
Dear Pastor David T. Hill and Staff,  

Our 50th reunion planning team, comprised of alums from the Oberlin College and Oberlin 
Conservatory classes of 1970, 71, and 72, deeply appreciates the generous and unwavering 
support you and the First Church staff provided to perform the Mozart Requiem in your 
sanctuary during our collective half-century reunions in June.  

As you know, this concert commemorated the 1970 performance of the Mozart in Washington 
D.C. following the tragic deaths of four Kent State students and wounding of many others on 
that campus. Well over 200 singers and players delivered an impassioned musical plea for 
peace back then, and our recent performance at First Church likewise served as a renewed 
outcry for peace while also honoring our classmates who have died since we graduated.  

During our efforts to put together a wonderful orchestra and gather a chorus of more than 60 
volunteer singers, First Church emerged as the preferred venue for this concert. Our wonderful 
conductor and project mentor, Dr. Greg Ristow, who grew up knowing the 1970 recording of 
the Mozart, made the request and soon an enthusiastic go-ahead was given. The venue was 
perfect, and we were impressed that your church moved its Sunday services to Saturday 
evening to allow the orchestra to remain setup overnight. In addition, a secured area provided 
safe storage of valuable instruments.  

Further, the live-streaming capabilities of your church afforded the opportunity for many who 
could not attend to hear the performance in person across the nation and beyond, and the 
resultant video recording remains available to any who would like to hear this performance. 
Many thanks for these gracious accommodations.  

If Covid conspired to delay our 50th reunions, the upside was that three of the four classes who 
were on campus in 1970 were able to gather for this performance. While the Mozart became a 
centerpiece of the reunion, Samuel Barber’s Adagio for Strings, performed by an impressive 
young quartet of current Oberlin Conservatory students, provided an eloquent prelude to the 
Mozart. Members of the quartet, along with other accomplished current conservatory 
students, helped fill out the orchestra. It was a perfect combination of Town & Gown and Then 
& Now!  

Lastly, congratulations on the splendid church renovations. It’s both an expression of faith and 
a commitment to the role First Church has played in the fabric of Oberlin’s history and 
traditions. Mazel tov!  

With our deepest thanks and best wishes,  

The 50th Class Reunion and Mozart Requiem Planning Committees - 2022  
 


