
Worship with Communion 
9th Sunday After Pentecost – Becoming Beloved Community series 

 

VIDEO: Participate on any device at 10AM on July 25, 2021 
go.mysjec.com/facebook     or     go.mysjec.com/youtube  

You can watch the videos at any time after their premier. 
 

 

Welcome! We’re glad you chose to worship with us today!                  
 

♪   God’s Holy Ways are Just and True 
God’s holy ways are just and true, God’s promises are ever new. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Let ev’ry heart with praises sing, and make this house with voices ring: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Bring back to mind God’s grace and love; our needs provided from above. Alleluia, alleluia! 
God kept his word and Jesus came to make a people in God’s name. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Tell once again the deeds of old, the story of our mighty God. Alleluia, Alleluia!  
For all God’s glorious works and ways, we shall rejoice through endless days. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Words:  Psalm 111; para Barbara Woolett, c 1984.  ©1990 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.       Music:  LASST UNS ERFREUEN, 1623. 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. AMEN! 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

People AMEN!  
 

All  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord 
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. AMEN! 

go.mysjec.com/facebook
go.mysjec.com/youtube
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Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our 

necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have 
compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things 
which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we 
cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. 

People AMEN!   
 

Becoming Beloved Community – 
Commissioning for the Ministry of Justice and Reconciliation 

Celebrant  Today we will take time to rededicate ourselves to Christian service, 
especially in the ministry of justice and reconciliation. We’ve learned that 
Becoming Beloved Community is not a one-time program or project, but 
an ongoing way of being formed and re-formed by God’s love. Our 
repentance and commissioning are ongoing, as well. 

 

Dear People of God, we stand in the shadow of the prophets crying out for 
justice and peace. God calls us to be a people of reconciliation, serving a 
world in need. Courageous women and men have taken the risk of 
standing up and speaking out for the least and the lowest. This work 
involves risking ourselves for the sake of God's love, moving beyond 
ourselves in order to seek and serve Christ and one another. We are all 
called to the work and ministry of social justice and reconciliation. 

 

Celebrant Will you persevere in prayer and fellowship? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you proclaim the good news of reconciliation in both word and deed?  
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you strive to see Christ in all person, both with whom you agree 

and disagree? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant Will you seek to mend what is broken by human sin and greed? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you work toward dismantling the sin of abuse of power? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant In the name of God and of this Church, I commission you to stand up, 

speak out, and live into the reign of Christ our Savior. 
All AMEN!                
 

First Lesson 
Reader  A reading of 2nd Kings chapter 4, verses 42 through 44. 
 

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to 
the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his 
sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” But his 
servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he 
repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, 
‘They shall eat and have some left.’” He set it before them, they ate, and 
had some left, according to the word of the Lord. 

 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Unison Reading  
Reader  Let us read in unison Psalm 145, verses 10 through 19. 
 

All All your works praise you, O Lord, and your faithful servants bless 
you. They make known the glory of your dominion and speak of 
your power; so that the peoples may know of your power and the 
glorious splendor of your dominion. Your sovereignty is an 
everlasting one; your dominion endures throughout all ages. Lord, 
you are faithful in all your words and merciful in all your deeds. You 
uphold all those who fall and lift up those who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give them their food 
in due season. You open wide your hand and satisfy the needs of 
every living creature. You are righteous in all your ways and loving 
in all your works. You are near to those who call upon you, to all 
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who call upon you faithfully. You fulfil the desire of those who fear 
you, you hear their cry and help them. 

 

New Testament 
Reader  A reading of Ephesians chapter 3, verses 14 through 21. 
 

I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his 
glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being 
with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that 
you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able 
to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel             John 6. 1-21 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Celebrant Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs 
that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat 
down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the 
Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming 
toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these 
people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he 
was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not 
buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who 
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has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a 
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand 
in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as 
they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up 
the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered 
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those 
who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the 
sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet 
who is to come into the world.” When Jesus realized that they were 
about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew 
again to the mountain by himself. When evening came, his disciples 
went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to 
Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The 
sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they 
had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea 
and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, 
“It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and 
immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon  
 
Nicene Creed 
Celebrant Let us join in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
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was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. AMEN! 

 

Prayers of the People   
Reader   God of love, we pray for your church: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; 

Matt, our Bishop; for all lay and ordained ministers; and for all who seek 
you in the community of the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, 
to carry out your work of reconciliation in the world. 

All God of love, hear our prayers for the church. 
 

Reader  God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the 
world: For peace and unity across barriers of language, color, and 
creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would serve the 
common good. Inspire all people with courage to speak out against 
hatred, to actively resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of love. 

All God of freedom, hear our prayers for the world. 
 

Reader  God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our 
care: For the animals and birds, the mountains and oceans, and all 
parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. Stir up in us a 
thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that we 
may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and 
abundance that you have given us. 

All God of justice, hear our prayers for the earth. 
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Reader   God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for 
our schools and markets; for our neighborhoods and workplaces. 
Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and opportunity for 
all. Give us courage to strive for justice and peace among all people, 
beginning here at home. 

All God of peace, hear our prayers for the community. 
 

Reader  God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those 
whose lives are closely linked with ours, and those connected to us as 
part of the human family. For refugees and prisoners; for the sick and 
suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those facing violence; for all 
held down by prejudice or injustice. Awaken in us compassion and 
humility of spirit, as we seek and serve Christ in all persons. 

All God of mercy, hear our prayers for all who are in need. 
 

Reader  God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in every 
generation who have worked for justice; for prophets who called us to 
racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died because of hatred; and for 
all the communion of saints. Make us faithful to your call to proclaim 
your Good News, by word and example, and bring us at last into the 
glorious company of the saints in light. 

All God of grace, hear our prayers for those who have died. 
 

Reader  Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the 
earth, that barriers would crumble and divisions cease. Make us more 
fully your co-healers of the broken world. Unite us with all people in 
bonds of love, that the whole earth and all its peoples may be at 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All AMEN! 
 

Reader  Let us confess our sins against God and one another. 
All Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: You 

create all people in your image and call us to love one another as 
you love us. We confess that we have failed to honor you in the 
great diversity of the human family. We have desired to live in 
freedom, while building walls between ourselves and others. We 



8 

have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while 
making judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the 
shape of features, or the varieties of human experience. We have 
tried to love our neighbors individually while yet benefitting from 
systems that hold those same neighbors in oppression. Forgive us, 
Holy God. Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. 
Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love. Restore 
us in your image, to be beloved community, united in our diversity, 
even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and undivided 
Trinity, now and for ever.  AMEN! 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

People AMEN! 
 

Celebrant Let us join in prayer for all those who have celebrated or will be 
celebrating their birthdays. 

All O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 
your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow 
in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness 
all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN! 

 

Celebrant Let us join in prayer for all those who have celebrated or will be 
celebrating their anniversaries. 

All O God, you teach us through the example of Jesus that love is the 
fulfilment of the Law; help those couples celebrating anniversaries 
to persevere in love, to grow in mutual understanding, and to 
deepen their trust in each other; that in wisdom, patience and 
courage, their life together may be a source of happiness to all with 
whom they share it. AMEN! 

 

Celebrant To all of you celebrating milestones: May the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you to guide and protect you and 
all those you love, today and always!  

All  AMEN! 
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Passing the Peace 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Invitation to Communion           from the Iona Community, Scotland 
Celebrant The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table of 

company with Jesus, and all who love him.  It is the table of sharing with 
the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself.  It is the table of 
communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate.  So come to 
this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more; 
you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; 
you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come. 

 
♪   If My People     You may sing the first part or the echoed part 
If my people (If my people) called by my name (called by my name) 
turn from evil (turn from evil) and seek my face. (and seek my face.) 
If my people (If my people) called by my name (called by my name) 
turn from evil (turn from evil) and seek my face. (and seek my face.) 
I will hear, (I will hear,) I’ll forgive, (I’ll forgive,) 
I will heal, (I will heal,) will heal their land. (will heal their land.) 
I will hear, (I will hear,) I’ll forgive, (I’ll forgive,)  
I will heal, I will heal their land. 
 

We, your people (We, your people) called by your name (called by your name) 
turn from evil (turn from evil) and seek your face. (and seek your face.) 
We, your people (We, your people) called by your name (called by your name) 
turn from evil (turn from evil) and seek your face. (and seek your face.) 
Hear our cry, (Hear our cry,) Lord, forgive, (Lord, forgive,) 
come and heal, (come and heal,) come heal our land. (come heal our land.) 
Hear our cry, (Hear our cry,) Lord, forgive, (Lord, forgive,)  
come and heal, come and heal our land. 

Words: From 2 Chronicles 7:14.   Music:  Eddie Smith   ©1992 Maranatha! Music (adm The Copyright Co) 
 

 
 
 
 
 



10 

Offering Our Gifts   
Celebrant Gifts and offerings may be mailed to the church, dropped off in the 

church mail slot, or sent through your bank. There are also online giving 
options on our web site at mySJEC.com/donate. We are grateful for 
your continued financial support of our ministry and mission. 

 

Celebrant Inspire us to always share your love through action, O God: 
People Strengthen us to always be an inviting safe community for all. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
All  Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar 

space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile 
earth, our island home. 

All  By your will they were created and have their being. 
Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and 

blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of 
creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 
turned against one another. 

All  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages 
you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent 
your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the 
way of freedom and peace. 

All  By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 
Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation 

mysjec.com/donate
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who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in 
their unending hymn: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Celebrant And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a 
new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke 
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take… eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me."  

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

All  We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Celebrant Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, of 
Isaac and Rebekah, of Jacob, Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world 
about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for 
solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. 
Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

All  Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our 
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church 
gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 

All  AMEN! 
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Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. AMEN! 

 

Breaking Bread 
Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
All Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

The Celebrant gives the invitation to spiritual communion to all participating near and far. 
People In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church 

where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer 
you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you, and, since 
I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to come 
spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you, and embrace you 
with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. 
May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life and in the 
life to come. AMEN! 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN! 
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Blessing 
Celebrant May the blessing of God, who Creates, Redeems, and Sustains, be 

upon you and all you love and pray for, this day and for ever more. 
All  Alleluia! AMEN! 
 
♪   God, We See What You Have Given 
God, we see what you have given; signs of grace are everywhere! 
All around are gifts from heaven — gifts enough for all to share. 
We are stewards of your bounty, called to give as we've received; 
And your blessings have been plenty from the day we first believed. 
 

We are stewards of the richness that you send from heav'n above. 
For in Christ, you gave up greatness, humbly showing us your love. 
In a manger — gift from heaven! On a cross — with love and pain! 
You proclaimed we are forgiven; now you send us in your name. 
 

We are stewards of your welcome that you showed through Christ the Son. 
In his living and his teaching, Jesus welcomed everyone. 
To the outcast and the stranger, he showed hospitality! 
By your Spirit, may we also give the welcome we've received. 
 

We are stewards, sent out sharing, offering you our very best. 
Through our serving and our caring may we give as we've been blessed. 
God of love, may faithful living be much more than Sunday talk. 
Send us loving, serving, giving; Help us daily walk your walk! 
 

Words: ©2010 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.  Music: NETTLETON, 1813. 
 
 

Sending 
Celebrant Go forth sharing the Good News of God’s love!  Alleluia, alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 

St James Episcopal Church, 434 North 8th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220  
If you have any questions, concerns, or pastoral needs, please call The Rev Diane M Murray, Rector: 920.860.5152  

 
 

Thank you for your support! Gifts may be mailed to the church or sent through your bank. 
There are also online giving options on our web site at mySJEC.com/donate .  
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