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Dear reader, 

Re� ecting on 30 years of VIA, we see a trend is afoot, steeped in content, across 
so many media, platforms, apps, et cetera. In this sea of stu� , the average reader 
and writer have been disconnected from the history of literature and the rich 
tapestry that has come before. Too many stories submitted have been unaware 
of their place in this long tradition. New voices are retreading memories told 
hundreds of times before and connect to no one but themselves.

Dear reader and writers, � nd yourselves in our cultural histories—read wider, 
read deeper, and through your readings write the future. Ezra Pound once 
advised, “Make it new,” something that can only be done if you know the old.
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