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I 
 am not alone when it comes to worries about extremes and emergen-
cies and taking preparedness more seriously. From inconvenient to ca-
lamitous, weather and other conditions lead us to examine precautions 
we can take in our shops. My mother’s words, “better safe than sorry,” 

no longer merely ring in my ears; they toll. Though these challenges are 
daunting, I know there are many resources available to us, and a great 
place to start is to listen to good advice from wizened woodworkers. 

I emailed a few woodworkers to ask what measures they’ve taken to better 
prepare for emergencies and disasters, small to large. To my surprise, 
most have not done much! Even so, certain events drove four woodwork-
ers into action. Each of these four replies echo Linda Nathan’s and Tom 
Iovino’s thoughts on preparedness. I pulled their replies and made them in-
to separate articles this newsletter, as I did Heather Trosdahl’s tips from 
the Oakland Fire Department, which she originally had included in her re-
ply. 

Remember CERF+, a nonprofit dedicated to readiness and relief for studio 
artists. Take a special look at CERF’s Studio Protector Program and down-
load their Studio Safety Guide, a superb resource for woodworkers. 

 Professional crafters may apply to CERF+’s “Get Ready” Grants program 
for up to $500 to help safeguard their studios. The deadline for 2019 has 
passed; however, it’s worth keeping in touch with CERF+ online. Scroll 
down to the bottom of their homepage to sign up and connect for updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

— Linda at Hock Tools 

https://cerfplus.org/get-ready/studio-protector/
https://cerfplus.org/get-ready/studio-protector/
https://cerfplus.org/studio-safety-guide/
https://cerfplus.org/get-ready/get-ready-grants/
https://cerfplus.org/get-ready/studio-protector/
https://cerfplus.org/get-ready/get-ready-grants/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desperate weather times, it 
seems. My shops have always 
been city shops. I pay my water 
bills on time, so the fire depart-
ment shows up if I need. But 
one fall a few years back, we 
had a hellacious rainstorm. I 
went to the shop to check on 
the roof leaks. I knew there 
would be some. I just didn't 
know where they would move to 
in this kind of steady deluge. 

There were some drips in the 
usual corners, but in my base-
ment there was a gurgling foun-
tain of backflow coming from 

Portland's finest sewers.  

Goody.  

I rushed around the basement looking for something to plug up the drain. I 
found a traffic cone. Perfect, I thought. The right shape. I shoved it into the 
4" hole in the floor and watched a fountain bubble up and emerge from the 
top of the cone.  

Great, now I had a fountain feature in the basement. I grabbed a stump of 
the right size eventually and plugged that hole in the cone and watched the 
waters lap around my basement. 

What I learned is this: Everything I store in the basement is on 2x4's above 
flood stage. If you really need to get the water out, don't call the Water Bu-
reau. They will be, pardon the pun, swamped with calls. Call the fire depart-
ment. Their trucks have pumps, and they can pump water in or pump yours 

With customary ease and a smile, Gary Rogowski 

helps a student (out of frame) at the Northwest 

Woodworking Studio, his long-established and 

popular woodworking school in Portland, Oregon. 
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Flood 

Gary Rogowski 

Portland, Oregon 

http://www.northwestwoodworking.com/
http://www.northwestwoodworking.com/
http://www.northwestwoodworking.com/
http://www.northwestwoodworking.com/


 

 

 

The main thing I do to prepare my shop for disaster is to 

have plenty of firewood on hand and to keep my wood 

stove in good repair. This includes sweeping the chim-

ney yearly. I am very careful about keeping the area 

around the stove clear and I have a fire extinguisher 

nearby. Living in a Northern climate if we lose power in 

the winter it can be downright dangerous. The wood 

stove in the shop is one of two backup sources of heat if 

we lose power. The other is a travel trailer with propane 

heat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I’m in an urban setting here in northern New 

Jersey, so things like wildfires are not an issue. 

One thing I have thought about is theft or van-

dalism at my shop. I’ve got a pretty serious 

door and security system and I also have lights 

outside that are on all night long. Lighting up 

the space around my shop has probably had 

the most noticeable impact. Before the lights I 

constantly was cleaning up beer bottles and 

trash (and condoms once.. blehk). All that 

stopped when the lights went up. 
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Freeze 

Greg Moffatt 

Hayden, Idaho 

Furniture and Knifemaker 

Greg Moffatt at his work-

bench.  

Mickey McCann gives a presen-

tation on marquetry to the Pro-

fessional Woodworkers Guild of 

Upper New Jersey. 
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Mickey McCann 

Morristown,  
New Jersey 

https://www.gregmoffattknives.com/
https://www.gregmoffattknives.com/
https://www.gregmoffattknives.com
https://www.gregmoffattknives.com
https://mickeymccann.com/
https://mickeymccann.com
https://njwoodguild.com
https://njwoodguild.com
https://njwoodguild.com
https://mickeymccann.com/


One issue regarding preparedness is being limited 
to what we can afford. The very question of what 
would happen to a woodworker in an earthquake 
was on my mind as I scanned my shop. Coinci-
dentally, when using my jigsaw later that day--no 
kidding--to saw rough lumber on saw horses, an 
earthquake hit. I knew then that I had to bungie up 
that stack of wood! 

 Also, the Ghost Ship Fire was here in Oakland. I 
work in the oldest maker’s space in this city, not that 
far from where the Ghost Ship Fire took place. The 
Oakland Fire Department came knocking on every 
artist’s door. Our dust collection system that I invest-
ed in made the Fire Department more comfortable 
with us, so they weren’t so scared that there was a 
woodworking shop in the building. 

And then, there’s the building itself. We don’t own the 
building. The owner raised everyone’s rent a little to 
install a smart fire detector system that knows the dif-
ference between cooking smoke and a fire. In case 
of a fire, the fire department is immediately alerted 
about the emergency.  
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4  Earthquake & Fire 
Heather Trosdahl 

Oakland,  
California 

Heather Trosdahl of Studio 
Proxima. Heather and her busi-
ness partner Mollie Ferguson 
are designers and makers 
whose shop is in one of in the 
oldest maker spaces in Oakland. 
The Ghost Ship Fire ripped 
through a building not far from 
Heather and Mollie’s building, 
and set the Oakland Fire Depart-
ment on a special journey to 
make artist spaces safe, or 
gone, giving Heather and Mollie 
a path to move forward. 

Heather & Mollie’s 12+ Tips on Fire  Preparedness 
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