
St James Episcopal Church   The Rev Diane M Murray, Rector 
434 N 8th St, Manitowoc, WI 54220  920-860-5152 (cell phone) 
920-684-8256 (church office)   920-894-5245 (daytime phone) 
info@mysjec.com    dianemarie.murray@gmail.com 
mysjec.com          Please contact Amma Diane with 
facebook.com/sjecmanitowoc        any pastoral care or other needs. 

 
Book Discussion Sundays 8:30AM (in-person/Zoom) 
UPDATED! 

Discussion of Book of Forgiving: The Fourfold 
Path for Healing Ourselves and Our World by Nobel 
laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu & his daughter, 
Anglican priest Mpho A Tutu, will begin on 6/26. This 
book helps answer the question, How do I forgive? The 
Tutus lay out the simple but profound truths about the 
significance of forgiveness, how it works, why everyone 
needs to know how to grant it and receive it, and why 
granting forgiveness is the greatest gift we can give to 
ourselves when we have been wronged. They explain the 
four-step process of forgiveness as well as offer 
meditations, exercises, and prayers. 

  By computer or other device:  go.mysjec.com/biblestudy 
  To participate from any phone, dial 1-312-626-6799 
    When prompted for Meeting ID, enter 580 876 932 # 
    When prompted for Participant ID, press # 
    When prompted for Password, enter 0 # [number zero] 
 

Worship—Sundays at 10AM (in-person/online) 
Attend in-person at 10AM, or participate LIVE at 10AM or 
view at any time after on YouTube (video links are also 
shared on Facebook):      go.mysjec.com/youtube 

6/19 Pentecost 2: Fathers & father figures 
6/26 Pentecost 3: World Refugee Day observance 

7/3 Pentecost 4: Independence Day weekend 
 

Fellowship—Sundays at 11:15AM (in-person) 
Please join us downstairs after worship each week for 
refreshments, snacks, and conversation. Coffee, tea, and 
water will be provided. We invite anybody who is 
interested to bring snacks/treats to share any week.  

 

Mid-Week Worship—Wed at 4:30PM (Zoom) 
On break —resumes with new 4:30PM time on July 13. 

  By computer or other device:  go.mysjec.com/Wednesday 

  To participate from any phone, dial 1-312-626-6799 
    When prompted for Meeting ID, enter 670 567 006 # 
    When prompted for Participant ID, press # 
    When prompted for Password, enter 0 # [number zero] 
 

Morning Prayer—Fridays at 7:00AM (Zoom) 
  By computer or other device:  go.mysjec.com/Friday 
  To participate from any phone, dial 1-312-626-6799 
    When prompted for Meeting ID, enter 831 5230 0483 # 
    When prompted for Participant ID, press # 
    When prompted for Password, enter 0 # [number zero] 

Masks are optional for all church activities. Distancing is still a safer practice. Thanks! 

Celebrating Our Mission, Service, & Ministries 

Help us grow the St James Tree of Life! One of our sub-
goals is to “Regularly celebrate the mission, service, and 
ministries of individuals, inviting them to share these 
experiences to educate and encourage others”.  

We invite you to sign up for a date to share briefly (1-3 
minutes) about any mission, service, or ministry you are 
involved in through St James, another organization, or in 
your own way. You can share what you do, why you 
became involved, and anything else you’d like to add. If 
you’re involved in more than one mission, service, or 
ministry, we invite you to sign up to share on more than 
one date. It’s okay if more than one person shares about 
the same thing on different dates. Thanks! 

If you have any questions, please talk to Chris Eggert-
Rosenthal, Tony Karl, or Amma Diane. 

Please pray for upcoming General Convention  
(7/8-7/11) & Lambeth Conference (7/26-8/8) 

The 80th General Convention of The Episcopal Church 
will take place July 8-11 in Baltimore, MD.  The General 
Convention is the governing body of The Episcopal 
Church. The Convention is a bicameral legislature that 
includes the House of Deputies, which has more than 800 
members, and the House of Bishops, which is comprised 
of nearly 300 active and retired bishops. The Convention 
meets every three years and has the authority to amend 
the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church; 
adopt the budget for the church for the next three years; 
authorize liturgical texts and amend the Book of 
Common Prayer; adopt communions and covenants with 
other churches; set qualifications for orders of ministry 
and office-holders; elect officers of the General 
Convention, the Executive Council, and members of 
boards; and delegate responsibilities to the interim 
bodies of The Episcopal Church. The schedule has been 
shortened this year due to COVID. 

The 15th Lambeth Conference will take place July 26—
August 8 in Lambeth, England. The Episcopal Church is 
part of the Anglican branch of Christianity. The Lambeth 
Conference is a gathering of bishops from across the 
Anglican Communion  for prayer and reflection, 
fellowship and dialogue on church and world affairs. 
With the theme of ‘God’s Church for God’s World - 
walking, listening and witnessing together,’ the 
conference will explore what it means for the Anglican 
Communion to be responsive to the needs of a 21st 
Century world.  



Vestry Notes 

• Plaster work in the Chapel has been completed., and 
most of the re-painting is complete. 

• In June we’ll be adjusting the positioning of our 
pews, rotating them inward at a small angle. This is 
to help enhance our feeling of being in community 
while we worship. This plan was discussed by the 
congregation several times previously and delayed 
for a few years due to COVID and other work. 

• We will be installing a new mailbox by the State St 
glass doors and eventually making our 8th St door for 
emergency use only. This is to increase safety.  

• We will be hosting some movie-watching events at St 
James in the near future. If you have suggestions for 
days/times you prefer, please let Amma Diane know. 

• We’re resuming work on previously delayed parking 
lot labyrinth and little free library projects.  

• Financial reports are posted outside the office. 

Next Vestry meeting will be on Zoom at 5PM on 6/28. 

Sunday Fellowship time  

We’ve resumed Fellowship time with snacks and 
refreshments after Worship every Sunday. Coffee, tea, 
and water will be provided. As we transition back to this, 
we invite anybody who is interested to bring snacks/
treats to share any week. Over the Summer, we’ll 
determine if we want to adapt this as we move into the 
Fall. We invite everybody to take turns helping with the 
simple clean-up—there is a sign-up sheet in church. 

UPDATED! Prayers for the Week 
Healing/Comfort/Strength: Steve & Marybeth, Virginia, 
Elizabeth, Vanessa, Debbie, Silas, Laurie, Geno, Bonnie, 
Bonnie & Charlie, Marcia & John, Chip & Janice, Steven, 
Len & Margaret, Mary, Vicki, Tom, Grace, Matthew, Sid, 
Shelley, Karleen, Judy M & Misty, Al, Richard, Lisa B, 
Mike, Bishop Matt & Leslie, Pete, Dave, Nancy T, Brian M. 

Guidance & Discernment: Tim, Guy & Mary, Kurt, 
Ronald, Alison, Susie, Brian & Lisa, Frankie, Deb & Jim, 
Joy’s grandson. 

Serving in the Military:   Jordan, Ian, Logan, Keaton, 
Marshall, Jacob, Jack. 

Additional Prayers we offer include: For Peace in our 
world... for the people of Ukraine, Russia, Afghanistan, 
Haiti, Israel, Gaza, Sudan, Madagascar and missionary 
families. In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for 
Christ the King, Sturgeon Bay and St George’s Mission 
District, Masvingo. We pray for the Diocesan Summer 
Camps starting June 19. In the Anglican cycle of prayer, 
we pray for Province of the Episcopal Church of South 
Sudan. For the Dioceses of Fond du Lac, Eau Claire, and 
Milwaukee and the trialogue taking place among them. 
For people living with mental illness. For Painting 
Pathways Clubhouse. Hope House families. The men of 
The Haven. We pray for those working in government in 
our cities, state, country, and the world. We pray for our 
neighborhood. For the people around the world affected 
by the coronavirus pandemic. Pray for an end to violence, 
racism and social injustice in our country and around the 
world. Pray for people around the world dealing with 
severe weather and related damage, injury, and deaths. 
We pray for those in the world who do not have enough 
to eat, may we help to keep food available to all.  

We offer thanks for:  Diane our Rector, Chris and Mary, 
our Wardens, our Vestry and other ministry leaders, 
staff, and every person in this congregation. Bishop Matt 
Gunter and his wife Leslie and family. Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry and his wife, Sharon. Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby. For our companion Diocese of 
Masvingo in Zimbabwe and the appointment of Reverend 
Friar Fungayi Nyandoro as the Vicar General of Masvingo 
Diocese until a Diocesan Ordinary (Bishop) is elected.   

We Pray for the Departed:  Tom & Audrey, Audrey & 
Clayton, Pat, Myrna, Cindy, Joe, Paul, Clarence & Liese, 
Deena, Shirley, David Johnson, Gary Drohman, Mitch, all 
who have died as a result of gun violence. 

 

Milestones 
We pray for those celebrating milestones: 

Birthdays: 6/4 Amma Diane Murray; 6/9 Jill Short; 6/15 
Sally Hunner; 6/22 Sandra Olson; 6/28 Peggy Turnbull; 
6/29 David Grams. 

Anniversaries: 6/3 Hugh & Liz Foster; 6/6 Murray & 
Nancy Sim; 6/11 Chuck Wernecke & Dianne Wilson; 6/16 
Bob & Peggy Turnbull; 6/19 Karleen & Skip Cole; 6/29 
Mike & Sharon Laughrin. 

Ordination Anniversary: 5/23 Amma Diane 

If you would like your prayer requests to be included  
on our list, or to add a milestone, please contact  
Amma Diane Murray by phone (920-860-5152)  

or email (dianemarie.murray@gmail.com).  

“Helping Our Neighbors” mission project  

The poverty rate in Manitowoc is about 14%, and hunger 
continues to impact families and individuals. Over the 

next few months, 
we invite you to 
bring non-
perishable food, 
hygiene products, 
and personal care 
items to donate as 
often as you are 

able. We’ll have a collection spot in the front left of the 
Sanctuary near the piano (similar to what we did in 
Advent), and volunteers will periodically deliver these 
items to Peter’s Pantry. If you’d like to contribute 
financially, label your gift “Helping Our 
Neighbors” (checks payable to St James). 

New sanctuary fans 

New fans have been purchased and set up around the 
perimeter of the Sanctuary. Fans are positioned to 
provide maximum circulation for overall comfort. When 
the fans are on, please leave them set as they are —do 
not move, adjust, or turn off. If it is too drafty for you 
near the outer aisles, please move toward the center 
aisle while the fans are in use. Thanks! 



Gun Violence, Sin, and Regulation  
A Teaching for the Church, by The Rt Rev Matt Gunter, Bishop of 

Fond du Lac/Bishop Provisional of Eau Claire 

• Gun violence has become a public health issue in the United 
States unparalleled in any other democratic, industrialized nation. 
This is not just about politics; it is a moral issue.  

• Jesus calls his disciples to deny themselves and follow in his 
footsteps which are steps of mercy, peace, and reconciliation  

• Christianity asserts that each human person is created in the image 
of God and therefore sacred, beautiful, beloved of God, and of infinite 
value. But we are also all caught in the interrelated web of Sin.  

• Seeking to be faithful to Jesus’ way of peace and recognizing to 
radical reality of Sin that affects us all, the Church tradition has 
insisted that the use of weapons be restricted to those officially 
authorized to do so  

• Knowing our own sinful tendencies and unruly passions, 
Christians are right to distrust ourselves with weapons designed to 
kill other human beings  

• Regardless of laws and regulations, Christians are called to a life 
of peace, witnessing to the hope of resurrection.  

• There is room, even within an open interpretation of the Second 
Amendment, to advocate for more effective gun safety measures 
for the sake of the welfare of society.  

Introduction  
Gun violence has become a public health issue in the United States 
unparalleled in any other democratic, industrialized nation. This is 
not just about politics; it is a moral issue. We are regular shocked, if 
no longer surprised by mass murders. Gun violence in our cities 
and elsewhere has become so common as to hardly make the 
news. Guns are now the leading cause of death for American 
children. They are common cause of fatal accidents in homes and a 
common means of suicide. Sadly, the list goes on and on.  

The Anglican Tradition has not been a pacifist tradition. It has 
allowed that, under certain circumstances, “It is lawful for Christian 
men [and women], at the commandment of the Magistrate, to 
wear weapons, and serve in the wars" (Articles of Religion XXXVII). 
This has been the majority position of most of the Christian Church 
generally for most of its history. But it is also the case, even with 
that, that there is in the Church’s teaching a deep ambivalence 
about the use of violence, the passions in the human heart that 
lead to violence, and the passions that violence enflames.  

Scripture  
The Church’s ambivalence about violence is rooted in the life and 
teaching of Jesus and the witness of the New Testament.  

The Birth Narratives that we remember every Christmas serve as a 
prologue and summary of the Gospel. In Luke 1:78-79, Zechariah 
prophesies of Jesus that he will “guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” When the angels appear to the shepherds proclaiming glad 
tidings of great joy at the coming of a savior, they sing of peace on 
earth as part of what salvation is about (Luke 2:14). At his death on 
the cross, Jesus prayed forgiveness for his killers and those who 
taunted him as he hung dying (Luke 23:34).  

Between the bookends of his birth and death, Jesus, in his words 
and actions, demonstrated a consistent pattern. There is the clear 
command in the Sermon on the Mount to not resist evil and to 
turn the other cheek (Matthew 5:39), to love our enemies 
(Matthew 5:43), and to perfectly show mercy to the evil and the 
good so that we might be children of our Father in heaven 
(Matthew 5:45-48). The warning against anger (Matthew 5:21-22) 
fits the pattern. Beyond the Sermon, Jesus expresses grief over 
Jerusalem for its refusal to pursue the way of peace (Luke 19:42). 
He declares that his peace is different from this world’s (John 
14:27). He rebukes his disciples for desiring to exact retribution on 
the Samaritans who did not welcome him (Luke 9:55), a verse 
made even more telling in the King James Version in which Jesus 
adds, “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.” He 
emphatically rebukes Peter for drawing a weapon to defend Jesus 
and perhaps himself (Matthew 26:52). And at the last, Jesus 
refuses to defend himself with the “twelve legions of angels” that 
were ready at hand for his defense (Matthew 26:53). From the 

beginning to the end and in-between Jesus demonstrates a 
consistent pattern of peacefulness and rejection of violence, 
certainly lethal violence, even in self-defense.  

Jesus calls his would-be disciples to deny themselves, take up the 
cross and follow him (Matthew 16:24) patterning our lives after his. 
He left us an example, so that we should follow in his steps (1 Peter 
2:21) and “walk in love as he loved us and gave himself for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5:1). He calls 
them to be peacemakers (Mathew 5:9), sharing in his ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18).  

Following Jesus puts us at odds with the pattern of this world with 
its selfishness, violence, vengeance, and self/group-preservation. 
That is the pattern of the world to which we are warned not to 
conform in Romans 12:2. Romans 12 goes on to describe a 
community patterning its life on Jesus, including these echoes of 
Jesus, “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them” and, “Repay no one evil for evil, etc.” (Romans 12:17-21). 
This is a thread that runs through the New Testament, most 
explicitly in passages like 1 Thessalonians 5:15, 1 Peter 2:20-25, 1 
Peter 3:9-12, Hebrews 12:14, and James 3:18.  

Tradition  
This witness of the New Testament, along with the assurance that 
Death had been defeated in the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
led the earliest Christians to embrace a commitment to 
nonviolence as the best way to “follow in his steps.” That attitude 
began to change some after the formal conversion of the Roman 
Empire. But only somewhat. There was a growing acceptance that 
government officials, including soldiers, might be authorized under 
specific conditions to use force and violence. But violence on a 
personal level was still considered sinful. St. Ambrose (340-397), 
Bishop of Milan, wrote, I do not think that a Christian, a just and a 
wise man, ought to save his own life by the death of another; just 
as when he meets with an armed robber he cannot return his 
blows, lest in defending his life he should stain his love toward his 
neighbor. The verdict on this is plain and clear in the books of the 
Gospel, “Put up thy sword, for everyone that taketh the sword shall 
perish with the sword.” (Matthew 26: 52). What robber is more 
hateful than the persecutor who came to kill Christ? But Christ 
would not be defended from the wounds of the persecutor, for He 
willed to heal all by His wounds. (On the Duties of the Clergy)  

St. Augustine (354-430), Bishop of Hippo, is the most influential 
theologian in Christian history. He allowed that violence can be 
exercised faithfully by those to whom authority to do so is 
delegated by the government on behalf of the community, i.e., the 
courts, police, and the military. But that was only true for the one 
to whom authority was delegated. He concludes that to kill without 
that authority can only be murder (The City of God, I.21). He also 
wrote, As to killing others in order to defend one's own life, I do not 
approve of this, unless one happens to be a soldier or public 
functionary acting, not for himself, but in defense of others or of the 
city in which he resides, if he acts according to the commission 
lawfully given him, and in the manner becoming his office. (Letter 
47, To Publicola, sec. 5)  

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) was the most influential 
theologian of the Middle Ages. Going further than the witness of 
Jesus, he allows that using force in self-defense is permissible. But 
that should be done without the intent to kill. But as it is unlawful 
to take a man's life, except for the public authority acting for the 
common good, as stated above (Article 3), it is not lawful for a man 
to intend killing a man in self-defense, except for such as have 
public authority, who while intending to kill a man in self-defense, 
refer this to the public good, as in the case of a soldier fighting 
against the foe, and in the minister of the judge struggling with 
robbers, although even these sin if they be moved by private 
animosity. (cf. Summa Theologia, II-II, 64,7)  

The great Reformer, John Calvin’s teaching significantly influenced 
early Anglicanism. In his commentary on Matthew 26:52 and 
elsewhere, he defends the right of magistrates to wield the sword. 
He also allows that a civilian might use violence to protect his or 
her property. But he imposes this stringent caveat, And yet it is not 
the mere goodness of the cause that acquits the conscience from 
guilt, unless there be also pure affection. So then, in order that a 



man may properly and lawfully defend himself, he must first lay 
aside excessive wrath, and hatred, and desire of revenge, and all 
irregular sallies of passion, that nothing tempestuous may mingle 
with the defense. As this is of rare occurrence, or rather, as it 
scarcely ever happens, Christ properly reminds his people of the 
general rule, that they should entirely abstain from using the sword 
[and the gun]. (Commentary on Matthew 26:52)  

So, for Calvin, an ordinary person/civilian might, in theory, resort to 
violence. But in practice, given the almost impossible requirement 
of dispassion for it to be just and not murder, Christians desiring to 
follow Christ should “entirely abstain from using the sword [and 
the gun].”  

The Church discerned, given our broken and sinful humanity, that 
under certain prescribed and circumscribed circumstances, a 
degree of violence as a last resort might be necessary and 
therefore just. But that violence is reserved for those trained and 
authorized to exercise it under the law, with discipline and 
dispassion. We are grateful for their service. Even so, that use of 
violence is a concession to tragic human reality shaped by Sin and 
not something – for Christians, anyway – to bless, revel in, or 
glorify. And it is not something for individuals and civilians to take 
upon themselves.  

Sin & Unregulated Passions  
In referring to “irregular sallies of passion,” Calvin was following 
Jesus who warned against the passions of the heart that lead to sin 
(cf Mark 7:21-23). In the New Testament and the Christian 
tradition, sin is not just about breaking rules, it is rooted in 
unregulated passions that disturb our inner peace and prevent us 
from living the peace of Christ.. According to Titus 3:3, being 
“slaves to various passions and pleasures” means “passing our days 
in malice and envy, hated by men and hating one another.” And 
when Paul lists the works of the flesh that are opposed to the 
Spirit, along with “fornication, impurity, and licentiousness,” he 
also lists “idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, 
quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and 
things like these” (Galatians 5:19-21). In Matthew 5:21-22, Jesus 
particularly warned against indulging in the passion of anger which 
he said is related to murder.  

And so, self-control and regulating our passions is a recurrent 
theme in the New Testament and the early Church. It is rooted in 
Jesus’ declaration that self-denial is a basic requirement for being 
among his followers (Matt. 16:24, Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23). It is listed 
as a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:23). The early Church continued 
recognizing the centrality of self-control to the Christian way.  

Christianity asserts that each human person is created in the image 
of God and therefore sacred, beautiful, beloved of God, and of 
infinite value. But we are also all caught in the interrelated web of 
Sin. Even the most committed and faithful of us continues, this side 
of the kingdom of God, to be susceptible to the radical, pervasive 
reality of sin and uncontrolled passions that draw us from the love 
of God and our neighbor.  

Our sinfulness infects us deep down in our hearts and distorts our 
imaginations. Thus, it infects even our best intentions. As Paul 
writes, “I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, 
evil lies close at hand” (Romans 7:21). This is true even for 
followers of Jesus. It is true even if we are as sure as we can be that 
our cause is just. Our hearts are still prone to selfishness, envy, 
greed, deceit (not least, self-deceit), anger, hatred, desire for 
revenge, and violence. Our hearts. My heart. Your heart. Not just 
the “bad” guys. Not just criminals. Not just the people we do not 
like. If we believe in sin at all, we believe it is radical, pervasive, and 
universal. There are no “good” guys. Even the best of us is prone to 
losing control and being a bad guy under stress and duress. We 
should therefore be distrustful of ourselves and our motives. And, 
as Calvin points out, we should distrust our ability to engage in 
violence righteously given our irregular sallies of passion.  

We are a society in which we all have been encouraged to give free 
reign to every passion. We are all rather undisciplined and given to 
unregulated sallies of passion. This is a set up for trouble. We 
should not be surprised by the unprecedented levels of gun 
violence in this country and the resulting heartache and grief. If we 

take sin seriously, not least our own sinfulness and the sinfulness of 
those who are like us, we should not be surprised that a society 
flooded with guns is drowning in violence.  

Christians, Weapons, and Regulation  
The Second Amendment of the Constitution asserts that, “the right 
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” Just 
what that means in the context of the whole of the amendment 
has been a subject of debate. In 2008, the Supreme Court settled 
some of that debate for the time being when it decided District of 
Columbia v. Heller, in which the court held for the first time that 
the Second Amendment protected an individual right to gun 
ownership. Specifically, it held that the amendment protected an 
individual right to keep a usable handgun at home.  

But that does not settle the question for Christians. The 
Constitution is a remarkable document that continues to guide the 
United States. But it is not inspired scripture. Christians must make 
a distinction between what is legal and what is faithful and moral. 
Regardless of particular laws allowing for it, it is hard to take Jesus, 
the Christian tradition, and the radical reality of sin seriously and to 
justify civilian disciples of Jesus owning weapons designed for war 
and the killing of human beings – created in the image of God. It is 
harder still to justify carrying such weapons in public where one 
might be tempted to give into sinful passions and fear and 
potentially kill someone. We ought not to put ourselves or others 
in the position of being tempted to murder intentionally or 
unintentionally. Page 5 Gun Violence, Sin, and Regulation  

District of Columbia v. Heller did not rule out all regulating of 
firearms. According to those involved in writing the decision, Heller 
“merely established the constitutional baseline that the 
government may not disarm citizens in their homes.” They go on, 
The opinion expressly recognized “presumptively lawful” 
regulations such as “laws imposing conditions and qualifications on 
the commercial sale of arms,” as well as bans on carrying weapons 
in “sensitive places,” like schools, and it noted with approval the 
“historical tradition of prohibiting the carrying of ‘dangerous and 
unusual weapons.’” Heller also recognized the immense public 
interest in “prohibitions on the possession of firearms by felons and 
the mentally ill.” (John Bash and Kate Shaw, ‘We Clerked for 
Justices Scalia and Stevens. America Is Getting Heller Wrong.’, The 
New York Times, May 31, 2022)  

That leaves quite a bit of room for us as a society to pursue 
reasonable measures to address our epidemic of gun violence. 
Regulating guns is not the only thing necessary to address this 
epidemic. Addressing other issues like mental health, poverty, 
racism, and more effective policing are also necessary. We also 
need to re-evaluate our infatuation with the notion of “good” 
violence  

The community has a stake in finding ways to assure that our 
common life is safe and good for everyone. We are not just a 
collection of individuals insisting on our own rights without regard 
for how the accumulation of our choices effect the whole and 
shape the society in which we live. No individual freedom is 
absolute, including the freedom to own weapons. Because we 
recognize the reality of sin, we have various laws and regulations to 
govern our common life. There are reasonable, common sense gun 
safety measures which polls consistently show enjoy the support of 
gun owners and non-gun owners alike that do not compromise 
responsible civilian gun ownership.  

Gun violence has become a public health issue as well as a moral 
issue in the United States unparalleled in any other democratic, 
industrialized nation. Doing nothing to address that is irresponsible. 
As Jeremiah told those in exile in Babylon to “seek the welfare of 
the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” For the sake of 
the welfare of this nation and our souls, let us pray for the grace to 
regulate ourselves, let us be peacemakers following in the 
footsteps of Jesus, and let us urge our elected officials (magistrates) 
to make sure that guns are well regulated to better address our 
epidemic of violence.  


