Welcome to St James Episcopal Church...
We’'re glad that you chose to worship with us today!

» Sanctuary fans are positioned to maximize coverage for overall comfort. When the fans are on,
please leave them as they are. Move toward the center aisle if less wind is more comfortable for you.

» Masks are optional for all church activities, including worship. Distancing is still a safer practice.

=  Communion is provided for those who would like to consume bread and/or wine as directed. You may
participate in spiritual communion if you prefer to not receive either physical element. (74is is sacramentally
appropriate any time receiving bread anay/or wine is not a possibility for any reason. The bread and wine are
the outward and visible signs of the inward and spiritual grace in the communion sacrament)

This Worship service will be live-streamed. If you have privacy concerns for yourself or your child(ren),
please sit in the back left of the Sanctuary (the area closest to the Chapel). Nobody will be identifiably
visible during Communion. Our videos may be viewed online live or any time: go.mysjec.com/youtube

“Truly I tell you,

whatever you did
for one of the least
of these brothers
and sisters

of mine,
you did for me.

-Jesus

10AM Worship with Communion — June 26, 2022
3" Sunday after Pentecost — World Refugee Day observance

Today’s Worship leadership includes...
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We are an inclusive community of faith that welcomes and celebrates diversity in age,
race, nation of origin, citizenship status, gender identity, sexual orientation, social status,
political view, background, ability level, marital status, and anything else that makes us
unique. Whatever your reason for coming, we are glad you are here!

St James Episcopal Church, 434 North 8th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220
mysjec.com — info@mysjec.com — Church Office: 920.684.8256
Amma Diane: 920.860.5152 (celj/text)y — dianemarie.murray@gmail.com

If you would like to know more about the life, mission, or ministries of St James Episcopal Church,
please talk to any member of our Vestry (church council):
Rector (Pastor). The Rev'd Diane M Murray Wardens: Chris Dee Eggert-Rosenthal & Mary Green
Vestrypersons: Nick Doszkewycz, Joan Estes, & Tony Karl
Clerk: Tony Karl Treasurer: Linda Molitor

All the words you will need are in this bulletin: Text that the people say is prefaced with “People” or
“All” and is in a bold font. All song lyrics are also in this bulletin.

Wi-Fi access: Look for our networks beginning with CBCI-7Z7B0 and enter password build7443quitar; we
encourage you to share pictures and posts on social media.

Worship/Liturgy Sources: Our worship is based on the Book of Common Prayer (BCP--the red hardcover
book in the pew rack), the Book of Occasional Services, the Enriching Our Worship series—the primary
liturgical resources authorized by General Convention of The Episcopal Church—supplemented by occasional
other resources. You may find additional prayers in the BCP on pages 832-834 helpful for personal devotion
before, during, and after worship (especially prayers 64-69 and 57-61). If you'd like a BCP for your own use
at home, the church can provide one for you—please talk to Amma Diane.

Children: Children of all ages are welcome in worship! Activity bags are available in the back of the church.
A changing station is available in the restroom in the atrium just outside the sanctuary.

Hearing Loop: Our Hearing Loop system enables people with hearing loss to better hear sounds through our
A sound system. If you can set your hearing aid to a T or M/T setting, audio from our sound system
f_\)\ will be received directly by your device (70% of aids have this feature). If your aid does not have

this option, or you do not wear a hearing aid, there are a few portable headsets available in the
Ll back of the church.

Please share your prayer requests with us: All are invited to share their prayer requests so that the
entire congregation may join in lifting up your needs and thanksgivings. Please add requests to the Prayers of
the People clipboard (you can simply use first names on requests... God knows our needs). If you'd like a
prayer lifted up for multiple weeks, please fill out a prayer request slip found at the back of the church.

We worship with our bodies: You'll notice that some of us may sit, stand, and kneel at various points in
the service. Some of us may make the sign of the cross or bow now and then. Some may clap, raise their
hands, or tap their feet. All of these movements are traditions from various parts of our Christian heritage—
none are required, none are frowned upon. All are welcome to express whatever movements they might find
meaningful in worship. Some instructions are printed throughout this bulletin—you may also observe what others
do. None of these movements are a requirement: if you prefer not to use them, don't worry about it—God doesn't.

Restrooms/Layout/Accessibility: A handicapped-accessible restroom is located in the atrium just outside
the sanctuary (next to the elevator.) Another restroom is located on the lower level. The atrium gives access
to the lower level and upper level by stairs or elevator. The worship space and chapel are located on the upper
level. The offices, fellowship hall, library, and classrooms are located on the lower level and marked by signs.

Scripture texts from The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), ©1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Certain music and lyrics are published by GIA Publications Inc, 7404 S Mason Ave,
Chicago IL 60638. Certain music and lyrics reprinted under Onelicense.net #A727048 and/or CCLI license #1490833. All rights reserved.
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The candle display in front of the Sanctuary represents our grief and prayers for victims of gun violence.

Welcomel!

All who are able, please stand.

J Love Divine, All Loves Excelling [Hymnal 657]
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down,

fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;

visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee:

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Words: Charles Wesley, 1747. Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H Prichard, 1830.

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. AMEN!

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
Inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

People AMEN!

All Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand
of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. AMEN!



Celebrant
People

Celebrant

People

God be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by
their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

AMEN!

Please be seated.
World Refugee Day Observance

Celebrant

Today we observe World Refugee Day, an international observance in
June of each year dedicated to raising awareness of the situation of
refugees throughout the world. The Episcopal Church celebrates the
strength, resilience, and courage of refugees worldwide, and our
denomination is deeply committed to the work of welcome and
refugee resettlement. Every minute of every day, 20 people leave
everything behind to escape war, persecution, or terror. There are over
68 million refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced people
worldwide. Of that number, more than 25 million are refugees, and
more than half are children.

Episcopal Migration Ministries (EMM) is a living example of the
Church’'s commitment to aid the stranger in our midst. By working in
a public-private relationship with a network of local affiliate partners,
congregations, dioceses, and community supporters, EMM offers
hope and security to the world’'s most vulnerable. It is with the
generous support and dedication of all those who stand ready to
welcome that EMM is able to offer the vital services of cultural
orientation classes, English language classes, employment services,
school enrollment, childcare, housing assistance, transportation, and
more. The ministry of refugee resettlement provides a strong
foundation for families who have been displaced to begin again in
safety and peace. Refugees bring gifts, skills, and talents to our
communities, enhancing the very fabric of our nation. We join with
Episcopalians across the country in prayer and action in support of
our newest neighbors and friends. Let us pray.
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God our Creator: We ask for your loving presence and for your
peace to be with refugees in our local communities and around the
world. Be with all who are in fear. Be with those whose lives and
livelihoods are under threat, and whose religious freedoms are
being compromised. Be with us as we strive to enact your will in
our welcome and support of refugees. Be with those in positions of
leadership, that their decisions may bend toward peace and not
division, and that they might realize the power they hold to do
justice. Give us all strength and courage. Equip and empower us to
be witnesses to your love - as advocates and as servants, as
ministers of welcome and bearers of hope, especially for those
seeking refuge. In your Holy Name we pray. AMEN!

Litany of Welcoming the Stranger

Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People

A core value of our faith is to welcome the stranger... the refugee... the
internally displaced... the other. Jesus Christ teaches us in countless
ways to love others and take care of others.

Help us, O God, to welcome the stranger.

Our faith teaches that compassion, mercy, love, and hospitality are for
everyone: the native born and the foreign born, the member of our
community and the newcomer.

Help us, dear Jesus, to love them as ourselves.

Let us remember that no one leaves his or her homeland without a
reason: some flee because of persecution, violence, or exploitation;
others due to natural disaster; yet others out of love to provide better
lives for their families.

Help us, Holy Spirit, to find deeper connections to the other.

Our faith teaches us to offer the stranger hospitality, for this brings
blessings upon our community, upon our families, upon the stranger,
and upon ourselves.

Help us, O God, to welcome the stranger.

Let us respect and honor the reality that the stranger may be of a
different faith or hold beliefs different from ours, respecting the right of
the stranger to practice his or her own faith freely. Let us speak of our
own faith without demeaning or ridiculing the faith of others.

Help us, dear Jesus, to love them as ourselves.

Our faith calls us to build bridges between the stranger and ourselves,
and to encourage others to do the same.

Help us, Holy Spirit, to find deeper connections to the other.



Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
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Let us make an effort not only to welcome the stranger, but also to
listen to him or her deeply, and to promote understanding and
welcome in our community.

Help us, O God, to welcome the stranger.

Our faith calls us to speak out for social justice for the stranger, just as
we do for other members of our community.

Help us, dear Jesus, to love them as ourselves.

Let us not keep silent when we see others speaking ill of strangers,
judging them without coming to know them, or when we see them
being excluded, wronged, or oppressed.

Help us, Holy Spirit, to find deeper connections to the other.
Welcoming the stranger sometimes takes courage, but the joys and
hopes of doing so outweigh the risks and the challenges. We pray for
and support all who exercise courage in welcoming the stranger.

Help us, O God, to welcome the stranger. AMEN!

First Lesson

Reader 1

Reader 1
People

A reading of 1* Kings chapter 19, verses 15 through 6 and 19 through 21.

The Lord said to Elijah, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over
Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and
you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in
your place." So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat,
who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and
he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle
over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijjah, and said, "Let me kiss my
father and my mother, and then | will follow you." Then Elijah said to
him, "Go back again; for what have | done to you?" He returned from
following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the
equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the
people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became
his servant.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God'’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Unison Reading

Reader 1
All

Let us read in unison Psalm 16.

Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you; | have said to the LORD,
“You are my Lord, my good above all other.” All my delight is upon
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the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the
people. But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles
multiplied. Their libations of blood | will not offer, nor take the
names of their gods upon my lips. O LORD, you are my portion and
my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. My boundaries enclose a
pleasant land; indeed, | have a goodly heritage. | will bless the
LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after
night. | have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my
right hand | shall not fall. My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit
rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. For you will not abandon
me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the Pit. You will show me
the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your
right hand are pleasures for evermore.

New Testament

Reader 1

Reader 1
People

A reading of Galatians chapter 5, verses 1 and 13 through 25,

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love
become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a
single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." If,
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another. Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify
the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed to the
Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are
opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But
If you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the
works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness,
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. | am
warning you, as | warned you before: those who do such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God. By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God'’s people.
Thanks be to God.



All who are able, please stand.

Gospel
Celebrant
People

Celebrant

Celebrant
People

Luke 9. 51-62
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to
go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way
they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but
they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem.
When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you
want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume
them?" But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to
another village. As they were going along the road, someone said to
him, "l will follow you wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, "Follow me." But he said,
"Lord, first let me go and bury my father." But Jesus said to him, "Let
the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God." Another said, "l will follow you, Lord; but let me first
say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one who
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon

Amma Diane

All who are able, please stand.
Nicene Creed

Celebrant
All

Let us join in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
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accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. AMEN!

Prayers of the People

Reader 3

All
Reader 3

All
Reader 3

All
Reader 3

All
Reader 3

All

As we continue to witness the most widespread refugee crisis since
World War I, we remember that the stories of our tradition are stories of
wandering, of flight, and of forced migration. Our Holy Scriptures tell us of
the sojourns of the people of God — of slavery and persecution, of
wandering in the wilderness, of exile and loss. Today, as we pray for the
Church and for the world, we remember our own sacred stories and how
they call us to live in God's world, to bring forth God's dream of shalom.
Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.

Sovereign God, may we who are the Body of Christ — the Church -
embrace and welcome the immigrant, the refugee, and all who seek
shelter from any danger.

Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.

God of protection, whose Son fled violence from his own home with Joseph
and Mary and sought refuge in a foreign land, hear the cries of all who suffer
because of hatred, war, violence, greed, and famine. Help us to peacefully
mend our divisions, that all you have created in this world may be whole.
Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.

God who makes us one, we pray for our nation and all the nations of
the world, that those who govern the people and have authority over
them may consider each life to be of value and may serve the people
of their nation with equity and fairness, dedicating themselves to
peaceful resolution of conflict.

Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.

Gracious God, we pray for our newest neighbors, that those families
who have sought refuge from the ravages of war and violence may
find not only shelter and sustenance, but also a loving and supportive
community in which to create a new beginning with dignity.

Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.



Reader 3

All
Reader 3

All
Reader 3

All
Reader 3

All
Reader 3

All

Reader 3
All
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Loving God, there is no one that goes unnoticed in your eyes. Take into
yourself all who suffer. May Christ the Wounded Healer relieve the pain
of hunger of the refugee, heal the afflicted body, soothe the fears of the
mind, bring peace to the soul, and be tender with the broken hearted,
that those who have endured unspeakable trials may find themselves
restored in Christ.

Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.

Eternal God, may you receive those who have died during times of war
and violence into your loving and peaceful arms and may they find
rest for their souls. Comfort those who mourn the loss of their friends
and loved ones and give them relief from the painful memories they
bear, giving assurance of eternal life.

Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.

Almighty and Loving God, you who have crossed the boundaries of
Heaven and Earth to be with your people, visit those who must flee
their homes because of violence and oppression and lead them to a
land of safety.

Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.

We give thanks to you, Source of All Being, that you hear our
Intercessions on behalf of our refugee brothers and sisters. We thank
you that love swallows fear, that in your compassion we learn to walk
with those who suffer, that when we give of ourselves we receive far
more, and that when we receive those who stand knocking at our
doors, we receive Christ the Beloved One.

Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.

Receive our praise and thanks for all your blessings. We lift up the
special needs and concerns of this congregation, including those on
our prayer list. For confidence to offer all of our needs and concerns up
to God, and for growing gratitude in all we receive, we pray.

Loving and welcoming God, we lift our prayer to you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. AMEN!
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Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

People AMEN!

Please be seated. Those with birthdays or anniversaries, please come forward at this time. If
you would like a prayer for healing, travel, or any other needs, please let Amma Diane know.

Celebrant Let us join in prayer for all those who have celebrated or will be
celebrating their birthdays.

All O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on
your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow
In wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness
all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN!

Celebrant Let us join in prayer for all those who have celebrated or will be
celebrating their anniversaries.

All O God, you teach us through the example of Jesus that love is the
fulfilment of the Law; help those couples celebrating anniversaries
to persevere in love, to grow in mutual understanding, and to
deepen their trust in each other; that in wisdom, patience and
courage, their life together may be a source of happiness to all with
whom they share it. AMEN!

Celebrant To all of you celebrating milestones: May the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you to guide and protect you and
all those you love, today and always!

All AMEN!

All who are able, please stand.

Passing the Peace
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.

People And also with you.

We share God's love with others from a distance with verbal greetings, waving, peace sign, etc.
Please be seated.

Announcements A/ giving announcements: please use a mic for our friends online.

Celebrating Our Mission, Service, & Ministries Congregational sharing.
Offering Our Gifts & Our Selves

Gifts and offerings may be mailed to the church, dropped off in the mail slot or sent
through your bank. There are online giving options on our web site mySJEC.com/donate.
We are grateful for your continued financial support of our ministry and mission.

Celebrant Inspire us to always share your love through action, O God:
People Strengthen us to always be an inviting safe community for all.


mysjec.com/donate
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All who are able, please stand.

s There Is Room in God’s Great Welcome
There is room in God's great welcome; See! The doors are open wide!

Here on earth as in God's heaven, hear the call to come inside!
There is so much room for difference — men and women, gay and straight.
In God's love, the rooms are countless, but there is no room for hate.

There is room in our good nation if we stand on justice-ground.

God has made a good creation; colors, cultures all abound.

Welcome, sister! Welcome, brother! All those yearning to breathe free!
There is room for one another but no room for bigotry.

There is room for understanding, for the outcast and the poor;

For the Christian, Jew and Muslim — there is room for these and more.
For the people on the fringes, for the ones with long career,

There is room for building bridges, but there is no room for fear.

There is room in faithful churches for the wounded and oppressed:

Women who've been told they're worthless, refugees who feel distressed,

Immigrants who fear the future, people scorned and pushed and shoved.

God, may we seek what you treasure: may we all make room for love.
Words: Based on scripture, ©2016 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  Music: HYMN TO JOY.

Invitation to Communion from the lona Community, Scotland

Celebrant The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table of
company with Jesus, and all who love him. It is the table of sharing with
the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself. It is the table of
communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate. So come to
this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more;
you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time;
you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come.

Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
All Glory to you for ever and ever.



Celebrant

All

Celebrant

All
Celebrant

All
Celebrant

All

Celebrant

All
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At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile
earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and
blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of
creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we
turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages
you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent
your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the
way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation
who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in
their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify
them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take... eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
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Celebrant Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, of
Isaac and Rebekah, of Jacob, Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world
about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for
solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal.
Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
All Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church
gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.

All AMEN!

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. AMEN!

Breaking Bread
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Celebrant will extend the invitation to communion to those present and those watching
online and give instructions. Visitors are welcome to receive communion or a blessing.

All who are able, please stand.

Celebrant Let us pray.

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. AMEN!
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Blessing

Celebrant May the blessing of God, who Creates, Redeems, and Sustains, be
upon you and all you love and pray for, this day and forever more.

People Alleluia! AMEN!

J God, You Move Across the Borders

God, you move across the borders with the ones who need to flee.
You walk with the weary traveler; you go with the refugee.

You cry out from mass detention; you seek justice, here denied.
You enfold with great compassion those the nations push aside.

God, you move among the suffering in this time of illness here.
You work through the people offering care amid the pain and fear.
In our grief and isolation, in the times it's hard to cope,

You bring peace and consolation; you bring joy and love and hope.

God, you break down mighty barriers — sins we've sanctioned far too long.
We have walked on paths of privilege; you have moved to right the wrong,.
You have sent your prophets to us, calling racist ways a sin.

You have judged us and renewed us; you have shown that love will win.

God, you move across the barriers, offering love in Jesus Christ.
Through your Son, our Lord and Savior, you have called: "Now share my life!"
By your Spirit, give us courage; help us boldly move to be
loving, justice-seeking neighbors building your community.
Words: Based on scripture, ©2020 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  Music: NETTLETON.

Sending

Celebrant  Go forth into the world, sharing the Good News of God's love. Alleluia, alleluia!
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia!

Thank you for celebrating with us today! Please join us downstairs
after worship for refreshments, snacks, and conversation.

Thank you for your support! Gifts may be mailed to the church or sent through your bank.
There are also online giving options on our web site at mySJEC.com/donate .
June'’s special offering supports the Rectors Discretionary Fund—please label accordingly.


mysjec.com/donate

From Episcopal Migration Ministries and The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations

AWORLD REFUGEE DAY ADVOCACY TOOLKIT

Additional resources from The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations:

Join the EPPN to stay informed about refugee & immigration policies:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ OGR/eppn-sign-up

Refugee and Immigration resources:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ OGR/migration-refugees-immigration

Backgrounder: Episcopal Church Advocacy on Refugees and Immigration:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/files/ogr_advocacy_refugee_and_immigration_overview.pdf

Watch: Understanding Our Immigration System:
https://vimeo.com/266357612

Official Episcopal Church policies on immigration & refugee issues:
http://bit.ly/episcopalpolicy

Civil Discourse Curriculum:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ OGR/general-advocacy-resources

Faith & Citizenship:A Guide to Effective Advocacy for Episcopalians:
hteps://www.episcopalchurch.org/files/ogr_faith_citizenship_201 6.pdf

Ten Actions to Accompany Undocumented Immigrants:
http://bit.ly/ | Qactionstoaccompany

On-Demand Webinar Video:“Local Action: New Strategies to Build United Communities”
http:/lwww.ilctr.org/promoting-immigrants/ilc-workshops/research/

Neighbors Together: Promising Practices to Strengthen Relations with Refugees and Muslims
hetps://www.welcomingamerica.org/content/neighbors-together

Security screening of refugees admitted to the U.S.:
hetp://bit.ly/securityscreening

Research Report: Policy Advocacy for Immigrants and Refugees:
https://www.episcopalchurch.orgffiles/ogr_immigration_and_refugees policy_advocacy_archives.pdf

Research Report: Policy Advocacy for Families and Young People:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/files/ogr_immigration_and_youth_policy_advocacy_archives.pdf

|
v
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Recurring Schedule
Book Discussion Sundays 8:30AM (in-person/Zoom)

Discussion of Book of Forgiving: The Fourfold Path for
Healing Ourselves and Our World by Nobel laureate
Archbishop Desmond Tutu & his daughter, Anglican
priest Mpho A Tutu, begins 6/26. This book helps answer
the question, How do | forgive? The Tutus lay out the
simple but profound truths about the significance of
forgiveness, how it works, why everyone needs to know
how to grant it and receive it, and why granting
forgiveness is the greatest gift we can give to ourselves
when we have been wronged. They explain the four-step
process of forgiveness as well as offer meditations,
exercises, and prayers.

By computer or other device: go.mysjec.com/biblestudy
To participate from any phone, dial 1-312-626-6799
When prompted for Meeting ID, enter 580 876 932 #
When prompted for Participant ID, press #
When prompted for Password, enter O # [number zero]

Worship—Sundays at 10AM (in-person/online)

Attend in-person at 10AM, or participate LIVE at 10AM or
view at any time after on YouTube (video links are also
shared on Facebook):  go.mysjec.com/youtube

6/26 Pentecost 3: World Refugee Day observance
7/3 Pentecost 4: Independence Day weekend
7/10 Pentecost 5: Becoming Beloved Community series

Fellowship—Sundays at 11:15AM (in-person)

Please join us downstairs after worship each week for
refreshments, snacks, and conversation. Coffee, tea, and
water will be provided. We invite anybody who is
interested to bring snacks/treats to share any week.

Mid-Week Worship—Wed at 4:30PM (Zoom)
On break —resumes with new 4:30PM time on July 13.

By computer or other device: go.mysjec.com/Wednesday
To participate from any phone, dial 1-312-626-6799
When prompted for Meeting ID, enter 670 567 006 #
When prompted for Participant ID, press #
When prompted for Password, enter 0 # [number zero]

Morning Prayer—Fridays at 7:00AM (Zoom)

By computer or other device: go.mysjec.com/Friday

To participate from any phone, dial 1-312-626-6799
When prompted for Meeting ID, enter 831 5230 0483 #
When prompted for Participant ID, press #
When prompted for Password, enter O # [number zero]

Celebrating Our Mission, Service, & Ministries

Help us grow the St James Tree of Life! One of our sub-
goals is to “Regularly celebrate the mission, service, and
ministries of individuals, inviting them to share these
experiences to educate and encourage others”.

We invite you to sign up for a date to share briefly (1-3
minutes) about any mission, service, or ministry you are
involved in through St James, another organization, or in
your own way. You can share what you do, why you
became involved, and anything else you’d like to add. If
you’re involved in more than one mission, service, or
ministry, we invite you to sign up to share on more than
one date. It's okay if more than one person shares about
the same thing on different dates. Thanks!

If you have any questions, please talk to Chris Eggert-
Rosenthal, Tony Karl, or Amma Diane.

Please pray for upcoming General Convention
(7/8-7/11) & Lambeth Conference (7/26-8/8)

The 80th General Convention of The Episcopal Church
will take place July 8-11 in Baltimore, MD. The General
Convention is the governing body of The Episcopal
Church. The Convention is a bicameral legislature that
includes the House of Deputies, which has more than 800
members, and the House of Bishops, which is comprised
of nearly 300 active and retired bishops. The Convention
meets every three years and has the authority to amend
the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church;
adopt the budget for the church for the next three years;
authorize liturgical texts and amend the Book of
Common Prayer; adopt communions and covenants with
other churches; set qualifications for orders of ministry
and office-holders; elect officers of the General
Convention, the Executive Council, and members of
boards; and delegate responsibilities to the interim
bodies of The Episcopal Church. The schedule has been
shortened this year due to COVID.

The 15th Lambeth Conference will take place July 26—
August 8 in Lambeth, England. The Episcopal Church is
part of the Anglican branch of Christianity. The Lambeth
Conference is a gathering of bishops from across the
Anglican Communion for prayer and reflection,
fellowship and dialogue on church and world affairs.
With the theme of ‘God’s Church for God’s World -
walking, listening and witnessing together,” the
conference will explore what it means for the Anglican
Communion to be responsive to the needs of a 21st
Century world.




NEW!\/estry Meeting 6/28 at 5PM

The Vestry will meet on Tuesday 6/28 starting at 5PM.
Guests from the congregation are welcome (the Vestry
asks that all guests also have their video cameras active
throughout the meeting. Use the following link to
connect to the meeting:  go.mysjec.com/vestry

Agenda topics will include:

¢ Sharing/Opening prayer

¢ Book discussion

¢ Approve minutes & Receive financial reports
¢ Retreat follow-up

¢ Closing prayer

If you have any questions, please contact Amma Diane.

If you have any questions, ideas, or concerns, please
talk to any of the Vestry: Amma Diane (Rector); Chris
Dee Eggert-Rosenthal & Mary Green (Wardens), Nick
Doszkewycz, Joan Estes, & Tony Karl (Vestrypersons),
Tony Karl (Clerk); and Linda Molitor (Treasurer).

“Helping Our Neighbors” mission project

The poverty rate in Manitowoc is about 14%, and hunger
continues to impact families and individuals. Over the
next few months,
we invite you to
bring non-
perishable  food,
hygiene products,
and personal care
items to donate as
often as you are

Our Neighbors

able. We'll have a collection spot in the front left of the
Sanctuary near the piano (similar to what we did in
Advent), and volunteers will periodically deliver these
items to Peter’s Pantry. If you'd like to contribute

financially, label your gift “Helping Our

Neighbors” (checks payable to St James).

New sanctuary fans

New fans have been purchased and set up around the
perimeter of the Sanctuary. Fans are positioned to
provide maximum circulation for overall comfort. When
the fans are on, please leave them set as they are —do
not move, adjust, or turn off. If it is too drafty for you
near the outer aisles, please move toward the center
aisle while the fans are in use. Thanks!

Sunday Fellowship time

We've resumed Fellowship time with snacks and
refreshments after Worship every Sunday. Coffee, tea,
and water will be provided. As we transition back to this,
we invite anybody who is interested to bring snacks/
treats to share any week. Over the Summer, we’ll
determine if we want to adapt this as we move into the
Fall. We invite everybody to take turns helping with the
simple clean-up—there is a sign-up sheet in church.

Prayers for the Week

Healing/Comfort/Strength: Steve & Marybeth, Virginia,
Elizabeth, Vanessa, Debbie, Silas, Laurie, Geno, Bonnie,
Bonnie & Charlie, Marcia & John, Chip & Janice, Steven,
Len & Margaret, Mary, Vicki, Tom, Grace, Matthew, Sid,
Shelley, Karleen, Judy M & Misty, Al, Richard, Lisa B,
Mike, Bishop Matt & Leslie, Pete, Dave, Nancy T, Brian M.

Guidance & Discernment: Tim, Guy & Mary, Kurt,
Ronald, Alison, Susie, Brian & Lisa, Frankie, Deb & Jim,
Joy’s grandson.

Serving in the Military: Jordan, lan, Logan, Keaton,
Marshall, Jacob, Jack.

Additional Prayers we offer include: For Peace in our
world... for the people of Ukraine, Russia, Afghanistan,
Haiti, Israel, Gaza, Sudan, Madagascar and missionary
families. In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for
Christ the King, Sturgeon Bay and St George’s Mission
District, Masvingo. We pray for the Diocesan Summer
Camps starting June 19. In the Anglican cycle of prayer,
we pray for Province of the Episcopal Church of South
Sudan. For the Dioceses of Fond du Lac, Eau Claire, and
Milwaukee and the trialogue taking place among them.
For people living with mental illness. For Painting
Pathways Clubhouse. Hope House families. The men of
The Haven. We pray for those working in government in
our cities, state, country, and the world. We pray for our
neighborhood. For the people around the world affected
by the coronavirus pandemic. Pray for an end to violence,
racism and social injustice in our country and around the
world. Pray for people around the world dealing with
severe weather and related damage, injury, and deaths.
We pray for those in the world who do not have enough
to eat, may we help to keep food available to all.

We offer thanks for: Diane our Rector, Chris and Mary,
our Wardens, our Vestry and other ministry leaders,
staff, and every person in this congregation. Bishop Matt
Gunter and his wife Leslie and family. Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry and his wife, Sharon. Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin Welby. For our companion Diocese of
Masvingo in Zimbabwe and the appointment of Reverend
Friar Fungayi Nyandoro as the Vicar General of Masvingo
Diocese until a Diocesan Ordinary (Bishop) is elected.
We Pray for the Departed: Tom & Audrey, Audrey &
Clayton, Pat, Myrna, Cindy, Joe, Paul, Clarence & Liese,
Deena, Shirley, David Johnson, Gary Drohman, Mitch, all
who have died as a result of gun violence.

UPDATED!

Milestones
We pray for those celebrating milestones:

Birthdays: 6/28 Peggy Turnbull; 6/29 David Grams; 7/1
Kurt Hall; 7/1 Sherry Paszkiewicz; 7/1 Bob Turnbull; 7/11
Tony Karl; 7/11 Davina Rabe; 7/12 Amy Healey; 7/13 Len
Coombs; 7/14 Judy Lavicka; 7/18 Mary Green; 7/22 Dave
Haefke; 7/24 Murray Sim; 7/25 Gary Alsteen; 7/25 Liz
Gordon; 7/30 Alison Hunner

Anniversaries: 6/29 Mike & Sharon Laughrin; 7/3 James
& Mary Green; 7/13 Kevin & Tammy McVeigh

If you would like your prayer requests to be included
on our list, or to add a milestone, please contact
Amma Diane Murray by phone (920-860-5152)
or email (dianemarie.murray@gmail.com).



Gun Violence, Sin, and Regulation

A Teaching for the Church, by The Rt Rev Matt Gunter, Bishop of
Fond du Lac/Bishop Provisional of Eau Claire

¢ Gun violence has become a public health issue in the United
States unparalleled in any other democratic, industrialized nation.
This is not just about politics; it is a moral issue.

e Jesus calls his disciples to deny themselves and follow in his
footsteps which are steps of mercy, peace, and reconciliation

e Christianity asserts that each human person is created in the image
of God and therefore sacred, beautiful, beloved of God, and of infinite
value. But we are also all caught in the interrelated web of Sin.

e Seeking to be faithful to Jesus’ way of peace and recognizing to
radical reality of Sin that affects us all, the Church tradition has
insisted that the use of weapons be restricted to those officially
authorized to do so

e Knowing our own sinful tendencies and unruly passions,
Christians are right to distrust ourselves with weapons designed to
kill other human beings

* Regardless of laws and regulations, Christians are called to a life
of peace, witnessing to the hope of resurrection.

* There is room, even within an open interpretation of the Second
Amendment, to advocate for more effective gun safety measures
for the sake of the welfare of society.

Introduction

Gun violence has become a public health issue in the United States
unparalleled in any other democratic, industrialized nation. This is
not just about politics; it is a moral issue. We are regular shocked, if
no longer surprised by mass murders. Gun violence in our cities
and elsewhere has become so common as to hardly make the
news. Guns are now the leading cause of death for American
children. They are common cause of fatal accidents in homes and a
common means of suicide. Sadly, the list goes on and on.

The Anglican Tradition has not been a pacifist tradition. It has
allowed that, under certain circumstances, “It is lawful for Christian
men [and women], at the commandment of the Magistrate, to
wear weapons, and serve in the wars" (Articles of Religion XXXVII).
This has been the majority position of most of the Christian Church
generally for most of its history. But it is also the case, even with
that, that there is in the Church’s teaching a deep ambivalence
about the use of violence, the passions in the human heart that
lead to violence, and the passions that violence enflames.

Scripture

The Church’s ambivalence about violence is rooted in the life and
teaching of Jesus and the witness of the New Testament.

The Birth Narratives that we remember every Christmas serve as a
prologue and summary of the Gospel. In Luke 1:78-79, Zechariah
prophesies of Jesus that he will “guide our feet into the way of
peace.” When the angels appear to the shepherds proclaiming glad
tidings of great joy at the coming of a savior, they sing of peace on
earth as part of what salvation is about (Luke 2:14). At his death on
the cross, Jesus prayed forgiveness for his killers and those who
taunted him as he hung dying (Luke 23:34).

Between the bookends of his birth and death, Jesus, in his words
and actions, demonstrated a consistent pattern. There is the clear
command in the Sermon on the Mount to not resist evil and to
turn the other cheek (Matthew 5:39), to love our enemies
(Matthew 5:43), and to perfectly show mercy to the evil and the
good so that we might be children of our Father in heaven
(Matthew 5:45-48). The warning against anger (Matthew 5:21-22)
fits the pattern. Beyond the Sermon, Jesus expresses grief over
Jerusalem for its refusal to pursue the way of peace (Luke 19:42).
He declares that his peace is different from this world’s (John
14:27). He rebukes his disciples for desiring to exact retribution on
the Samaritans who did not welcome him (Luke 9:55), a verse
made even more telling in the King James Version in which Jesus
adds, “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of” He
emphatically rebukes Peter for drawing a weapon to defend Jesus
and perhaps himself (Matthew 26:52). And at the last, Jesus
refuses to defend himself with the “twelve legions of angels” that
were ready at hand for his defense (Matthew 26:53). From the

beginning to the end and in-between Jesus demonstrates a
consistent pattern of peacefulness and rejection of violence,
certainly lethal violence, even in self-defense.

Jesus calls his would-be disciples to deny themselves, take up the
cross and follow him (Matthew 16:24) patterning our lives after his.
He left us an example, so that we should follow in his steps (1 Peter
2:21) and “walk in love as he loved us and gave himself for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5:1). He calls
them to be peacemakers (Mathew 5:9), sharing in his ministry of
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18).

Following Jesus puts us at odds with the pattern of this world with
its selfishness, violence, vengeance, and self/group-preservation.
That is the pattern of the world to which we are warned not to
conform in Romans 12:2. Romans 12 goes on to describe a
community patterning its life on Jesus, including these echoes of
Jesus, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them” and, “Repay no one evil for evil, etc.” (Romans 12:17-21).
This is a thread that runs through the New Testament, most
explicitly in passages like 1 Thessalonians 5:15, 1 Peter 2:20-25, 1
Peter 3:9-12, Hebrews 12:14, and James 3:18.

Tradition

This witness of the New Testament, along with the assurance that
Death had been defeated in the death and resurrection of Jesus,
led the earliest Christians to embrace a commitment to
nonviolence as the best way to “follow in his steps.” That attitude
began to change some after the formal conversion of the Roman
Empire. But only somewhat. There was a growing acceptance that
government officials, including soldiers, might be authorized under
specific conditions to use force and violence. But violence on a
personal level was still considered sinful. St. Ambrose (340-397),
Bishop of Milan, wrote, I do not think that a Christian, a just and a
wise man, ought to save his own life by the death of another; just
as when he meets with an armed robber he cannot return his
blows, lest in defending his life he should stain his love toward his
neighbor. The verdict on this is plain and clear in the books of the
Gospel, “Put up thy sword, for everyone that taketh the sword shall
perish with the sword.” (Matthew 26: 52). What robber is more
hateful than the persecutor who came to kill Christ? But Christ
would not be defended from the wounds of the persecutor, for He
willed to heal all by His wounds. (On the Duties of the Clergy)

St. Augustine (354-430), Bishop of Hippo, is the most influential
theologian in Christian history. He allowed that violence can be
exercised faithfully by those to whom authority to do so is
delegated by the government on behalf of the community, i.e., the
courts, police, and the military. But that was only true for the one
to whom authority was delegated. He concludes that to kill without
that authority can only be murder (The City of God, 1.21). He also
wrote, As to killing others in order to defend one's own life, | do not
approve of this, unless one happens to be a soldier or public
functionary acting, not for himself, but in defense of others or of the
city in which he resides, if he acts according to the commission
lawfully given him, and in the manner becoming his office. (Letter
47, To Publicola, sec. 5)

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) was the most influential
theologian of the Middle Ages. Going further than the witness of
Jesus, he allows that using force in self-defense is permissible. But
that should be done without the intent to kill. But as it is unlawful
to take a man's life, except for the public authority acting for the
common good, as stated above (Article 3), it is not lawful for a man
to intend killing a man in self-defense, except for such as have
public authority, who while intending to kill a man in self-defense,
refer this to the public good, as in the case of a soldier fighting
against the foe, and in the minister of the judge struggling with
robbers, although even these sin if they be moved by private
animosity. (cf. Summa Theologia, -1, 64,7)

The great Reformer, John Calvin’s teaching significantly influenced
early Anglicanism. In his commentary on Matthew 26:52 and
elsewhere, he defends the right of magistrates to wield the sword.
He also allows that a civilian might use violence to protect his or
her property. But he imposes this stringent caveat, And yet it is not
the mere goodness of the cause that acquits the conscience from
guilt, unless there be also pure affection. So then, in order that a



man may properly and lawfully defend himself, he must first lay
aside excessive wrath, and hatred, and desire of revenge, and all
irregular sallies of passion, that nothing tempestuous may mingle
with the defense. As this is of rare occurrence, or rather, as it
scarcely ever happens, Christ properly reminds his people of the
general rule, that they should entirely abstain from using the sword
[and the gun]. (Commentary on Matthew 26:52)

So, for Calvin, an ordinary person/civilian might, in theory, resort to
violence. But in practice, given the almost impossible requirement
of dispassion for it to be just and not murder, Christians desiring to
follow Christ should “entirely abstain from using the sword [and
the gun].”

The Church discerned, given our broken and sinful humanity, that
under certain prescribed and circumscribed circumstances, a
degree of violence as a last resort might be necessary and
therefore just. But that violence is reserved for those trained and
authorized to exercise it under the law, with discipline and
dispassion. We are grateful for their service. Even so, that use of
violence is a concession to tragic human reality shaped by Sin and
not something — for Christians, anyway — to bless, revel in, or
glorify. And it is not something for individuals and civilians to take
upon themselves.

Sin & Unregulated Passions

In referring to “irregular sallies of passion,” Calvin was following
Jesus who warned against the passions of the heart that lead to sin
(cf Mark 7:21-23). In the New Testament and the Christian
tradition, sin is not just about breaking rules, it is rooted in
unregulated passions that disturb our inner peace and prevent us
from living the peace of Christ.. According to Titus 3:3, being
“slaves to various passions and pleasures” means “passing our days
in malice and envy, hated by men and hating one another.” And
when Paul lists the works of the flesh that are opposed to the
Spirit, along with “fornication, impurity, and licentiousness,” he
also lists “idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger,
quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these” (Galatians 5:19-21). In Matthew 5:21-22, Jesus
particularly warned against indulging in the passion of anger which
he said is related to murder.

And so, self-control and regulating our passions is a recurrent
theme in the New Testament and the early Church. It is rooted in
Jesus’ declaration that self-denial is a basic requirement for being
among his followers (Matt. 16:24, Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23). It is listed
as a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:23). The early Church continued
recognizing the centrality of self-control to the Christian way.

Christianity asserts that each human person is created in the image
of God and therefore sacred, beautiful, beloved of God, and of
infinite value. But we are also all caught in the interrelated web of
Sin. Even the most committed and faithful of us continues, this side
of the kingdom of God, to be susceptible to the radical, pervasive
reality of sin and uncontrolled passions that draw us from the love
of God and our neighbor.

Our sinfulness infects us deep down in our hearts and distorts our
imaginations. Thus, it infects even our best intentions. As Paul
writes, “I find it to be a law that when | want to do what is good,
evil lies close at hand” (Romans 7:21). This is true even for
followers of Jesus. It is true even if we are as sure as we can be that
our cause is just. Our hearts are still prone to selfishness, envy,
greed, deceit (not least, self-deceit), anger, hatred, desire for
revenge, and violence. Our hearts. My heart. Your heart. Not just
the “bad” guys. Not just criminals. Not just the people we do not
like. If we believe in sin at all, we believe it is radical, pervasive, and
universal. There are no “good” guys. Even the best of us is prone to
losing control and being a bad guy under stress and duress. We
should therefore be distrustful of ourselves and our motives. And,
as Calvin points out, we should distrust our ability to engage in
violence righteously given our irregular sallies of passion.

We are a society in which we all have been encouraged to give free
reign to every passion. We are all rather undisciplined and given to
unregulated sallies of passion. This is a set up for trouble. We
should not be surprised by the unprecedented levels of gun
violence in this country and the resulting heartache and grief. If we

take sin seriously, not least our own sinfulness and the sinfulness of
those who are like us, we should not be surprised that a society
flooded with guns is drowning in violence.

Christians, Weapons, and Regulation

The Second Amendment of the Constitution asserts that, “the right
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” Just
what that means in the context of the whole of the amendment
has been a subject of debate. In 2008, the Supreme Court settled
some of that debate for the time being when it decided District of
Columbia v. Heller, in which the court held for the first time that
the Second Amendment protected an individual right to gun
ownership. Specifically, it held that the amendment protected an
individual right to keep a usable handgun at home.

But that does not settle the question for Christians. The
Constitution is a remarkable document that continues to guide the
United States. But it is not inspired scripture. Christians must make
a distinction between what is legal and what is faithful and moral.
Regardless of particular laws allowing for it, it is hard to take Jesus,
the Christian tradition, and the radical reality of sin seriously and to
justify civilian disciples of Jesus owning weapons designed for war
and the killing of human beings — created in the image of God. It is
harder still to justify carrying such weapons in public where one
might be tempted to give into sinful passions and fear and
potentially kill someone. We ought not to put ourselves or others
in the position of being tempted to murder intentionally or
unintentionally. Page 5 Gun Violence, Sin, and Regulation

District of Columbia v. Heller did not rule out all regulating of
firearms. According to those involved in writing the decision, Heller
“merely established the constitutional baseline that the
government may not disarm citizens in their homes.” They go on,
The opinion expressly recognized “presumptively lawful”
regulations such as “laws imposing conditions and qualifications on
the commercial sale of arms,” as well as bans on carrying weapons
in “sensitive places,” like schools, and it noted with approval the
“historical tradition of prohibiting the carrying of ‘dangerous and
unusual weapons.” Heller also recognized the immense public
interest in “prohibitions on the possession of firearms by felons and
the mentally ill.” (John Bash and Kate Shaw, ‘We Clerked for
Justices Scalia and Stevens. America Is Getting Heller Wrong.’, The
New York Times, May 31, 2022)

That leaves quite a bit of room for us as a society to pursue
reasonable measures to address our epidemic of gun violence.
Regulating guns is not the only thing necessary to address this
epidemic. Addressing other issues like mental health, poverty,
racism, and more effective policing are also necessary. We also
need to re-evaluate our infatuation with the notion of “good”
violence

The community has a stake in finding ways to assure that our
common life is safe and good for everyone. We are not just a
collection of individuals insisting on our own rights without regard
for how the accumulation of our choices effect the whole and
shape the society in which we live. No individual freedom is
absolute, including the freedom to own weapons. Because we
recognize the reality of sin, we have various laws and regulations to
govern our common life. There are reasonable, common sense gun
safety measures which polls consistently show enjoy the support of
gun owners and non-gun owners alike that do not compromise
responsible civilian gun ownership.

Gun violence has become a public health issue as well as a moral
issue in the United States unparalleled in any other democratic,
industrialized nation. Doing nothing to address that is irresponsible.
As Jeremiah told those in exile in Babylon to “seek the welfare of
the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” For the sake of
the welfare of this nation and our souls, let us pray for the grace to
regulate ourselves, let us be peacemakers following in the
footsteps of Jesus, and let us urge our elected officials (magistrates)
to make sure that guns are well regulated to better address our
epidemic of violence.
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