
Worship with Communion 
17th Sunday After Pentecost – Season of Creation, week 2 

 

VIDEO: Participate on any device at 10AM on September 19, 2021 
go.mysjec.com/facebook     or     go.mysjec.com/youtube  

You can watch the videos at any time after their premier. 
 

 

Welcome! We’re glad you chose to worship with us today!                  
 

♪   We Were Born Out of the Waters 
 

We were born out of the waters that give life to all the earth. 
We were made God's sons and daughters at the font of our rebirth. 
Every day, God's waters bless us! We are nourished and renewed; 
For the waters that surround us give us life and health and food. 
 

Just as rivers join each other, all creation joins in song. 
All of nature works together, bold and beautiful and strong. 
Fish that fill a flowing river, springs of water from below 
Daily point us to the Giver from whom blessings overflow. 
 

God, we hear the troubling thunder of the shouts of "Profit first!" 
Land and streams are torn asunder till creation cries in thirst. 
God, we thirst for healthy waters and for justice for the land, 
As your faithful sons and daughters, may we rise to take a stand. 
 

God who made the whole creation, with its rivers, fields and streams, 
You have given us a vision of what caring for them means. 
May we care for all your waters, for your land, for sky above; 
May we serve you as protectors of this world that you so love.. 
 

Text:  © 2017 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  All rights reserved.     Tune:  NETTLETON , 1813. 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. AMEN! 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

People AMEN!  
 

go.mysjec.com/facebook
go.mysjec.com/youtube
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All  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord 
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. AMEN! 

 

Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but 

to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among 
things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People AMEN!   
 

The 2021 Season of Creation 
Celebrant  The Season of Creation, September 1 through October 4, is celebrated 

by Christians around the world as a time for renewing, repairing and 
restoring our relationship to God, one another, and all of creation. The 
Episcopal Church joins this international effort for prayer and action for 
climate justice and an end to environmental racism and ecological 
destruction.  

 

This year’s theme is “A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God”. The 
Psalmist proclaims “the Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.” There 
are two statements of faith at the heart of this song. The first is that 
every creature belongs to the Earth community. The second is that the 
entire community belongs to the Creator. A Greek word for this Earth 
community is oikos. Oikos is the root of the word oikoumene, or 
ecumenical, which describes our ‘common home’. Our common 
home, the Earth belongs to God, and each beloved creature belongs 
to this common oikos.  
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Thanksgiving for the Earth 
Celebrant  As we offer the following thanksgiving, please turn your body in the 

four directions at the appropriate points, if you are able.  
Creator, the strength of all creatures, we honor you. Listen to the 
thoughts of your people. We honor your Spirit who renews the world 
and calls us to care for your creation to the East, to the South, to the 
West and to the North. We live by the ways you have entrusted to us 
within the circle of life.  

People  Come Great Spirit as we gather in your name. 
Celebrant  We face East: 
Celebrant  The place of dawning, there is beauty in the morning, there the seeker 

finds new visions as each sacred day is born. All who honor life around 
them, all who honor life within, shall shine with light and glory when 
the morning comes again. 

People  And we pray: Come Holy Spirit, Come. 
Celebrant  We turn to the South: 
Celebrant  In the South, the place of growing, there is wisdom in the earth, Both 

the painful song of dying and joyful song of birth. As the Earth gives up 
her lifeblood so that her children’s hearts may beat, so we give back to 
her our reverence for the holy ground beneath our feet. 

People  And we pray: Come Holy Spirit, Come. 
Celebrant  We turn to the West: 
Celebrant  The place of seeing, there is born a vision of the servant of the 

servants, who proclaimed the Gospel to us. Guide us at the end of 
each day and fill us with your peace.  

People  And we pray: Come Holy Spirit, Come. 
Celebrant  We turn to the North: 
Celebrant  We look to God our Creator who cleanses our earth with snow, wind, 

and rain. To Jesus who fills us with the wideness of mercy and grace 
and lovingly embraces all the people. And the Holy Spirit who comes 
to inspire us. 

People  And we pray: Come Holy Spirit, Come. AMEN! 
adapted from Celebrating Creation: Honoring Indigenous People, Kelly Sherman-Conroy, ELCA 
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First Lesson 
Reader  A reading of Proverbs chapter 1, verses 20 through 33. 
 

Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. At 
the busiest corner she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she 
speaks: “How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How 
long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge? 
Give heed to my reproof; I will pour out my thoughts to you; I will make 
my words known to you. Because I have called and you refused, have 
stretched out my hand and no one heeded, and because you have 
ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof, I also will 
laugh at your calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you, when panic 
strikes you like a storm, and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, 
when distress and anguish come upon you. Then they will call upon 
me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but will not find 
me. Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord, would have none of my counsel, and despised all my reproof, 
therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way and be sated with their 
own devices. For waywardness kills the simple, and the complacency 
of fools destroys them; but those who listen to me will be secure and 
will live at ease, without dread of disaster.” 

 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Unison Reading  
Reader  Let us read in unison Psalm 19. 
 

All The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows 
the handiwork of the Lord. One day tells its tale to another, and one 
night imparts knowledge to another. Although they have no words 
or language, and their voices are not heard, their sound has gone 
out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world. In the 
deep has God set a pavilion for the sun; it comes forth like a 
bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its 
course. It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and 
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runs about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning 
heat. The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the 
testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. The 
statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. The 
fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; the judgements of 
the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are 
they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. By them also is your servant enlightened, 
and in keeping them there is great reward. Who can tell how often 
they offend? Cleanse me from my secret faults. Above all, keep 
your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion 
over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great 
offense. Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight; O Lord, my strength and my 
redeemer. 

 
New Testament 
Reader  A reading of James chapter 3, verses 1 through 12.  
 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for 
you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For 
all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in 
speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 
If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we 
guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large 
that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very 
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is 
a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 

 

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. 
The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it 
stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set 
on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 
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but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who 
are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing 
and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a 
spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish 
water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a 
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

 

Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel              Mark 8. 27-38 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Celebrant Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; 
and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly 
ordered them not to tell anyone about him. Then he began to teach 
them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
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and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon  
 
Nicene Creed 
Celebrant Let us join in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. AMEN! 

 
Prayers of the People: The Way of Love 
 

Reader   Creator God, by the mercies of your son, our Lord, Jesus, compel us to 
TURN our hearts to his Way of Love. That we might follow Jesus together 
as your faithful people, we pause, listen, and respond in prayer. 

All Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love. 
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Reader   Jesus, your life, death, resurrection, and ascension inspire the church to 
continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship. Guide your people to 
LEARN your Word, that we might see God’s story unfolding in our midst. 

All Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love. 
 

Reader   Son of God, you responded to your Father in PRAYER and pleaded that 
we might all be one. Guide the leaders and faithful citizens of this 
nation to respond to God and to one another in compassion — in 
thought and deed, with or without words — that the people of the 
United States might live in unity and peace. 

All Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love. 
 

Reader   Light of the World, you taught us to WORSHIP in spirit and in truth. 
Lead us to join with others to acknowledge the holiness of God, that 
the whole world might be united in the truth of your love. 

All Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love. 
 

Reader   Lord, you came not to be served but to serve. Empower us to BLESS one 
another and our neighbors, that your spirit of generosity, compassion, 
and selfless action transform us and the people in our midst. 

All Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love. 
 

Reader   Savior, you came into our midst that we might know life. Embolden us 
to GO among those who are weary, burdened, sick, or imprisoned, that 
we might live like you, crossing the boundaries that divide rich from 
poor, sick from well, and sinner from saint. 

All Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love. 
 

Reader   Lamb of God, in your death you destroyed death and taught us the 
way to eternal life. Compel us to daily die to self and REST in your 
grace. May all who have died rest in peace and rise in glory. 

All Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love. 
 

Reader   We lift up the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

All Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love. 
 

Reader   Lord Jesus Christ, who gave your life for the life of all, we commit our lives 
to following you. Continually guide us in your way and draw us in to live as 
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your Beloved Community in this age and in the age to come; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All AMEN! 
 

Reader   We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  AMEN! 

 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

People AMEN! 
 
 

Celebrant Let us join in prayer for all those who have celebrated or will be 
celebrating their birthdays. 

All O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 
your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow 
in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness 
all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN! 

 
 

Celebrant Let us join in prayer for all those who have celebrated or will be 
celebrating their anniversaries. 

All O God, you teach us through the example of Jesus that love is the 
fulfilment of the Law; help those couples celebrating anniversaries 
to persevere in love, to grow in mutual understanding, and to 
deepen their trust in each other; that in wisdom, patience and 
courage, their life together may be a source of happiness to all with 
whom they share it. AMEN! 

 

Celebrant To all of you celebrating milestones: May the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you to guide and protect you and 
all those you love, today and always!  
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All  AMEN! 
 

Passing the Peace 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Invitation to Communion           from the Iona Community, Scotland 
Celebrant The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table of 

company with Jesus, and all who love him.  It is the table of sharing with 
the poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself.  It is the table of 
communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate.  So come to 
this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more; 
you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; 
you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come. 

 
♪   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 
 

Come, almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Finish then thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. Alleluia! 

Words:  Charles Wesley, 1747.     Music:  HYFRYDOL, Rowland H Prichard, 1830. 

 
Offering Our Gifts   
Celebrant Gifts and offerings may be mailed to the church, dropped off in the 

church mail slot, or sent through your bank. There are also online giving 
options on our web site at mySJEC.com/donate. We are grateful for 
your continued financial support of our ministry and mission. 

 

mysjec.com/donate
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Celebrant Inspire us to always share your love through action, O God: 
People Strengthen us to always be an inviting safe community for all. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
All  Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar 

space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile 
earth, our island home. 

All  By your will they were created and have their being. 
Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and 

blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of 
creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 
turned against one another. 

All  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages 
you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent 
your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the 
way of freedom and peace. 

All  By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 
Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation 
who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in 
their unending hymn: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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Celebrant And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a 
new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke 
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take… eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me."  

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

All  We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Celebrant Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, of 
Isaac and Rebekah, of Jacob, Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world 
about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for 
solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. 
Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

All  Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our 
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church 
gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 

All  AMEN! 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
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deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. AMEN! 

 
 

Breaking Bread 
Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
All Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

The Celebrant gives the invitation to spiritual communion to all participating near and far. 
People In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church 

where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer 
you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body 
with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you, and, since 
I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to come 
spiritually into my heart. I unite myself with you, and embrace you 
with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you from me. 
May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life and in the 
life to come. AMEN! 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN! 

 
Blessing 
Celebrant May the blessing of God, who Creates, Redeems, and Sustains, be 

upon you and all you love and pray for, this day and for ever more. 
All  Alleluia! AMEN! 
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♪   Go Now with God 
 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Go now with God, go now with God. 
Into the world as a servant, Go now with God, go now with God  
Go now, go now, go now with God. Go now, go now, go now with God. 
 

Offering a hand to a stranger, Go now with God, go now with God.  
Trusting in the risen savior, Go now with God, go now with God.  
Go now, go now, go now with God. Go now, go now, go now with God. 
 

Waters of mercy have found us, Go now with God, go now with God. 
Grace on the journey surrounds us, Go now with God, go now with God. 
Go now, go now, go now with God. Go now, go now, go now with God. 
 

Crossing ev’ry boundary, ev’ry nation, Go now with God, go now with God. 
Dancing in the gift of liberation, Go now with God, go now with God.  
Go now, go now, go now with God. Go now, go now, go now with God. 
 

Words/Music: Hans Peterson & Larry Olson.   ©2006 Dakota Road Music.   All rights reserved. 
 
 

Sending 
Celebrant Go forth sharing the Good News of God’s love!  Alleluia, alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 
 
 

 
St James Episcopal Church, 434 North 8th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220  

If you have any questions, concerns, or pastoral needs, please call The Rev Diane M Murray, Rector: 920.860.5152  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your support! Gifts may be mailed to the church or sent through your bank. 
There are also online giving options on our web site at mySJEC.com/donate . 
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