Worship with Communion
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Labor Day Weekend
VIDEO: View & interact on any device live at 10AM on September 6
go.mysjec.com/facebook or go.mysjec.com/youtube
You can watch the videos at any time after they air live.

Welcome! We’re glad that you chose to worship with us today!

Amma Diane

♪ O God Our Creator, You Work Every Day
O God our Creator, you work every day:
A potter, you form us — your people — like clay.
A shepherd, you guide us and seek out the lost.
A parent, you love us, not counting the cost.
Christ Jesus, how rough were your hard-working hands!
You labored among us; our God understands!
Bless workers who struggle, their families to feed;
Bless those who face hardship, oppression, or greed.
Lord, some live among us who need constant care,
Whose work is to make us more humbly aware.
They teach us the best of your lessons, by far:
It's not what we do, Lord, you love who we are!
We're baptized! Your Spirit gives new work to do,
That we, through our serving, may glorify you.
Each person's vocation, each calling, has worth
As you send us out to bring Christ's love on earth.
Text: Copyright © 2000 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

Celebrant
All

Tune: ST DENIO, Traditional Welsh melody.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. AMEN!

Labor Day Weekend
Celebrant
On this Labor Day Weekend we take time to remember the contributions that all of us
make in restoring God’s dominion in the world. We take time to remember that each of us
in our particular vocations are in partnership with God. Not all of us have employment that
is full time or paid; even if we do, that job might not be our primary vocation. Our vocations
may evolve throughout our lives, including retirement. Think about what your vocation is at
this time in your life. What is God calling you to do or be? It might be related to what you’re
paid to do, what you do to care for others, what you’re studying, or something else entirely.
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Let us thank God for all who have responded to Christ’s call to serve him in the world.

We know that you call us to serve our neighbor in love in the world in which we live.
For those who seek both to glorify you and to help their neighbor through their work.
For those actively involved in the political processes of our community, state, and nation.
For those working for social justice, fair housing, and equal opportunity for all people.
For those who work to make our community a safe and pleasant place to live,
including our many essential workers and first responders.
For those who serve as homemakers, providing care and nourishment for families.
For those who teach and care for our children, both paid staff and volunteers.
For the professionals, volunteers, and visitors who minister to the physically or mentally ill.
For those who visit the lonely and the shut-in, for those who find time to listen to the
troubled and distressed, for those who can offer the gift of time and presence.
For those who serve the hungry, homeless, imprisoned, and unemployed.
For all other labor and vocations, especially those whose efforts are unseen and
unsung, but who carry Christ’s ministry in the world.
Let us thank God for the love we have experienced in Christ Jesus, who motivates and
empowers us to serve others in his name.
O Lord, we recall the words of your Son when he said, “I came not to be served, but to
serve.” He saw our needs and he ministered to us in love. We thank you for calling us
to follow in his footsteps. We ask you to work through us, and help us always to work
for you. Keep our eyes open to the possibilities around us; grant us strength and
courage to serve Christ and others. In Christ’s name we pray. AMEN!

First Lesson
Reader 1

Reader 1
People

Romans 13.8-14

A reading of Romans 13.8-14.
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word,
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Unison Reading
Reader 1
Let us read in unison Psalm 119.33-40.

Psalm 119.33-40

All
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Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. Give me

understanding, and I shall keep your law; I shall keep it with all my heart. Make me go
in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. Incline my heart to your
decrees and not to unjust gain. Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; give
me life in your ways. Fulfill your promise to your servant, which you make to those who
fear you. Turn away the reproach which I dread, because your judgments are good.
Behold, I long for your commandments; in your righteousness preserve my life.

Gospel
Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Sermon

Matthew 18. 15-20

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when
the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you
are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two
of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.
For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Amma Diane

Nicene Creed
Celebrant
Let us join in the words of the Nicene Creed.
All
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. AMEN!
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Prayers of the People
Reader 2
Creator God, by the mercies of your son, our Lord, Jesus, compel us to TURN our hearts to
his Way of Love. That we might follow Jesus together as your faithful people, we pause,
listen, and respond in prayer.
All
Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love.
Reader 2

All
Reader 2

All
Reader 2

All
Reader 2

All
Reader 2

All

Jesus, your life, death, resurrection, and ascension inspire the church to continue in the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship. Guide your people to LEARN your Word, that we might
see God’s story unfolding in our midst.
Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love.
Son of God, you responded to your Father in PRAYER and pleaded that we might all be
one. Guide the leaders and faithful citizens of this nation to respond to God and to one
another in compassion — in thought and deed, with or without words — that the people of
the United States might live in unity and peace.
Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love.
Light of the World, you taught us to WORSHIP in spirit and in truth. Lead us to join with
others to acknowledge the holiness of God, that the whole world might be united in the
truth of your love.
Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love.
Lord, you came not to be served but to serve. Empower us to BLESS one another and our
neighbors, that your spirit of generosity, compassion, and selfless action transform us and
the people in our midst.
Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love.
Savior, you came into our midst that we might know life. Embolden us to GO among those
who are weary, burdened, sick, or imprisoned, that we might live like you, crossing the
boundaries that divide rich from poor, sick from well, and sinner from saint.
Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love.

Reader 2

Lamb of God, in your death you destroyed death and taught us the way to eternal life.
Compel us to daily die to self and REST in your grace. May all who have died rest in peace
and rise in glory.

All

Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love.

Reader 2

We lift up the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

All

Jesus, guide us in your Way of Love.

Reader 2

Lord Jesus Christ, who gave your life for the life of all, we commit our lives to following you.
Continually guide us in your way and draw us in to live as your Beloved Community in this
age and in age to come; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

All

AMEN!

Reader 2

5
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

All

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. AMEN!

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

All

AMEN!

Passing the Peace
Celebrant
The peace of Christ be always with you.
People
And also with you.
Invitation to Communion
from the Iona Community, Scotland
Celebrant
The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready. It is the table of company with
Jesus, and all who love him. It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom
Jesus identified himself. It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ
became incarnate. So come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would
like to have more; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long
time; you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; come.
♪ One Bread, One Body
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.
Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man, no more.
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.
Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord, of all.
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one, for all.
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless.
Words & Music: John B Foley, SJ, ©1978, Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Offering Our Gifts
Celebrant
Gifts and offerings may be mailed to the church or sent through your bank. There are also
online giving options on our web site at mysjec.com/donate. Thank you for your financial
support as we’ve adapted our ministry and mission together these past few months.
Celebrant
People

Inspire us to always share your love through action, O God:
Strengthen us to always be an inviting safe community for all.

Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
All
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
All
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
All
Glory to you for ever and ever.
Celebrant
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies,
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
All
By your will they were created and have their being.
Celebrant
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
All
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Celebrant

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

All

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
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On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it

to his friends, and said, "Take… eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

All
Celebrant

All

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, of Isaac and Rebekah, of
Jacob, Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand
at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only,
and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

All

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from
generation to generation.
AMEN!

Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. AMEN!

Celebrant

Breaking Bread
Celebrant
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
All
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Celebrant gives the invitation to spiritual communion to all participating near and far.
Celebrant
All

Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. AMEN!
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Blessing
Celebrant
All

May the blessing of God, who Creates, Redeems, and Sustains, be upon you and all you
love and pray for, this day and for ever more.
Alleluia! AMEN!

♪ Lord, You Give the Great Commission
Lord, you give the Great Commission: "Heal the sick and preach the word."
Lest the church neglect its mission and the Gospel go unheard,
help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity:
With the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
Lord, you call us to your service: "In my name baptize and teach."
That the world may trust your promise, life abundant meant for each,
give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community:
With the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
Lord, you show us love's true measure: "Father, what they do, forgive."
Yet we hoard as private treasure all that you so freely give.
May your care and mercy lead us to a just society;
With the Spirit's gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
Words: Jeffrey Rowthorn, 1978, ©1978 by Hope Publishing. Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, 1942, Cyril V Taylor. © 1942,1970 Hope Pub.

Sending
Celebrant
All

Go forth into the world, sharing the Good News of God's love. Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia!

St James Episcopal Church, 434 North 8th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220
If you have any questions, concerns, or pastoral needs, please call The Rev Diane M Murray, Rector: 920.860.5152

Thank you for your support! Gifts may be mailed to the church or sent through your bank.
There are also online giving options on our web site at mysjec.com/donate .
September’s special offering supports Painting Pathways Clubhouse—please label accordingly.
Scripture texts from The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), ©1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Certain music and lyrics are published by GIA Publications Inc, 7404 S Mason Ave, Chicago IL
60638. Certain music and lyrics reprinted under OneLicense.net #A727048 and/or CCLI license #1490833. All rights reserved.

