
March 8, 2021 

Dear Reverend Fathers and Parish Council Presidents, 

As you are aware, over the past year, the Metropolis has been implementing its Strategic Plan. 
One of our strategic goals is “Enhanced Worship and Engagement,” and the team leading this 
initiative is chaired by Fr. Dustin Lyon and Amy Tsarwhas. The “Enhanced Worship and 
Engagement” goal team is tasked with developing ways to more fully engage Orthodox 
Christians in meaningful worship, impactful sacramental experiences and vibrant parish life. As 
part of the research phase of the implementation of this goal, the team needs to issue a survey to 
gather data. Unlike previous strategic goal surveys that you have received asking for clergy and 
parishes to respond, this survey seeks responses from the laity from within your parishes as well 
as Orthodox Christians throughout the Metropolis who do not attend church, or who may have 
left the church. 

The purpose of the survey is to understand and clarify how the laity of all ages define meaningful 
worship and engagement. Although there will be no changes to the content of the Divine Liturgy 
arising out of this effort, it is the hope that, armed with this information and God’s grace, we 
may humbly implement practices that will enhance our collective worship experience now and 
for the years to come. 

The value of the survey results will depend on both the quality and quantity of responses 
received. The survey will be administered via Survey Monkey, a trusted online survey platform 
which will allow for an unlimited number of responses. We seek to reach both active and lapsed 
Orthodox Christians of all ages and life stages, cradle Orthodox Christians to converts to 
participate and welcome diverse opinions. All responses will be anonymous unless the 
respondent intentionally chooses to provide their name and contact information. The survey 
should not take more than 10 minutes to complete. Please find a link to the survey attached at the 
bottom of this email. The link can be forwarded to your contacts by simply copying and pasting 
it into a text or email. 

We respectfully request your help to disseminate and encourage members of the parishes and/or 
organizations you lead to complete this survey in a thoughtful manner by no later than the end of 
April. 

Please feel free to contact Father Dustin Lyon at FrDunstanLyon@mail.goarch.org or Amy 
Tsarwhas at tsarwhas@sbcglobal.net if you have questions or like to discuss this request. 

In Christ, 

Bishop Timothy of Hexamilion, Chancellor 
SURVEY LINK: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCMDBSQ 
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