
APRIL 17, 2021 - SHADOW ROCK UCC ICE WITNESS STATEMENT AND PRAYER
Barbara Briggs Zaborowski and Timothy Schmaltz provided the witness, statement, and prayer.
We are grateful to them.

We gather again today in solidarity here in front of the ICE offices in downtown Phoenix with all
people of goodwill to pray and hope and work for justice and comprehensive immigration
reform.

Shadow Rock UCC united with other churches as part of a national network of church and faith
communities that provided sanctuary to many families during the last seven years.

Shadow Rock itself provided safety and sanctuary to seven different families protecting them
from unjust deportation by an unjust immigration system of unjust laws. We are grateful for the
courage of those sanctuary families who stood up to challenge the injustice of the unjust
immigration system.

In recent years, many churches and people of goodwill also came together to assist migrant
people seeking asylum from degrading poverty and violence in their home countries. Now we
partner with many churches and local groups to support the IRC Welcome Center and all the
allied churches that support people seeking asylum in Phoenix and across our country.

During the last seven years we protested and prayed while the immigration system ground to a
terrible unjust halt based on the last administration's cruel policies and then with implementation
of Title 42 pandemic exclusion policies including with so called “Remain in Mexico.”

We are grateful for the current administration policy changes that will begin to restore some
humane treatment and justice to the US immigration system. However, we remain concerned
with the implementation of those policies including limiting refugee numbers.

While we celebrate these aspects of the American Rescue Act, Congress still continues to
exclude 9.3 million immigrant workers and taxpayers from eligibility for stimulus checks, even as
many of these same immigrants are working in essential roles and ensuring that our
communities.

We hope and pray for comprehensive immigration reform which must include:

• A fair and open pathway to citizenship,
• DACA reforms assuring just and legal status to many dreamers brought here by their families
and living in our families and neighborhoods,
• Guest worker programs and worker status that honors the dignity of essential work with fair
and just wages and legal protections.
• Fair and just paths for people seeking asylum to establish legal status and the ability to move
freely among us as friends and neighbors with an end to any separation of children from their
families with restoration of all children now separated from their parents.



• A fair and just well-funded immigration court system.
• Humane and just treatment for all people held in detention and asylum systems.
• An end to exclusion based on race, or religion or other discriminatory reasons.

Let us pray:

As a people of faith, we live in hope, between the daily suffering and the coming of new
and restored justice.

In this tragic time of the pandemic and unjust immigration law and practices, between
what we know can and must be --- and what is, we join together as a healing community,
a community of hope, a community of justice, a community renewing ourselves for
compassion, for goodness and grace.

We hold up all persons in sanctuary and all persons seeking asylum for their courage as
they challenge an unjust immigration system.

We come together to heal the fragmentation and divisions and divisiveness, the bigotry,
the separateness in our flawed human community and political, social, and economic
life. We hope for healing and reconciliation and forgiveness.

We pray as a community of faith and people of goodwill for comprehensive immigration
reform, for steadfastness, for hope and imagination to be fearless and daring in our
work, in our families, in our civic lives, in all relationships --- to be a people of healing
and justice.

We also lift in prayer those who are charged with carrying out the government's
instructions regarding who should stay in this country. They are children of god as well.
May they find ways to administer grace and mercy in the midst of a cruel and unjust
system and recognize our shared humanity and our shared human dignity and rights.

Let us be people of hope in the midst of despair. Let us be people of healing in the midst
of anger and injustice. Let us be people of forgiveness and reconciliation in the midst of
violence and hatred. Let us be people of joy and comfort in the midst of sadness and
loss.

Let us always be relentless instruments for peace and justice. Amen.


