reader 3  We pray for the human family: 
People that we may recognize as sisters and brothers all who seek to serve God, 

and that we may renounce all forms of discrimination and prejudice. 
 

Reader 3  We pray for the renewal of the gift of the Holy Spirit: 
People that God will stir up the Spirit within us and make us bold in our 

faith and dynamic in announcing the Good News. 
 

Reader 3  We pray for a deepening of prayer in our lives: 
People that, like Jesus, we may grow in our relationship with God through 

prayer and listening. 
 

Reader 3  We pray for courage: 
People that we may be strengthened to bear the challenges that come to us as 

followers of Jesus and proclaim by our lives the faithfulness of God. 
 

Reader 3  We pray for all who have been baptized in our communities, 
particularly those during the last year: 

People that they may faithfully fulfill their baptismal promises and live as 
disciples of Jesus. 

 

Reader 3  We pray for all who have responded to God's call to ministry: 
People that God will strengthen their service, renew their dedication and 

bless their work. 

 

Reader 3  We pray for the healing of human blindness to God's impartial love: 
People for reconciliation amongst all who call themselves Christians, and 

for the gifts of unity and peace in the Church. 
 

Reader 3  We pray for students and faculty as they begin a new semester: 
People that they may grow in wisdom, knowledge, and grace in their 

pursuit of truth. 
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Reader 3  We pray for consolation and support for all who are homebound, 
detained, imprisoned, or living in refugee camps: 

People that they may know the strengthening and renewing power of the 
Spirit and the care of the Christian community. 

Reader 3  We pray for all who are in need of a shepherd's care, for those who are 
ill, those who are grieving, and those who are lacking the physical and 
financial resources they need: 

People that God's love will comfort them, and that the hearts of many will 
reach out to them. 

Reader 3  We pray for faithful stewardship: 
People that we may wisely put to use all the gifts and talents which God has given 

us and help bring forth God's reign in our households and communities. 
Reader 3  We pray for all who suffer from the weather: 
People that they may find the shelter and assistance they need. 
Reader 3  We pray for all who have inadequate healthcare: 
People that the Holy Spirit will guide leaders in government and business 

toward holy ways to expand healthcare coverage and to protect 
the gift of health and life. 

Reader 3  We pray for victims of abuse or prejudice of any kind: 
People that they may hear God's affirmation that they are beloved and 

experience healing for their bodies, minds, and spirits. 
Reader 3  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, including 

those on our prayer lists and those we remember now silently or 
aloud…        The people offer additional prayers at this time. 
…We pray with confidence in your grace, O God. 

People Jesus, God with us, hear our prayer. 
Reader 3   Lord God, you revealed your Son in the waters of the Jordan and 

anointed him with the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim good news 
to all people. Sanctify us by the same Spirit, that we may proclaim the 
healing power of the gospel by acts of love in your name. 

All AMEN! 
 

Reader 3  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

You may remain standing or kneel for the confession prayer. 
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All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  AMEN! 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

People AMEN! 
 

Please be seated. Those with birthdays or anniversaries, please stand at this time. If you would 
like a prayer for healing, travel, or any other needs, please let Amma Diane know. 
Celebrant Let us join in prayer for all those who have celebrated or will be 

celebrating their birthdays. 
All O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 

your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow 
in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness 
all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN! 

Celebrant Let us join in prayer for all those who have celebrated or will be 
celebrating their anniversaries. 

All O God, you teach us through the example of Jesus that love is the 
fulfilment of the Law; help those couples celebrating anniversaries 
to persevere in love, to grow in mutual understanding, and to 
deepen their trust in each other; that in wisdom, patience and 
courage, their life together may be a source of happiness to all with 
whom they share it. AMEN! 

Celebrant To all of you celebrating milestones: May the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you to guide and protect you and 
all those you love, today and always!  

All  AMEN! 
 

Passing the Peace 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
We share God’s love with others from a distance with verbal greetings, waving, peace sign, etc. 
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Offering Our Gifts   
Celebrant Gifts and offerings may be mailed to the church, dropped off in the 

church mail slot, or sent through your bank. There are also online giving 
options on our web site at mySJEC.com/donate. We are grateful for 
your continued financial support of our ministry and mission. 

 

Celebrant Inspire us to always share your love through action, O God: 
People Strengthen us to always be an inviting safe community for all. 
 

All who are able, please stand. 
♪   Down By the Jordan 
Down by the Jordan, a prophet named John was baptizing, 
Preaching a message the people found bold and surprising: 
"God will forgive! Show that you'll change how you live! 
Surely God's new day is rising!" 
 

There by the river, the crowd came with great expectation: 
"Are you God's Chosen One, sent here to rescue our nation?" 
"No!" John replied. "He who is mightier than I 
Judges and offers salvation." 
 

Jesus, you went to be baptized along with the others, 
Taking your place among sinners, God's lost sons and daughters. 
Then with great love, God's Spirit came as a dove! 
Your work began in those waters. 
 

Here in the Church, we are baptized and filled with God's Spirit. 
Freed and forgiven, we're welcomed with joy! Can you hear it? 
This is God's sign! This is how God says, "You're mine!" 
Let's take the good news and share it! 
 

Words: based on Luke 1 & Mark 1, ©2000 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.  Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, 1665. 
 

 

Invitation to Communion           from the Iona Community, Scotland 
Celebrant The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table of 

company with Jesus, and all who love him.  It is the table of sharing with 
the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself.  It is the table of 
communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate.  So come to 
this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more; 
you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; 
you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come. 

 

mysjec.com/donate
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Great Thanksgiving                  
Celebrant People of the living water, the Lord is here! 
People God's Spirit is with us. 
Celebrant Beloved of the Lord, lift your hearts to God. 
People We lift our grace-washed hearts to the One who pours hope into us. 
Celebrant Children of the Spirit, offer your thanksgiving and praises to God. 
People We sing “Glory” to God who baptizes us with water and the Spirit. 

Celebrant With the waters of baptism reminding us of your love for us, we lift our 
praises to you.  Before you breathed the Word which tamed chaos, you 
named us your children, heirs of all the goodness you desired for us.  
You sang to us in Eden's fields, inviting us to glorify you forever.  Yet, we 
walked into the shadows of the world, leaving the songs behind.  You 
persisted in your hopes for us, knowing that where no life is anticipated, 
no hope is expected, no future is seen--there you gather us up to carry 
us into your kingdom. So, with those who ran to the river's side, and 
those who immersed themselves in grace, with our beloved sisters and 
brothers in every time and place, we sing of your love: 

 

 
Setting:  PICARDY, French carol; arr Kimberly Bracken Long. 
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Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take… eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 

all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

 We pray to you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of 
the new Covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
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us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation. 

 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. AMEN! 

 

Breaking Bread 
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

♪   We Will Take What You Offer           John L. Bell    © 1998, WGRG, Iona Community.  All rights reserved. 
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Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

 
 

At this time, the Celebrant will extend the invitation to communion to all present and give 
instructions as needed.  Visitors are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. 

 

All who are able, please stand. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
All Mysterious God, we thank you for feeding us with yourself, and for 

making yourself known to us in the holy child, Jesus the Christ. Let 
us carry within our hearts your Holy Spirit—that same Spirit which 
was in Jesus—so that we may help bring your Light, Peace, and 
Love to all the earth. We pray in the Name of Jesus, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. AMEN! 

 

Blessing 
Celebrant May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to 

find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also in your pilgrimage to 
find the Lord. 

People Alleluia! AMEN! 
Celebrant May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at 

his baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have 
come to the waters of new birth. 

People Alleluia! AMEN! 
Celebrant May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding 

feast at Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. 
People Alleluia! AMEN! 
Celebrant And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
People Alleluia! AMEN! 
 

♪   John Was Preaching in the Desert 
John was preaching in the desert, calling people to repent. 
When they heard his word of judgment, many wondered what it meant. 
John said, "Someone who is greater comes with fire and Spirit, too. 
See! I baptize you with water; he will make your whole life new." 
 

Jesus went down to the Jordan — to be baptized on that day. 
All at once, the heavens opened as he paused to humbly pray. 
Then a voice came down from heaven — with the Spirit, like a dove. 
At those waters, God affirmed him — God's beloved, sent to love.    (continued) 
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On this day when we remember how our Savior was baptized, 
God, we pause and pray and wonder at the ways you change our lives. 
As your Son went through the waters, We rejoice! We're baptized, too. 
We are called your sons and daughters; may we go out serving you.! 
 

Words: based on scripture, ©2019 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.  Music: NETTLETON, 1813. 
 
Blessing Our Doors 
Amma Diane will explain the process, followed by all saying this prayer 
All Good and gracious God, we ask your blessing on our doorways.  

May all the people who walk through our doors search for Jesus 
with the faithfulness of the astronomers from the east.  When we 
come in these doors to be with family, friends, and visitors, show us 
that Jesus is here among us.  When we go out of these doors, help 
us to bring Jesus with us in our hearts, in our words, and in the 
things we do for others.  In the world outside these doors, let us see 
Jesus in every person we meet.  Help us to live this year in the 
counter-cultural world that Jesus taught us. AMEN!! 

 
Sending 
Celebrant Go forth bearing the Light of Christ to the world!  Alleluia, alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 
Thank you for your support! Gifts may be mailed to the church or sent through your bank. 

There are also online giving options on our web site at mySJEC.com/donate .  
January’s special offering supports Painting Pathways Clubhouse—please label accordingly. 

 
 

Thank you for celebrating with us today! Please join us after worship  
in the lower level Fellowship Hall for casual conversations and sharing  

(due to COVID we are currently not having food/drink). 
 

 

If you would like more information about 
baptism or joining the church, please talk 
to Amma Diane after worship or any time! 
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