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Book Discussion Sundays 8:30AM (in-person/Zoom) 
UPDATED! 

No discussion on 6/12. The Sunday morning 
discussion of the book Looking for God in the Messy 
Places: A Book About Hope by Jake Owensby concluded 
on 6/5. Another book discussion will start soon. Talk to 
Amma Diane for more details.  

  By computer or other device:  go.mysjec.com/biblestudy 
  To participate from any phone, dial 1-312-626-6799 
    When prompted for Meeting ID, enter 580 876 932 # 
    When prompted for Participant ID, press # 
    When prompted for Password, enter 0 # [number zero] 
 

Worship—Sundays at 10AM (in-person/online) 
Attend in-person at 10AM, or participate LIVE at 10AM or 
view at any time after on YouTube (video links are also 
shared on Facebook):      go.mysjec.com/youtube 

6/5 The Day of Pentecost  
6/12 Trinity Sunday: LGBTQ+ Awareness 

6/19 Pentecost 2: Fathers & father figures 
6/26 Pentecost 3: World Refugee Day observance 

7/3 Pentecost 4: Independence Day weekend 
 

Fellowship—Sundays at 11:15AM (in-person) 
Please join us downstairs after worship each week for 
refreshments, snacks, and conversation. Coffee, tea, and 
water will be provided. We invite anybody who is 
interested to bring snacks/treats to share any week.  

 

Mid-Week Worship—Wednesdays at 4PM (Zoom) 
  By computer or other device:  go.mysjec.com/Wednesday 

  To participate from any phone, dial 1-312-626-6799 
    When prompted for Meeting ID, enter 670 567 006 # 
    When prompted for Participant ID, press # 
    When prompted for Password, enter 0 # [number zero] 
 

Morning Prayer—Fridays at 7:00AM (Zoom) 
  By computer or other device:  go.mysjec.com/Friday 
  To participate from any phone, dial 1-312-626-6799 
    When prompted for Meeting ID, enter 831 5230 0483 # 
    When prompted for Participant ID, press # 
    When prompted for Password, enter 0 # [number zero] 

Masks are optional for all church activities. 
Distancing is still a safer practice. Thanks! 

Thanks for your support! 

We appreciate your continued financial support while we 
are being the church in these different ways. Checks can 
be mailed to or dropped off at the church. You can also 
set up payments through your bank or donate online at 
mysjec.com/donate . Please contact Amma Diane if you 
need help connecting to assistance or resources. Our 
special offering for the month of June goes to the 
Rector’s Discretionary Fund—please label accordingly. 

Please share your photos for our upcoming  
service remembering fathers & father figures 

Due June 15—Please send photos for our June 19 service 
of your grandfathers, fathers, sons, spouses, or 
yourself... other relatives, friends, and people from our 
church... or anybody else who has been like a father, 
spiritual or otherwise, in the lives of you or your loved 
ones. We'll also reuse photos from last year unless we 
hear otherwise from you. Send photos by June 15.  

Please share your photos to be included in slideshows 
during our Worship services. Send in as many as you like. 
We’ll also re-use photos you shared last year unless we 
hear otherwise from you. As with photo requests for our 
previous Worship services, we do not include names or 
other identifying information for privacy. Please send 
your photos to Worship Coordinator Tony Karl (email 
them to info@mysjec.com, text them to him, or give 
them to him and he can scan them for you). Please send 
your photos as soon as possible. Thanks!  

Celebrating Our Mission, Service, & Ministries 

Help us grow the St James Tree of Life! One of our sub-
goals is to “Regularly celebrate the mission, service, and 
ministries of individuals, inviting them to share these 
experiences to educate and encourage others”.  

We invite you to sign up for a date to share briefly (1-3 
minutes) about any mission, service, or ministry you are 
involved in through St James, another organization, or in 
your own way. You can share what you do, why you 
became involved, and anything else you’d like to add. If 
you’re involved in more than one mission, service, or 
ministry, we invite you to sign up to share on more than 
one date. It’s okay if more than one person shares about 
the same thing on different dates. Thanks! 

If you have any questions, please talk to Chris Eggert-
Rosenthal, Tony Karl, or Amma Diane. 



UPDATED! Vestry Notes 

• Work in the Chapel will be completed soon. 

• In June we’ll be adjusting the positioning of our 
pews, rotating them inward at a small angle. This is 
to help enhance our feeling of being in community 
while we worship. This plan was discussed by the 
congregation several times previously and delayed 
for a few years due to COVID and other work. 

• We will be installing a new mailbox by the State St 
glass doors and eventually making our 8th St door for 
emergency use only. This is to increase safety.  

• As decided in December, we will be paying off the 
50% of our $3000 pledge to Painting Pathways 
Clubhouse with money from our Outreach Fund. 

• We will be hosting some movie-watching events at St 
James in the near future. If you have suggestions for 
days/times you prefer, please let Amma Diane know. 

• We’re resuming work on previously delayed parking 
lot labyrinth and little free library projects.  

• Financial reports are posted outside the office. 

Next Vestry meeting will be on Zoom at 5PM on 6/28. 

Sunday Fellowship time  

We’ve resumed Fellowship time with snacks and 
refreshments after Worship every Sunday. Coffee, tea, 
and water will be provided. As we transition back to this, 
we invite anybody who is interested to bring snacks/
treats to share any week. Over the Summer, we’ll 
determine if we want to adapt this as we move into the 
Fall. We invite everybody to take turns helping with the 
simple clean-up—there is a sign-up sheet in church. 

UPDATED! Prayers for the Week 
Healing/Comfort/Strength: Steve & Marybeth, Virginia, 
Elizabeth, Vanessa, Debbie, Silas, Laurie, Geno, Bonnie, 
Bonnie & Charlie, Marcia & John, Chip & Janice, Steven, 
Len & Margaret, Mary, Vicki, Tom, Grace, Matthew, Sid, 
Shelley, Karleen, Judy M & Misty, Al, Richard, Lisa B, 
Mike, Bishop Matt & Leslie, Pete, Tony C., Dave, Donna, 
Nancy T, Brian M. 

Guidance & Discernment: Tim, Guy & Mary, Kurt, 
Ronald, Alison, Susie, Brian & Lisa, Frankie, Deb & Jim, 
Joy’s grandson. 

Serving in the Military:   Jordan, Ian, Logan, Keaton, 
Marshall, Jacob, Jack. 

Additional Prayers we offer include: For Peace in our 
world... for the people of Ukraine, Russia, Afghanistan, 
Haiti, Israel, Gaza, Sudan, Madagascar and missionary 
families. In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for All 
Saints Chapel, Elkhart Lake; St Faith Mission District 
Mudoti, Masvingo. We pray for the Diocesan Summer 
Camps starting June 19. In the Anglican cycle of prayer, 
we pray for The Anglican Church of South America. For 
the Dioceses of Fond du Lac, Eau Claire, and Milwaukee 
and the trialogue taking place among them. For people 
living with mental illness. For Painting Pathways 
Clubhouse. Hope House families. The men of The Haven. 
We pray for those working in government in our cities, 
state, country, and the world. We pray for our 
neighborhood. For the people around the world affected 
by the coronavirus pandemic. Pray for an end to violence, 
racism and social injustice in our country and around the 
world. Pray for people around the world dealing with 
severe weather and related damage, injury, and deaths. 
We pray for those in the world who do not have enough 
to eat, may we help to keep food available to all.  

We offer thanks for:  Diane our Rector, Chris and Mary, 
our Wardens, our Vestry and other ministry leaders, 
staff, and every person in this congregation. Bishop Matt 
Gunter and his wife Leslie and family. Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry and his wife, Sharon. Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby. For our companion Diocese of 
Masvingo in Zimbabwe and the appointment of Reverend 
Friar Fungayi Nyandoro as the Vicar General of Masvingo 
Diocese until a Diocesan Ordinary (Bishop) is elected.   

We Pray for the Departed:  Tom & Audrey, Audrey & 
Clayton, Pat, Myrna, Cindy, Joe, Paul, Clarence & Liese, 
Deena, Shirley, David Johnson, Gary Drohman, Mitch, all 
who have died as a result of gun violence. 

 

UPDATED!  Milestones 
We pray for those celebrating milestones: 

Birthdays: 6/4 Amma Diane Murray; 6/9 Jill Short; 6/15 
Sally Hunner; 6/22 Sandra Olson; 6/28 Peggy Turnbull; 
6/29 David Grams. 

Anniversaries: 6/3 Hugh & Liz Foster; 6/6 Murray & 
Nancy Sim; 6/11 Chuck Wernecke & Dianne Wilson; 6/16 
Bob & Peggy Turnbull; 6/19 Karleen & Skip Cole; 6/29 
Mike & Sharon Laughrin. 

Ordination Anniversary: 5/23 Amma Diane 

If you would like your prayer requests to be included  
on our list, or to add a milestone, please contact  

“Helping Our Neighbors” mission project  

The poverty rate in Manitowoc is about 14%, and hunger 
continues to impact families and individuals. Over the 

next few months, 
we invite you to 
bring non-
perishable food, 
hygiene products, 
and personal care 
items to donate as 
often as you are 

able. We’ll have a collection spot in the front left of the 
Sanctuary near the piano (similar to what we did in 
Advent), and volunteers will periodically deliver these 
items to Peter’s Pantry. If you’d like to contribute 
financially, label your gift “Helping Our 
Neighbors” (checks payable to St James). 

New sanctuary fans 

New fans have been purchased and set up around the 
perimeter of the Sanctuary. Fans are positioned to 
provide maximum circulation for overall comfort. When 
the fans are on, please leave them set as they are —do 
not move, adjust, or turn off. If it is too drafty for you 
near the outer aisles, please move toward the center 
aisle while the fans are in use. Thanks! 



Guns, Myths, Redemption, & Conversion  

by Bishop Matt Gunter, Diocese of Fond du Lac 

The conversion to Christianity of European peoples with 
strong warrior cultures was slow and convoluted. The 
hold on the imagination shaped by the pagan mythology 
of the warrior hero was strong. Myths die hard because 
myths give meaning. Perhaps the conversion was never 
complete in the first place. 

Those who say America does not have a gun problem, 
but a sin problem are actually onto something. We do 
have a sin problem. We have a sinful imagination 
problem. A sinful myth problem. What those who say we 
have a sin problem, not a gun problem miss is that guns 
and our infatuation with guns and the potential violence 
they represent are a 
manifestation of the Sin at the 
heart our imagination/mythology. 
We are in the thrall of the notion 
of redemptive violence, i.e., 
violence is normal, in some 
situations good, and often 
necessary to “save the day”. 
Violence is redemptive and 
salvific. It presumes that some 
people who resort to violence are 
simply “good”. Most of our 
fictional heroes, from Westerns to 
superheroes, resort to it and we 
glory in it. We recount it in our 
history. It pervades our 
entertainment. It excuses 
vigilantism. I admit that I, too, am 
fascinated by aspects of the 
mythology of the warrior. I have a 
sin problem. 

I am referring to "myth" here not 
a something that some people 
believe that is untrue though that 
is certainly the case for much that 
is part of the myth of redemptive violence. What I mean 
by myth is a narrative or set of narratives, some more or 
less historical, some fictional, that are are told and retold 
to make sense of our lives and the world in which we 
live. More than just stories, myths are symbolic. They 
give our lives meaning and shape our imaginations and 
our sense of right and wrong. Through our myth(s) we 
understand who we are and how the world works. This is 
partly what C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien meant when 
they referred to Christianity as the "true myth". 

The myth of redemptive violence is not the true myth. It 
is but a continuation of the old pagan myth of the violent 
warrior hero who slays the enemy. It is a bloody 
redemption. But not the blood of the cross. The myth of 
redemptive violence is at odds with the truth myth of 
redemptive sacrifice and love we see in Jesus. But it 
remains compelling. It continues to shape our 
imaginations even of Christians. We might go to church. 
We give thanks that Jesus died so we don't have to go to 

Hell. But in our heart of hearts we often still worship the 
quite different god whose name is Ares, Mars, Tyr, etc. 
Do we really want a savior who looks like Jesus or one 
like Beowulf or John Wayne or Dirty Harry or Batman? 
When we imagine ourselves as martyrs in the way of 
Jesus or warriors- in the way of the warrior? The pagan 
myth of redemptive violence shapes our imagination and 
how we engage the world. And it persists. 

This is partly due to a bad or at least an incomplete 
theology of the cross and redemption, i.e., Jesus died 
only to deliver us from Hell, from God's vengeance. That 
theology is too narrow to account for the fullness of the 
witness of scripture and tradition. It also leaves the myth 
of redemptive violence unchallenged. It misses the point 
that in the death and resurrection of Jesus Death itself is 

defeated and with it the fear of 
Death. If Death itself is defeated in 
the death of Christ, then 
protecting ourselves from Death, 
whether our ultimate physical 
death or all the little deaths along 
the way, is unnecessary. Even 
more, it is an unfaithful witness to 
what Christ has accomplished. It 
reveals a lack of trust in the 
resurrection. Because Death is 
defeated, we are free from fear 
and free to imitate Christ, free to 
turn from evil and do good; seek 
peace and pursue it (Psalm 34:14) 
with non-defensive, non-retaliative 
patience, gentleness, generosity, 
hospitality, forgiveness, etc. That is 
where Christian conversion takes 
us. It is a reordering of our myths, 
our imagination, our values, our 
behavior. Otherwise, our 
conversion is incomplete. 

We have a sin problem. But 
another problem with the myth of 

redemptive violence is that it does not take sin seriously 
enough. In fact, it mostly denies that the one exercising 
redemptive violence on our behalf is all that much of a 
sinner in any radical sense. In our fantasies, that includes 
ourselves potentially being the violent savior hero. Either 
way the hero, however flawed, is the good guy and the 
enemy is clearly the bad guy. Christianity, though, asserts 
that even if we get our theology right and are as close to 
Jesus as we can be and rejoice in whatever healing and 
forgiveness we have experienced, we will still be infected 
with sin. This is true even if we are as sure as we can be 
that our cause is just. Our hearts are still prone to 
selfishness, greed, deceit (not least, self-deceit), and 
violence. Our hearts. My heart. Your heart. Not just the 
“bad” guys. If we believe in sin at all, we believe it is 
pervasive and universal. There are no “good” guys. Even 
the best of us is prone to being a bad guy at crunch time. 
We all need redemption. We all need conversion. 

And so, the myth of redemptive violence makes it hard 



An opportunity from a Province V partner:  
How to Start a Gun Violence Prevention Ministry 

The Diocese of Missouri is hosting this event on Zoom on  
Wed, June 22 at 6PM. All from Province V are invited to 
participate. Please register for the Zoom at 
www.diocesemo.org/events/ (scroll down to “How to 
start a…”event link) 

Have you been wondering how to respond to the gun 
violence? It starts with prayer. We pray for peace, for an 
end to gun violence, we lament the devastation that it 
brings, but we often wonder what to do next. We can do 
more than we imagine. You are the expert on your 
congregation and situation, and you have all of the gifts 
and tools that God has given you to engage in the work 
of nonviolence and peace-making. What’s more, each of 
us is a part of the Body of Christ, and together we can do 
more than we envision alone.  Join a conversation 
designed to share inspiration, encouragement, and 
concrete ideas for doing the work of gun violence 
prevention in your community. Bring your hopes, fears, 
and determination to make a difference. We will, with 
God’s help.  

Led by The Revd Rosalind C Hughes, author of Whom 
Shall I Fear? Urgent Questions for Christians in an Age of 
Violence and Rector of the Church of the Epiphany, 
Euclid, Ohio, a small parish which is nevertheless hosting 
a Gun Buyback and Guns to Gardens event in June 2022. 

to see the need for repentance and conversion. It allows 
us to presume that our violence is good and our cause is 
always just, simply because they are ours. It makes it 
easy to assume that our security or freedom are all that 
matters. It excuses, even celebrates, vengeance. It allows 
us to pretend that we do not belong to one another – 
even to our enemies. It creates a social environment in 
which violence is acceptable, to be expected even. It 
allows us to presume our own innocence. It minimizes or 
ignores the awesome gravity of the taking of any human 
life – the very image of God. It minimizes or ignores the 
savagery, suffering, and trauma inherent in all violence 
and experienced on all sides. It excuses or pardons 
whatever "excesses" of violence are committed 
by our hero. Or denies them. It suggests that some 
people's suffering and trauma don't matter as much. Or 
even that they don't really count as people on the same 
level as us. 

And that is where it really gets hard for us. Because the 
myth of redemptive violence is often interwoven into the 
way we like to imagine our nation's history. And we are 
resistant to acknowledge sin and the need of repentance 
there. But there is nothing redemptive about the violent 
taking of the land and decimation of native peoples. Or 
the violence of slavery and racism. Or the violence 
against minorities and new immigrants. And given the 
pervasiveness of sin it would hard to argue, from 
Christian perspective, that every war any country 
including America has fought has qualified as a just war. 
Fundamental to Christianity is self-reflection, confession, 
and repentance. Such things are anathema to the pagan 
myth of redemptive violence. 

It might be, given our broken and sinful humanity, that 
under certain prescribed and circumscribed 
circumstances a degree of violence as a last resort is 
necessary and therefore just. But that violence is 
reserved for those trained and authorized to exercise it 
under the law and with discipline and dispassion (there 
are reason the rest of us are called civilians). We are 
grateful for their service. Even so, that use of violence 
the is a concession to tragic human reality shaped by Sin 
and not something – for Christians, anyway – to bless, 
revel in, or glorify. 

Still, we have a sizable portion of our fellow citizens – in 
the political society of the Church as well as the political 
society beyond – who are enchanted by the mythology/
theology of redemptive violence and vengeance. That 
myth won't just go away. Myths die hard because they 
give meaning. Attacking them head on might not be the 
most effective strategy. We need to advocate for reform 
of our gun laws and ensure that weapons are in fact 
"well regulated". But the problem that needs addressing 
is much deeper. It goes to the heart of what makes so 
many think that the idea that sinful unregulated civilians 
should possess weapons designed to kill humans is a 
good one. Our hearts and imaginations need healing. The 
myth of redemptive violence needs to be addressed. And 
we need to help each other as we wean ourselves from 
it. It is about conversion. 

Please pray for upcoming General Convention  
(7/8-7/11) & Lambeth Conference (7/26-8/8) 

The 80th General Convention of The Episcopal Church 
will take place July 8-11 in Baltimore, MD.  The General 
Convention is the governing body of The Episcopal 
Church. The Convention is a bicameral legislature that 
includes the House of Deputies, which has more than 800 
members, and the House of Bishops, which is comprised 
of nearly 300 active and retired bishops. The Convention 
meets every three years and has the authority to amend 
the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church; 
adopt the budget for the church for the next three years; 
authorize liturgical texts and amend the Book of 
Common Prayer; adopt communions and covenants with 
other churches; set qualifications for orders of ministry 
and office-holders; elect officers of the General 
Convention, the Executive Council, and members of 
boards; and delegate responsibilities to the interim 
bodies of The Episcopal Church. The schedule has been 
shortened this year due to COVID. 

The 15th Lambeth Conference will take place July 26—
August 8 in Lambeth, England. The Episcopal Church is 
part of the Anglican branch of Christianity. The Lambeth 
Conference is a gathering of bishops from across the 
Anglican Communion  for prayer and reflection, 
fellowship and dialogue on church and world affairs. 
With the theme of ‘God’s Church for God’s World - 
walking, listening and witnessing together,’ the 
conference will explore what it means for the Anglican 
Communion to be responsive to the needs of a 21st 
Century world.  

http://www.diocesemo.org/events/


Province V “Big Provincial Gathering” report 

by Chris Eggert-Rosenthal, Senior Warden 

On April 28-30, the second-ever Province V “Big 
Provincial Gathering” (BPG) took place in South Bend, 
Indiana. Cheryl Dobrzynski, Mother Merdyth Albright, 
and I (Chris Eggert-Rosenthal) attended this exciting and 
educational event. 

Our Big Provincial 
Gathering, which takes 
place every two years, 
brings together 
Episcopalians from 
throughout our region for 
fellowship, worship, and 
collaboration on projects 
across diocesan 
boundaries. Province V is 
comprised of the 
Midwestern dioceses of the 
Episcopal Church (Chicago, Eastern Michigan, Eau Claire, 
Fond du Lac, Indianapolis, Michigan, Milwaukee, 
Missouri, Northern Indiana, Northern Michigan, Ohio, 
Southern Ohio, Springfield, and Western Michigan).  

Thursday, April 28 was devoted to different, day-long 
training sessions on these topics: Civil Discourse & 
Advocacy, Intergenerational Efforts in our Churches, 
Addressing Suicide in our Ministries, and Teaching 
Children about Anti-Racism and Messy Church. On Friday 
morning and all day Saturday, there were numerous 
shorter workshops on topics too numerous to mention 
here, but they included Dismantling Racism, Creating 
Historical Archives within Congregations, Creation Care, 
Lay-Led Congregations, and Campus Ministries. There 
were also meals together (breakfast, lunch & dinner), an 
energizing Eucharist, and even a dance party on Friday 
evening! There will be another Big Provincial Gathering 
two years from now, in 2024, so give thought to 
attending the next one.  

And in the meantime, you can participate in the ongoing 
work of Province V by joining one or more of our 
Provincial Networks, which meet monthly over Zoom and 
which address some of the same subjects that were 
covered in the BPG workshops.  All are welcome. 
Becoming Beloved community is an action item and 
there are opportunities. Also consider your own current 
local activities to Love One Another. 

I’m including a list of Province V Networks, and more 
information is available online www.provincev.org . 
There is also a Province V Facebook page for additional 
information. You can also talk to me, Senior Warden 
Chris Eggert-Rosenthal, in person, on the phone, or by 
email (cnor1101@yahoo.com). I represent the Diocese of 
Fond du Lac on the Province V Executive Board. 

 

PROVINCE V Networks 

Anti-Human Trafficking 
convener:  Cheryl Gray, Ohio 
board liaison:  Edie Wakevainen, Michigan 

 

Archivists 
convener:  Newland Smith, Chicago 
board liaison:  TBD 
 

Clergy Spouses 
convener:  Charles Zaucha, Chicago 
board liaison:  Laura Jackson, Chicago 
 

Creation Care 
convener:  Catherine Duffy, Southern Ohio 
board liaison:  Rick Stanitis, Northern Michigan 
 

Dismantling Racism 
convener:  Susie Shaefer, Michigan; 
board liaison:   
 

Intergenerational / All-Ages Worship 
Convener:  Miranda Hassett, Milwaukee 
board liaison:  TBD 
 

Lay-Led Congregations  
convener:  Tammy Prather, Milwaukee 
board liaison:  Matthew Buterbaugh, Milwaukee and 
Jan Goossens, Springfield 
 

Migration Ministries 
conveners:  Silvia Huth, Michigan and Jack Lloyd, 
Chicago 
board representative:  Lesley MacKellar, 
Indianapolis 
 

Ministry in Resort Communities 
convener:  Dave Penniman, Western Michigan 
board liaison:  Katie Forsyth, Eastern Michigan 
 

Prison / Jail Ministry 
convener:  TBD 
board liaison:   
 

Public Theology 
conveners:  Marcia Ledford, Michigan and Jim 
Warnock, (Northern Indiana) 
bishop:  Doug Sparks, Northern Indiana 
board liaison:  Christopher Hillak, Northern Indiana  
 

Recovery Ministries 
convener:  Debbi Rhodes 
board liaison:   
 

Suicide Prevention 
convener:  Kathy Mank, Southern Ohio 
board liaison:  Betty Bowersox, Missouri 
 

Youth 
coordinator:  McKenzie Knill, Eastern and Western 
Michigan 
board liaison:  Joel Turmo, Western Michigan 
 

Young Adult / Campus Ministry 
interim coordinator:  Stacy Alan, Chicago 
board liaison:  Rick Stanitis, Northern Michigan 

http://www.provincev.org
mailto:cnor1101@yahoo.com

