
THANKSGIVING 

421 

1 We gath-er to-geth-er 
to ask for God's bless-ing, 

to live in com-mu-ni-ty, 
seek-ing God's will. 

We come now, as sis-ters 
and broth-ers, con-fess-ing 

the sins that di-vide 
and the wrong in us still. 

We Gather Together 
Netherlands folk hymn, 16th century 

Transl. Theodore Baker, 1894 

Adapt. Lavon Bay/er, 1992 

2 Be-side us, for-giv-ing, 
en-a-bling, sus-tain-ing, 

you call us, 0 Sav-ior, 
to life that is new. 

You draw us a-way 
from self-cen-tered com-plain-ing. 

You lead us and guide us 
in ways that are true. 

3 All praise to the Spir-it, 
pro-vid-er, de-fend-er. 

You of-fer us free-dom, 
to fol-low or stray, 

Em-pow-er-ing all by 
the hope you en-gen-der. 

Grant wis-dom and cour-age 
to fol-low your way. 

The original text of this hymn was one of thanksgiving for The 
Netherlands' independence from Spanish domination in the 
sixteenth century. It has been reinterpreted for contemporary 
congregations by United Church of Christ minister and writer 
Lavon Bay/er. 

Tune: KREMSER 12.11.12.11. 

16th-century Dutch melody 
Arr. Edward Kremser, 1877 

422 Come, 0 Thankful People, Come 
Exod. 23:16 St. 1, Henry Alford, 1844; alt. 

St. 2, Anna Laetitia Aiken Barbauld, 1772; alt. 

St. 3, composite of Alford and Barbau/d; alt. 

Descant 

3 These to you, our God, we owe, source from whom all bless-ings flow; 

1 Come, 
2 All 
3 These 

0 thank-fol peo - ple, come, raise 
the bless-ings of the field, all 
to you, our God, we owe, source 

This hymn represents the joining of two Thanksgiving hymns by 
nineteenth-century poet Henry Alford and eighteenth-century 
poet Anna Laetitia Aiken Barbauld. The creator of this 
combined form, which appeared early in the twentieth century, 
is not known. 

the song of 
the stores the 
from whom all 

har - vest home; 
gar - dens yield, 

bless-ings flow; 

Tune: ST. GEORGE'S WINDSOR 7.7.7.7.D. 

George J. Elvey, 1858 
Descant: H. A. Chambers, 1931 
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and for these our songs we raise, grate - ful vows and sol - ernn praise. 

r r 
all is safe - ly gath - ered in as the win - ter storms be - gin; 

all the fruits in full sup-ply, rip- ened 'neath the sum - mer sky, 

and for these our songs we raise, grate-ful vows and sol - ernn praise. 

Come, then, thank - ful peo - ple, come, raise the song of har-vest home; 

God 
All 

Come, 

our Mak - er does pro - vide for our wants to 

that spring with boun -teous hand scat - ters o'er the 

then, thank - ful peo - ple, come, raise the song of 

be sup - plied; 

smil-ing land, 

har-vest home; 

come to God's own tem-ple, come, raise the song of har - vest home. 

come to God's own 

all that lib - eral 

come to God's own 

tern - ple, come, 

au - turnn pours 
tern - ple, come, 

raise the song of har-vest 

from its rich o'er-flow-ing 

raise the song of har-vest 

home. 

stores, 
home. 



A. 4. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

332 
Matt. 22:1-10; Luke 14:16-24 

1 As we gath - er at your 

2 Turn our wor-ship in - to 

3 Gra-cious Spir - it, help us 

help us know, 0 

send us forth to 

God, your 

love and 
where tri - um-phant Love will 

As We Gather at Your Table 

Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1989 

-& 

ta - ble, as we lis - ten to your word, 
wit - ness in the sac - ra - ment of life; 
sum - mon oth-er guests to share that feast 

pres - ence; let our hearts and minds be 
serve you, bring-ing peace where there is 

wel - come those who had been last and least. 

Nour-ish 

Give us, 

There no 

us sa - cred sto - ry till we claim it 

to for - give as 

nor will pride our 

as our own; 

you for - gave; 

peace de - stroy, 

Christ, your great com - pas - sion 

more will en - vy bind us 

teach us through this ho - ly 
may we still be - hold your 

as we join with saints and 

:a: 

ban - quet how to make Love's vie - tory known. 
im - age in the world you died to save. 

an - gels to re - peat the sound-ing joy. 

ln this hymn, commissioned by an Episcopal parish in Virginia 
for the celebration of its tricentennial, Carl P. Daw, Jr., utilized a 
familiar phrase from Isaac Watts' "Joy to the World," which was 
the motto for the celebration: "Repeat the sounding joy." 

Words Copyright© 1989 by Hope Publishing Company 

Tune: BEACH SPRING 8.7.8.7.D. 
The Sacred Harp, 1844 

Harm. The New Century Hymnal, 1992 
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For the Fruit of All Creation 425 

Fred Pratt Green, 1970 

1 For 
2 In 
3 For 

the fruit of 
the just re 
the har-vests 

For 
In 

For 

God's gifts to 
the help we 
the good we 

all 
ward 
of 

thanks 
God's 
thanks 

ev 
give 
all 

- ery na - tion, thanks
our neigh-bor, God's 
in - her - it, thanks 

be 
will 
be 

be 
will 
be 

to 
is 
to 

to 
is 
to 

God. 
done. 
God. 

God. 
done. 
God. 

For the plow - ing, sow-ing, reap-ing, 
In our world-wide task of car - ing 

For the won - ders that as -tound us, 

sf� lent growth while we are sleep-ing, 
for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing, 
for the truths that still con-found us, 

Fu - ture needs in 
In the har -vests 

Most of all that 

earth's safe-keep-ing, 
we 
love 

are shar -ing, 
has found us, 

thanks 
God's 
thanks 

be 
will 
be 

to 
is 
to 

God. 
done. 
God. 

b, 1 r � f r 1 �- J ttF f r 1 �RF r J d: II 

This text was written in response to a request for a new harvest 
hymn for an existing tune. After its publication in England in 
1970, it became popular in many countries and can be found 
set to various tunes. 

Tune: AR HYD Y NOS 8.4.8.4.8.8.8.4. 

Words Copyright© 1970 by Hope Publishing Company 

Welsh traditional melody 
Musical Relicks of the Welsh Bards, Dublin, 1784 

Harm. L. 0. Emerson, 1906 
For another harmonization, see 82 


