
WHAT DOES 
JUSTICE MEAN 

TO YOU?
by Maxine Cameron Stenstrom

Women of the ELCA website 
says...
jus·tice - noun
a:  justice is faith in action;    

it addresses inequities in  
political, economic and social 
systems;

b:  justice is equity & impartiality, 
mercy & compassion;

c:  justice includes serving God 
in ways that bring healing and 
wholeness to the church, the 
society and the world.

With the sorrowful passing of 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
folks across our country are 

mourning the loss of one of the most 
extraordinary justices ever to serve on 
the Supreme Court.

She was a brilliant lawyer with a car-
ing heart, common sense, fierce devotion 
to fairness and equality, and boundless 
courage in the face of her own adversity. 
Ginsburg was also a strong advocate for 
women’s rights and not afraid to speak 
truth to power. 

The recently published biographical 

picture book, I Dissent: Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg Makes Her Mark, by Debbie 
Levy illustrates that disagreeing does not 
make you disagreeable! Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has spent 
a lifetime disagreeing: disagreeing with 

inequality, arguing against unfair treat-
ment, and standing up for what’s right 
for people everywhere - a bold woman 
and a beacon of hope for all who have 
witnessed her achievements. 

Churchwide Women of the ELCA 
encourages us to find our “Bold.” It’s a 
call to action to live boldly in faith-filled 
celebration and invest in the world we 
want for ourselves and our children. 

Women of the ELCA are called “to 
mobilize women to act boldly on their 
faith in Jesus Christ.” Boldness comes in 
many forms; its basis, in whatever form, 

is right action by an individual or group. 
Some boldness is bright and loud. Some 
is firm but quiet. We celebrate this range 
of voices, knowing that the avenues for 
bold self-expression are limitless.  
How do you act boldly on your faith?

St. Paul tells us in Philippians, 4:8...
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, 
if there is any excellence and if there 
is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things.

Good advice any time, but espe-
cially meaningful now in these tur-
bulent and uncertain times.

Paul was not telling us to hide 
our heads in the sand pretending 
nothing’s wrong—no way! He’s giv-

ing advice that will give us strength and 
courage even in fearful times: Love is 
stronger than hate.

Desmond Tutu, retired archbishop 
of Cape Town, South Africa, worked 
tirelessly for decades to bring an end to 
systemic racial injustice in his country. 
His faith in God’s justice, even in fearful 
times, is reminiscent of Paul’s advice to 
the Philippians.

So ladies, get your bold on. March, 
advocate, write letters, donate, speak 
truth to power, dissent when need be! 
RBG would be pleased! n
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How blessed are those who keep justice, 
Who practice righteousness at all times!

— Psalm 106:3



PURSUING PEACE 
AND MUTUAL UPBUILDING

The above passage happens to be the Bible passage 
for today from Bread for the Day daily Bible read-

ings and prayers for 2020 and I liked the description of 
the kingdom of God and our mission of pursuing peace. 
As this issue of What’s News is focused on the 100 year 
celebration of women get-
ting the vote and as we 
contemplate our presiden-
tial election, I am mindful 
of the 19th amendment 
and its importance for us 
women. Jane Fonda has 
been making the rounds 
on the shows recently pro-
moting her new book What 
Can I Do?: My Path from 
Climate Despair to Action. 
I was struck by her descrip-
tion of her activist life over 
the years. At the beginning 
she said it was a sprint, 
then it became a marathon 
and now in her later years a relay. I relate to that view 
as I read John Lewis’ final message to America where he 
writes of passing the life of getting in “good trouble” on to 
those of us still working for justice. (Read complete text 
on page 3.)

Recently, while sheltering in place, my husband and I 
watched a 4-hour documentary on the history of women 
getting the vote. I had always been aware of famous 
names of women who led the campaign such as Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott and Susan B. Anthony 
and the incredible hardships they went through in their 
struggle, but I did not realize that they were not there for 
the victory lap. They had passed the baton to the next 
generation of women to carry on the struggle including Ida 

B. Wells and Carrie Catt. The campaign began in 1848 
and didn’t succeed until 1920. There were many heroines 
who carried on the struggle but didn’t see the reward, in-
cluding black women who didn’t get the vote until the 
voting rights act was signed in 1965. So that is what being 
an activist looks like. 

I had a little experience with being an activist in col-
lege when a group of us advocated for visitation in dorms 

arguing that if students 
didn’t have cars, there was 
no place to have privacy as 
a couple on campus. We 
worked hard to get the ad-
ministration to change, but 
my last year they denied us. 
Yet two years later, the stu-
dents had visitation thanks 
to our earlier efforts.  

In one of my daily de-
votional books that I read 
each day titled, Spirit is 
Calling by Chris Michaels 
and Edward Viljoen, under 
the heading “Working 
Together for Good,” they 

write: “As a team we can accomplish more. Organize a 
team of people who are interested in making the world 
a better place to live. Find projects you can work on to-
gether. Support a cause that you are passionate about. 
Feel the energy that comes from accomplishing a goal 
together. That energy heals and blesses every member of 
the team.”

As we participate in the election this November, let us 
vote with the appreciation for all those women and also 
some men who made it possible for us to cast our ballots.  
We are no longer considered too weak minded to make 
such weighty decisions. Thanks be to those who got into 
good trouble and may we as a women’s organization, con-
tinue to stand up and work for justice in the interest all. 
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From Dixie Hanson, SoCal SWO President

For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit. The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and had human 
approval. Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 
—Romans 14:17-19



3

NOW IT IS YOUR 
TURN TO LET 
FREEDOM RING
Opinion editor’s note: John Lewis, the 
civil rights leader and congressman, 
wrote this essay for the New York Times 
shortly before his death July 17.

While my time here has now come to 
an end, I want you to know that in 

the last days and hours of my life you in-
spired me. You filled me with hope about 
the next chapter of the great American 
story when you used your power to make 
a difference in our society. Millions of peo-
ple motivated simply by human compas-
sion laid down the burdens of division. 
Around the country and the world you set 
aside race, class, age, language and nation-
ality to demand respect for human dignity.

That is why I had to visit Black Lives 
Matter Plaza in Washington, though I was 
admitted to the hospital the following day. 
I just had to see and feel it for myself that, 
after many years of silent witness, the truth 
is still marching on.

Emmett Till was my George Floyd. He 
was my Rayshard Brooks, Sandra Bland 
and Breonna Taylor. He was 14 when he 
was killed, and I was only 15 years old at 
the time. I will never ever forget the mo-
ment when it became so clear that he could 
easily have been me. In those days, fear 
constrained us like an imaginary prison, 
and troubling thoughts of potential brutal-
ity committed for no understandable rea-
son were the bars.

Though I was surrounded by two lov-
ing parents, plenty of brothers, sisters and 
cousins, their love could not protect me 
from the unholy oppression waiting just 
outside that family circle. Unchecked, un-
restrained violence and government-sanc-
tioned terror had the power to turn a sim-
ple stroll to the store for some Skittles or an 
innocent morning jog down a lonesome 
country road into a nightmare. If we are 
to survive as one unified nation, we must 
discover what so readily takes root in our 

hearts that could rob Mother Emanuel 
Church in South Carolina of her brightest 
and best, shoot unwitting concertgoers in 
Las Vegas and choke to death the hopes 
and dreams of a gifted violinist like Elijah 
McClain.

Like so many young people today, I was 
searching for a way out, or some might 
say a way in, and then I heard the voice of 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. on an old 
radio. He was talking about the philosophy 
and discipline of nonviolence. He said we 
are all complicit when we tolerate injustice. 
He said it is not enough to say it will get 
better by and by. He said each of us has a 
moral obligation to stand up, speak up and 
speak out. When you see something that 
is not right, you must say something. You 
must do something. Democracy is not a 
state. It is an act, and each generation must 
do its part to help build what we called the 
Beloved Community, a nation and world 
society at peace with itself.

Ordinary people with extraordinary 
vision can redeem the soul of America by 
getting in what I call good trouble, neces-
sary trouble. Voting and participating in 
the democratic process are key. The vote 
is the most powerful nonviolent change 
agent you have in a democratic society. 
You must use it because it is not guaran-
teed. You can lose it.

You must also study and learn the les-
sons of history because humanity has been 
involved in this soul-wrenching, existen-
tial struggle for a very long time. People on 
every continent have stood in your shoes, 
though decades and centuries before you. 
The truth does not change, and that is why 
the answers worked out long ago can help 
you find solutions to the challenges of our 
time. Continue to build union between 
movements stretching across the globe be-
cause we must put away our willingness to 
profit from the exploitation of others.

Though I may not be here with you, I 
urge you to answer the highest calling of 
your heart and stand up for what you truly 
believe. In my life I have done all I can to 
demonstrate that the way of peace, the way 
of love and nonviolence is the more excel-
lent way. Now it is your turn to let freedom 
ring.

When historians pick up their pens 
to write the story of the 21st century, let 
them say that it was your generation who 
laid down the heavy burdens of hate at last 
and that peace finally triumphed over vio-
lence, aggression and war. So I say to you, 
walk with the wind, brothers and sisters, 
and let the spirit of peace and the power 
of everlasting love be your guide.

Though I may not be here with you, I urge you to answer the highest 
calling of your heart and stand up for what you truly believe,” Lewis 
wrote. “In my life I have done all I can to demonstrate that the way 
of peace, the way of love and nonviolence is the more excellent way. 
Now it is your turn to let freedom ring.
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CELEBRATING WOMEN PASTORS

What’s News continues to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
ordination of ELCA women pastors. 

My first task this morning was to lead devotions for the ELCA 
Region 2 bishops and staffs; about 25 people serving congrega-
tions in California, Hawaii, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Colo-

rado and parts of Nevada and Texas. 
I reached for my daily devotional, For All The Saints, (published in 1996 

by The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau) and read the scriptures and 
prayers assigned for today. Today’s closing prayer was written by Martin 
Luther, asking God to help him be the pastor God called him to be. It would 
be a wonderful encouragement for me to read to my colleagues and bishops.

In that moment, I realized what a privilege it is to be an ordained woman 
in the ELCA. The devotional book was a gift I received on internship. I 
was St. Paul Santa Monica’s first intern, and the woman who was to be my 
internship committee chair was a woman named Gwenn Steins. Gwenn 
had been a seminarian at Gettysburg in the 1970s. She would have been 
among the first women to enter seminary. She had decided not to pursue 
ordination and was delighted to now serve as a critical support to me, a 
female pastor in training.

Gwenn died before I came to the church. Her husband Joe gave me many 
of her devotionals and books in her memory. I have used these devotionals 
every year since. This morning I took one of those devotionals, loved by 
a woman answering God’s call in the early stages of women’s ordination, 
given to me in support and hope. I now used its words to bless several 
female pastors in the ELCA and one female bishop, Rev. Deborah Hutterer 
of the Grand Canyon Synod. 

This is what women’s ordination means to me: I have the honor and 
privilege of carrying the tradition and call forward, honoring the women 
who went before, some who were ordained, some who were not. As an assis-
tant to the bishop in the Southwest California Synod, I work with, pray 
for, and support our current group of female pastors and deacons, and 
just importantly, mentor and advocate for female and femme-presenting 
seminarians moving into our future. We are a mighty cloud of witnesses. 
I am humbled and grateful to be among them.
Attention Women Pastors:  If you would still like to contribute 
some of your ideas or thoughts on the 50th anniversary celebration of 
the ordination of ELCA women pastors, please feel free to do so. We will 
include them in future editions of What’s News.”  

WHAT WOMEN’S 
ORDINATION
MEANS TO ME
by Pastor Brenda Bos
Assistant to the Bishop 
for Rostered Leadership
Southwest California Synod

Women Struggle for the Vote
by Mary Stewart, SWO Board Member

Books set during women’s struggle for the vote often 
refer to the suffragist movement, even if it is not 

part of the main plot but serves to set a specific time, 
place, or situation.

For example: Singapore Sapphire, by A.M. Stuart, is 
set in Singapore in 1910. Harriet, the main character, 
moved there after her arrest in London for participating 
in a suffragist action. The author needed a reason for 
Harriet to move to Singapore. 

Kitty Weeks is the main character in Murder Between 
the Lines, by Radha Vatsal. Kitty works for a newspa-
per, and for reasons not related to voting, Kitty needs to 
interview the wealthy Alva Belmont who, was a strong 
advocate for women’s right to vote. 

More about Mrs. Belmont: Alva Belmont founded 
the Political Equality League in 1909 to help New York 
candidates who supported women’s right to vote. 

Many educated white women who were involved in 
efforts for voting rights were reluctant to include immi-
grants, African-Americans, and working-class women. 
But Mrs. Belmont worked to establish a “Negro” branch 
of the League and included both African-American and 
immigrant women in retreats at her home. 

One of the Black women in suffrage work was Mary 
Church Terrell, a graduate of Oberlin College. She was a 
leader in the National American Women Suffrage Asso-
ciation’s big march in 1913. The march was held to draw 
attention to votes for women the day before Woodrow 
Wilson’s (opposed to their vote) inauguration. 

Though the 19th Amendment was adopted in 1920, 
voting was still not an option for all. Black women were 
excluded by Jim Crow laws. The poll tax in some states 
excluded many unable to pay. My father’s mother didn’t 
vote because it was too expensive to pay Texas poll tax 
for both her and my grandfather - especially since they 
would have cancelled each other’s vote. However, my 
other grandmother worked for women’s right to vote, 
voted, and worked on campaigns. She set an example 
for the rest of our family to be politically active which 
continues, I’m pleased to say, to this day. n
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THANKOFFERINGS: 
A long-standing custom 
of us Lutheran women
by Rosemary Lawsom, 
SWO Vice President

Lutheran women have long been giving in thankfulness for blessings 
received by collecting Thankofferings. In years past, we dropped 
our coins daily or weekly in a special Thankoffering box and then 
our gifts would be received at a special meeting. This tradition has 
evolved to where our generous offerings of checks or cash are now 
received at Thankoffering gatherings.

My congregation has Thankoffering collection twice a year - in 

June and November.  These offerings support: ongoing ministries of 
Churchwide Women of the ELCA; triennial conventions; the work 
of the Churchwide board; conference of synodical presidents (that 
Dixie and I have attended); and social justice advocacy.
It’s easy to send Thankofferings:
1. Make your check out to Women of the ELCA   

(write Thankoffering on the memo line). 
2. Download and print Form B from Women of the ELCA’s website.
3. Follow the directions on Form B to complete.
4. Mail your check along with completed Form B to:

   Women of the ELCA/ELCA Gift Processing Center
PO Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009

IT’S OKAY TO DISAGREE 
ABOUT IMPORTANT MATTERS

It can even be a relief to agree that we disagree. The 
disagreements that I encounter in my daily life are 
about differing societal, political, and religious 

viewpoints. For years I countered other people’s dif-
ferent ideas with defensiveness.

Now I find responses that are very different from 
mine to be interesting.

I want to assure people that I have heard their opin-
ion. And I want to make it clear that I don’t agree. My 
first call is to love people as they are and hope that 
God’s call to love everyone as they are will grow in 
those I disagree with. Is this always an easy job? You 
know the answer.

This message is an excerpt from 
“Family matters: Those people” by Susie Gamelin 

in the June 2020 issue of Gather magazine.

My women friends are my mainstay right now. 
Being present is no small thing. We’ve been 
feeling a deep loss of connection as we ex-

perience social distancing and its stricter companion, 
shelter-in-place. But we already had been feeling a loss 
of connection as part of the social fabric, for many 
years. We women know how to fix that. We are all about 
connections. Checking in with friends isn’t just import-
ant during a pandemic. It’s always important, particu-
larly in light of rampant loneliness in the U.S. and other 
countries.

A 2018 Brigham Young University report showed 
that people with strong friendships live 7.5 years lon-
ger than those with weak or few social ties. We women 
know this. We know how much we need women’s 
friendships—whether we’re feeling afraid or alone, or 
feeling happy and wanting to celebrate.

So who are the women who lift you up? Who has 
your back? Who would drop everything and be at your 
side if you needed something?

This message is an excerpt from 
“Circle of friendship” by Sonia C. Solomonson 

in the September 2020 issue of Gather magazine. 
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Need a boost 
during this Covid 
isolation time?  

Have you tried the Women of the ELCA 
website? There are some wonderful and 
inspirational areas to explore.  

  

“As a community of women created in 
the image of God, called to discipleship 
in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to 
grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support 
one another in our callings, engage in 
ministry and action, and promote heal-
ing and wholeness in the church, the so-
ciety, and the world.”

   

Daily Grace is described as an on-
the-go companion for your journey, 
offering a faith reflection every day. En-
counter God’s extravagant, boundless 
and often surprising grace. Apps are 
available also for android and iPhones.

SHORT SESSIONS
Hospitality: More Than Warm & 
Friendly
Speaking Faith Through Art
Navigating the Globe

PERSONAL
Journaling
Raising Up Healthy Women & Girls: 
Connecting with & Supporting Girls

MINISTRY
We engage in ministry;  we take action 
through advocacy; we promote  healing 
and wholeness, and we support one an-

other in our callings. We offer anti-rac-
ism training; address domestic violence, 
commercial sexual exploitation, and 
human trafficking; and support families 
with special needs. We assist participants 
in their desire to discern God’s call in 
their lives and to discover their spiritual 
gifts through workshops, retreats, resourc-
es, scholarships, and global education. We 
offer grants to not-for-profit organiza-
tions, both domestic and international, 
that support healing and wholeness for 
women of all ages through the affirma-
tion and advancement of women’s emo-
tional, physical, and spiritual health. We 
are encouraged to join to make a differ-
ence in the world! 

PUBLICATIONS:  
    

JOIN WITH US AT 
THE GATHERING!!                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                    

WHAT IS THIS THING 
CALLED 

STEWARDSHIP?
by Rosemary Lawson, 
SWO Vice-President

When asked, most people know that 
stewardship has something to do with 
money. Some might go as far as to say it 
also involves time, talent, and treasure.
Stewardship is actually a mandated re-
sponsibility and its emphasis should be 
year round. We are called to be:
• Stewards of God’s Word
• Stewards of Self
• Stewards of the Earth
• Stewards of Human Rights
• Stewards of God’s Gifts
Many of these things we are called to 
do in stewardship require funding to 
implement so, yes, stewardship does in-
deed have something to do with money. 
Because of current COVID-19 restric-
tions, women are not meeting in con-
gregational units, at conference or clus-
ter events, or at synodical conventions. 
Offerings are not being collected and 
submitted to the synodical and church-
wide organizations. The result is budget 
cut backs - sometimes drastic. Please try 
to send offerings monthly or quarterly.

BE A CHEERFUL GIVER
Give generously….with an open heart, 
an open hand. God takes care of those 
who share their first fruits with others.
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FROM OUR 
TREASURER

Dear Ladies,

I hope you all are doing well! 
This is definitely the most 
different times I have ever ex-

perienced. I am one of the “Baby 
Boomers” so I do not remember 
the tough war times but I do have 
a “Victory Garden” growing in my 
yard! I love the fresh fruits and 
vegetables that we are able to grow 
in California!

Whatever your age, times are 
different and often difficult for all 
of us but please try to keep your 
monetary support coming in. We 
have only received a few so far. 
When you have time, please send 
in your SWO support offerings. 
Thanks so much!

Please note my new address - I 
just got married on June 4th! 
However, I am still legally Karil 
Drake. I live a block away from 
Rosemary Lawson at 3046 N. 
Buena Vista Street, Burbank, CA 
91504. 

Peace, 
Karil Drake Starleaf 



Julie Jensen, 921 Gill Avenue
Port Hueneme, CA 93041
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE
by Sharon Heck

The Lutheran Office of Public Policy-Cali-
fornia (LOPP) is located in Sacramento, 

close to our state legislature.  Regina Banks, 
the new LOPP director, replaced Mark 
Carlson who served for many years. LOPP 
has a Policy Council with representatives  
from the three synods served by the office: 
Sierra Pacific, Pacifica, and Southwest Cali-
fornia. SoCal Synod reps are Dixie Hanson, 
Lillian Simons, Jane Affonso, and myself. 
We meet about three times a year, and set 
our priorities for advocacy with elected 
state officials.  

One duty of the Policy Council is to 
study the propositions appearing on the 
November ballot. We look at the prop-
ositions through the lens of the ELCA 
Social Statements passed by Churchwide 
Assemblies over time. We take a position 
of SUPPORT or OPPOSE only if there is 
something in our social statements that 
supports that position. We make 2-page 

statement of our positions and send it to 
our congregations. When NO POSITION 
is marked on the form, it is not covered by 
our social statements. We’ve prepared the 
paper for the Nov. 3rd election, but it is 
quite lengthy. I will send the whole docu-
ment to anyone by request, and urge you to 
have it printed in your church’s newsletter. 
If it’s too late for your October issue, ask 
your pastor to send out the entire 2-pager 
by email. Email me, s.heck4peace@gmail.
com, and I’ll send you a digital version.

For brevity, our positions listed here are 
without explanation. (2-pager has that info.)
(A) =Amendment  (B) =Bond
(S) =Statute (R) =Referendum  
14 (B) Stem cell research - OPPOSE
15 (A) Split roll taxes - SUPPORT 
      (LOPP PRIORITY)
16 (A) End ban on Affirmative Action  
      SUPPORT (LOPP PRIORITY)
17 Restoring the right to vote - SUPPORT
18 (A) Allows some 17-year-olds to vote   

SUPPORT (LOPP PRIORITY)

19 (A) Changes to some tax assessments 
SUPPORT

20 Changes to sentencing & prison release    
OPPOSE (LOPP strongly opposes)

21 (S) Rent control – SUPPORT
22 (S) Independent contractors exemption 

OPPOSE
23 (S) Dialysis clinic regulation - OPPOSE
24 (S) Consumer privacy law - OPPOSE
25 (R) End cash bail - SUPPORT

Ballots will be mailed to all California 
registered voters on Oct. 3rd. Complete 
your ballot very soon and mail it back. 
If you prefer to vote in person, wear a 
mask and be very careful. It important 
that everyone VOTE.

DO 
JUSTLY
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LOVE
MERCY

3

WALK
HUMBLY

3
MICAH 6:8


